
INVITED SPEAKER: HELEN CHADWICK - ENVIRONMENT CO–ORDINATOR, 
HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 

Helen explained what Neighbourhood Planning was, what it involved and how the 
process could benefit Houghton. It was part of the government’s localism agenda 
and provided an opportunity for parish councils to shape and determine Planning 
Policy in their locality so that local issues could be addressed. Detailed policies for 
which local support was an essential element would need to be determined to form a 
key part of the decision making process. Although plans could be wide ranging 
covering housing, open space, design, heritage, roads, community assets, 
infrastructure and community facilities, they needed strategic compliance with the 
Local Plan and National/European policy.  

The stages leading to eventual adoption of the plan were prescribed and initially 
involved designating the plan area. Harborough District Council’s officers had been 
sympathetic to suggestions to extend the boundary to incorporate land falling within 
Hungarton Parish and discussions were ongoing with Hungarton Parish Council. The 
stages leading to a six week consultation period involved on-going consultation with 
parishioners and stakeholders, agreeing a vision, developing an evidence base (e.g. 
profile; needs assessment; policy conformity; policy development) and finally writing 
policies.  

Formal publication of the plan would be undertaken by Harborough District Council 
and would precede a further 6 week period followed by independent examination 
and, finally, a referendum.  

The Neighbourhood Planning Working Party had been formally constituted by the 
Parish Council in February 2015 and explanations of what the Working Party needed 
to do and how Harborough District Council (HDC) could assist were explained. Grant 
funding might be needed to support the process. Support required which could be 
provided by Harborough District Council, might comprise advice, data, provision of 
maps, attendance at meetings and conformity checks. HDC receives £30,000 for 
funding support and will receive the draft report, provide comments and publish, pay 
for independent examination and pay for and arrange the referendum. 

 

INVITED SPEAKER: IAN HILL – CHAIRMAN, HOUGHTON NEIGHBOURHOOD 
PLANNING WORKING PARTY 

Ian explained that the Neighbourhood Planning system would provide communities 
with a greater say in shaping development in the locality. The working party 
comprised 21 residents although more would be welcomed. The working party had 
considered other alternatives including the 2004 Parish Plan and Village Design 
Statement. An attraction of Neighbourhood Planning was that it was legally 
enforceable and could determine where and when development would take place. 
The NP boundary need not necessarily be the parish boundary although it had to be 
logical and discussions were ongoing with HDC and Hungarton Parish Council to 
establish the boundary. A timetable had been compiled detailing the main stages 
leading to a referendum in autumn 2016. Sub groups for specific topic areas had 
been established for housing, employment, services and facilities, village design, 
traffic and transport, digital technology, consultation and environment. He 
emphasised the need to disseminate information to the public and this would be 
achieved by various means including the dedicated area of the village website, flyers 
and public meetings. Feedback was encouraged from the community.	


