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ITEM 7/1 — POLICE AND CRIME COMMISSIONER
PCC asks public to help him plan a pragmatic budget for 2026-27

Like most households and businesses, PCC Rupert Matthews is awaiting
announcements from central government on budgets and funding, conscious that the
smoke signals are anything but positive.

Every Council Tax payer makes a contribution known as the “precept” to the Police
and Crime Commissioner (PCC), who then uses that money to fund crime
prevention, victim support and police services. This year, Rupert Matthews, the PCC
for Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland will be starting a root and branch review of
spending and activity to ensure value for money. He is determined that every penny
will be spent in the most effective way to keep the public as safe as possible. It is
therefore important that the public have their say over the precept.

As he launches a survey, designed to establish the public’s views on their
contributions towards policing, crime prevention community safety and victim support
services, he is aware that tough choices are in the pipeline.

More information can be found here: https://leics.pcc.police.uk/News-and-
Events/News-Archive/2025/PR-971.aspx

To have your say, click the link: https://smartsurvey.co.uk/s/LLRBudgetSurvey26-27/

#SafeAndProsperousCommunities


https://s-url.co/fS8oAA
https://s-url.co/fS8oAA
https://s-url.co/fi8oAA
https://s-url.co/fy8oAA

ITEM 7/2 - SCRAPTOFT DRAFT NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REVIEW
Dear Stephen Derry

Scraptoft Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review — Statutory Consultation period —
04.12.25 - 23.01.26

Scraptoft Parish Council is formally reviewing its Neighbourhood Plan.

The purpose of this letter is to seek representations from Statutory Consultees and
other Stakeholders and interested parties as part of the process of finalising the
content of the Neighbourhood Plan Review. A hard copy is available on request.

You are now invited to read the Draft Plan and make comments prior to the
document being finalised. There will be a seven week period to do this, commencing
on 04 December 2025 and closing on 23 January 2026.

Your comments will influence our final draft before it is submitted to Harborough
District Council at which point there will be a further opportunity for you to comment
when the Neighbourhood Plan is published prior to Independent Examination.

Planning Practice Guidance requires Qualifying Bodies to state whether they believe
that the modifications to the Neighbourhood Plan are so significant or substantial as
to change the nature of the Plan and give reasons (Paragraph 085 reference ID 41-
085-20180222)

The Qualifying Body considers that the Review Neighbourhood Plan contains
material modifications which do not change the nature of the plan. It is therefore
considered that a Referendum will not be necessary. You are invited to comment on
whether or not you agree with this judgement.

If you wish to comment on the Draft Plan you can do this:

o By email, to be addressed to: Councillor Lee,
councillorlee@scraptoftparishcouncil.gov.uk


mailto:councillorlee@scraptoftparishcouncil.gov.uk

e In writing, addressed to: Councillor Lee, Scraptoft Parish Council, Malsbury
Avenue, Scraptoft LE7 9FQ

Comments on the Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review can be made by using the Pre-
Submission Comments Form
at: https://www.scraptoftparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan

All responses received by the above date will be considered and may be utilised to
amend the Draft Neighbourhood Plan Review.

Wherever possible, please ensure that you specify the policy or paragraph to which
your response relates.

Details of the process we have undertaken, and all relevant documentation is
accessible on the Scraptoft Parish Council website:

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully

Clir Emma Lee

Chair Scraptoft Parish Council


https://www.scraptoftparishcouncil.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plan

ITEM 7/3 — BE FLOOD READY
Hi All,

| am pleased to announce the release of the new Be Flood Ready information
booklet, developed to support parish councils in strengthening community resilience
against flooding. This resource provides clear, practical guidance to assist you in
helping residents who have experienced flood events.

The booklet includes:

Direct contact details for key agencies, including Leicestershire County
Council and Severn Trent Water.

o Comprehensive advice on flood warnings and the rivers covered by alert
systems.

« Guidance on volunteer engagement and opportunities for local involvement.

Harborough District Council remains committed to expanding and supporting our
network of flood wardens across the district. This includes providing training and
equipping volunteers with the tools they need to respond effectively during
emergencies. Anyone interested in becoming a food warden or volunteer can email
me on using volunteers@harborough.gov.uk

In the coming weeks, we will distribute fully equipped resilience kits to flood wardens
and parish councils. Each kit will include:

e Head and hand-held torches with batteries
o Hi-vis vests and jackets

« First aid kits and foil blankets

« Emergency whistles and document wallets
e Adult ponchos and durable storage boxes

These measures reflect our shared responsibility to protect residents and reduce
risk. By working together, we can ensure that communities are better prepared for
future flood events.

Thank you for your continued partnership in this vital work. Should you require
further information or wish to discuss how your parish can become more involved,
please do not hesitate to contact me.

The booklet can also be found on the Harborough District Council website - Parish /
Town Council Support | Harborough District Council

Many thanks
Regards


mailto:volunteers@harborough.gov.uk
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/parish-enquiry
https://www.harborough.gov.uk/parish-enquiry

ITEM 7/4 — CHERRY TREE
Hi Steve,

There are some lovely trees in the lower village on the green next to St Catherine’s
Way.

With the drought, | noticed one of the recently planted Fastigiate Cherry trees died.
You can tell as it didn’t shed its leaves. With the recent winds, it's now come over.

In Spring the allotment had a large donation of fruit tree whips. A lot are sitting on
pots at the allotment in need of a home. I'm sure if | asked the committee they would
be happy to provide one as a replacement for the cherry. The trees are grafted so
have restricted growth and will create a lovely small tree. We don’t have any apple
trees in the village as far as I'm aware. It would be nice to think villagers could
harvest the fruit when it matures.

Please let me know the your thoughts. | would be happy to plant it and remove the
dead tree.

Thanks,
Charlotte




ITEM 10 - ALLOTMENT GARDEN TENANCY AGREEMENT

Dear Steve,

Thank you very much for your email.

Firstly, I'l address the reply to the PC regarding reviewing our request for
polytunnels. In 2024, we had a plot holder question if we were allowed polytunnels.
Acting on this we approached the PC to see if we were allowed polytunnel and
suggested a maximum size. We accepted the PC reservations at the Nov 2024 PC

meeting and thank them for agreeing to review the request in 12 months....

12 months later the situation is now this....there have been no direct requests for a
polytunnel from our members. As there is no demand, the allotment committee has
decided not to seek any amendment to the tenancy agreement that would allow us to
have polytunnels. In future, if a plot holder asks for a polytunnel we will refer them to

the PC for approval to ask what dimensions would be acceptable.

| hope this reply is sufficient and thank you for considering our request.

Secondly, the S106 funding. This funding has been on our agenda - however, we are
very overstretched at the moment. My reference to 'more help and money' refers to
us needing more committee members to take on tasks like S106 applications, and
plot rent increases to cover water bills which have been very high this year. | have a
project in mind - improving ramp access from the car park to the allotment site as it's
quite steep and slippy, especially during the winter and when moving wheelbarrows.
| have a lot on with work and study, as well as the secretary role, so cannot take this
on at the moment. We're hoping to get more committee members at the AGM in
February. | will be in touch with any progress and hopefully we can make an

application before the deadline.

Please let me know if there's anything else.



Many thanks,



