
Minutes of the Meeting 
 of the Houghton Neighbourhood Plan Working Party  

held in the Methodist Schoolroom, Main Street, Houghton   

10th November 2021 (1930 – 2035) 

 

01-11/21 Present: Ian Hill (Chair), Simon Andrew, Juliet Bailey, Richard Hunt, Marion Keene, 
Barbara Scase, John Siddons, Huw Francis (Secretary)  

 
Apologies:         Roger Bettles, Eric Fernandez, Rosemary Hamilton, Simon Pegg, Steve 

Ransley, Richard Roberts, Ann Sleath, Deb Tull 
  

02-11/21 Minutes of the meeting of 13th October 2021  
 
The minutes were agreed to be a true and accurate record of the meeting.  
 

03-11/21 Discussion and Reports of subject groups and recruitment of members 
 
IH reported that five subject groups had met since the last meeting. Four of them - The 
Environmental Group, the Editorial Group, the Housing Group, and the Village Design 
Statement (VDS) Group – had produced papers which were circulated to attendees prior to 
the meeting – copies attached. RH from the fifth subject group – The Transport Group – 
provided a verbal update at the meeting (see below) and then distributed a short note – 
copy attached.  
 
The meeting: 
 

• reviewed the various papers produced by these groups and agreed that, whilst 
there were inevitably a number of areas of overlap, it was far better to include 
them in each paper than inadvertently leave them out.  

• had no additional comments on the papers produced by the Environment Group, 
the Editorial Group and the Housing Group.  

 
JS and MK from the VDS Group clarified a number of issues they’d raised in the paper they 
had circulated to attendees prior to the meeting. They commented that: 
 

• they had reviewed the questionnaire circulated for the previous NP and had 
concluded that many of the questions included too many choices which in turn 
made analysing responses quite difficult. They recommended, and the meeting 
agreed, that any future questionnaire should be kept as simple as possible.  

• It would be advantageous once again to conduct a Young Persons survey (ie under 
18s). The meeting agreed that it would be worth exploring if: 

o this could be undertaken online 
o a new Young People’s Questionnaire sub group or the Editorial Group could 

hold a number of focus group type meetings with young people at places 
such as the school, scouts, the football club etc. 

o we could get some professional support to run young people's focus 
groups, perhaps from whoever helps with the questionnaire analysis etc 

• they had looked through the previous VDS and identified a number of areas they 
considered to be worth following up – details included in JS’s notes (attached). 
Action: All groups to read these and see if they affect their areas of interest.  

 



RH, from the Transport Group, then gave a brief verbal update on the first meeting they 
had had earlier that week. He commented that they had had a wide-ranging discussion 
which included issues such as access to public transport, changes to infrastructure, 
provision of electric charging points and the desirability of rapid charging. They had also 
focused on ways to encourage people not to leave the village and reduce the use of private 
transport, especially when taking children to school. Copies of their notes are attached.  
 
On a separate but related issue, IH commented that he had been contacted by Hungarton 
Parish Council. They had mentioned that they were considering a proposal to restrict access 
to Ingarsby Lane in order to stop it being used as a through route for traffic. IH said that, if 
implemented, this could have major implications for the new NP. Neither PC could 
independently enact this type of work as it affected each other’s area but the meeting 
agreed that IH should explore this matter further.  
 

04-11/21 NP Material for the Parish Council (PC) Website 
 
Draft copy of an article, written by JB, about the work of the NPWP for inclusion on the PC 
website was circulated to attendees prior to the meeting – copy attached. It was adopted 
by the meeting with minor amendments. Action: IH to send the amended version to Steve 
Derry to place on the PC website.   
 

05-11/21 Publicity 
 
JS agreed to write a short article about the NPWP for the December edition of the 

Houghton News.  

06-11/21 Any Other Business 
 
None 
 

07-11/21 Date and Place of forthcoming meetings  
 
The next meeting of the NPWP will take place at 1930 on Wednesday 8th December at 

Methodist Chapel Schoolroom. There will be no meeting in January 2022. Thereafter, the 

NPWP will meet at 1930 in the Methodist Chapel Schoolroom on the first Wednesday of 

each month. The first meeting in 2022 will therefore take place on 2nd February 2022.  

 


