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ITEM 6 – COVID-19 
Emails from a resident 
 
Is/was the parish council aware of the Santa activity that was happening this evening 
in Houghton on the Hill. Santa was on a trailer being driven around the village. There 
were large gathering of people including children. No safe protocols were being 
followed with regards to coronavirus. On Freer Close we witnessed groups of over 
20people socialising. 
 
We have informed the police of the activities we saw this evening. Was this a 
planned event, was the parish aware? I think it was inappropriate and should be 
discussed at the next parish meeting, bonfire events were cancelled so why was this 
allowed. 
 
I wish you to keep my comment anonymous, should you discuss this matter further 
do not use my details. 
 
Regards 
 
XXXX XXXXX 
XXXXXXXXXXX 
 
Hello 
 
Quick update the police have turned up and dispersed the group on Freer Close, 
even though it’s raining the group still socialised before the police arrived. I hope 
your thoughts are the same as mine and this is inappropriate behaviour within the 
village! 
 
Regards 
 
XXXXXXXXX 
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ITEM 7 – HOUGHTON TENNIS CLUB 

Dear Mr Derry 
 
I am writing to inform you of our intention to submit a 106 grant application to assist 
with a project at Houghton Tennis Club. A condition of the grant application is 
support from Houghton on the Hill Parish Council and we therefore would like to 
request your support in this matter. 

We have been informed by Nada Hankin at Harborough Council that there is an 
amount of circa 132K potentially available from an Outdoor Recreation Contribution 
arising from the developments North of Uppingham Road in Houghton on the Hill. 
We will be looking to secure a contribution from this fund when it becomes available. 

Our project involves the upgrading of the existing Tarmacadam court surfaces with a 
synthetic carpet type material which is kinder on the joints and less dangerous in wet 
weather. The aim of the project is to attract new members and increase usage by 
existing members by providing a more sympathetic playing surface. 
 
We are looking for a 50% contribution from the grant fund ( 25k ) with the remaining 
amount to be provided from club funds. 
 
I have attached a copy of the grant application form and a zip file containing the 
required supporting information. 
 
I hope that you will be able to support us in this application and look forward to your 
response. 
 

Kind Regards 

 

Ian McCarthy 

Committee Member 
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Email from Parish Council to Parish and Community Facilities Officer, Harborough 

District Council 

Dear Nada, 

I have a specific question about eligibility for S106 grants in our parish. 

Houghton Tennis Club have prepared a draft application for a grant for some 

£25,000 to pay about 50% towards the cost of resurfacing their aging tennis 

courts.  The club is an established and stable part of the community sports and 

social scene.   It is however a private members club with the courts accessible only 

to members. 

 

While the project to resurface the courts is a great advantage to members, it would 

seem not to be a general asset to the community. 

  

I have downloaded and read the guidance on S106 grants and this potential 

application seems to me to be problematic on two ground: 

1. It is providing a facility for a private membership club. 
2. It is re-furbishing an existing facility and does not have any direct link to 

expanding provision relative to the new developments in the village (~160 new 
dwellings). 

  

On the other hand, Houghton Bowls Club were successful in obtaining S106 money 

to refurbish and expand their bowling green.  Is there an important distinction that in 

this case: 

1. The facility was being expanded, not just refurbished 
2. The green is openly accessible to the community (though not much used 

apart from Club Members) 
  

Any guidance you can give would be appreciated. 
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Email from Parish and Community Facilities Officer, Harborough District Council 

It would depend on if membership was inclusive and they proactively encouraged 

inclusivity. Is the club registered as a CASC (1)? Sports Facility funding  is about 

delivering community sports so the club would need to ensure the facility was open 

to the community in some capacity, we now require a community usage agreement 

which ensures community access.  

  

If the club has a system where a committee approves membership, this is not 

appropriate for section 106.  

  

The distinction is important, between the bowls club and tennis club. Although 

refurbishment isn’t a necessarily an issue when it comes to resurfacing pitches with 

outdoor sports funding however the project should feature in the playing pitch 

strategy.  

  

I would need to see the application as a whole to answer in more detail but I hope 

this helps. The application deadline for the March meeting has now closed and the 

next meeting will be September.  

 
(1)Community Amateur Sports Club 
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ITEM 8 – FULL FIBRE BROADBAND 

Email from a resident 
 
Could you kindly clarify whether there is any coordination for securing fibre 

broadband installation in properties in Houghton in addition to the new houses which 

are apparently already fitted out with the service (Houghton News article refers). 

My reading of the scheme implies that a community response is needed and that 

installation of the service will depend on how many people sign up to the scheme 

and then assign their Government scheme vouchers to BT Openreach to cover the 

installation costs. I run my consultancy business working from home which may 

qualify me for a business grant which is somewhat larger than the grants available 

for individual households. 

From the Houghton News article, I assumed that there is some kind of coordination 

effort within the village that would pool the value of grants awarded to try to ensure 

that the collective level of funding to get the fibre service installed to participating 

households is within reach. Can you tell me if the Parish Council has any plans to 

help with the coordination of applications for high speed broadband in the village?  

The reply I have just received from BT seems to imply that anyone who applies 

under the scheme is taken to be a community coordinator (see an automatic reply 

message below) which is not how I thought the scheme was supposed to operate. At 

present, I’m only able to register my own property for a grant. There’s an obvious 

implication in this message that collective responses at community level is really 

what BT are looking for. 

Does the PC have any additional information about how the scheme is intended to 

operate and whether the PC is involved in coordinating a community reponse? And 

could this matter please be raised with PC at the next meeting to explore current 

level of uptake and measures that might be needed to coordinate a community 

action? Depending on my schedule, I may be able to join the PC meeting on line.   

Thank you. 
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ITEM 10/1 – PLANNING CONSULTATIONS 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Planning Consultations launching on Friday 11 December 2020 

 We will soon be launching three new consultations which may be of interest to you: 

• Planning Obligations Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 
• Development Management Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 
• Development Management Local Validation List 

  

The consultations will be open from Friday 11 December 2020 until 5pm on Friday 5 

February 2021  and will be available to view on our Strategic Planning Consultation Portal.  

 The consultation draft Planning Obligations SPD has been prepared to inform developers, 

landowners, infrastructure providers and local communities about the approach Harborough 

District Council takes to secure community infrastructure and affordable housing through 

planning obligations.  

 The consultation draft Development Management SPD provides additional guidance to 

assist with the interpretation and implementation of Harborough Local Plan Policies. 

 The consultation draft Development Management Local Validation List outlines the 

information which is required to accompany any applications for planning consent submitted 

to the Council. 

 During the consultation period comments can be submitted to the Council using the 

consultation portal. If you are already a registered user of the Strategic Planning 

Consultation Portal all you need to do is login to view the relevant consultation document 

and submit your comments. If you have forgotten your password users can follow on screen 

instructions to request a new one.   

 If you have not used our Strategic Planning Consultation Portal before, please be aware 

that it will be necessary to Register before you are able to make any comments.  

Or, should you wish to register an additional e-mail address on the consultation portal you 

can do so easily by following the instructions provided online. Help and advice on using the 

portal is available on the Strategic Planning Consultation Portal homepage, by clicking on 

‘Help Guide’.  

  If you have any queries about this consultation, or if you require assistance with the portal, 

please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of the Strategic Planning Team. You 

can telephone 01858 828282 or email planningpolicy@harborough.gov.uk. 

 If you no longer wish to be contacted by Harborough District Council with regards to 

consultations on matters of Planning Policy, Strategic Planning or Local Planning, please 

notify Planning Policy Officer Joanne White at the following email address: 

j.white@harborough.gov.uk 

 Kind regards, 
Strategic Planning, 
Harborough District Council 

  

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.harborough.gov.uk%2Fstrategic-planning-consultations&data=04%7C01%7CJ.White%40harborough.gov.uk%7C72e24ab8900545214c7a08d8975af533%7C56632edb098b43f39e288985e98f5f89%7C0%7C0%7C637425764200624437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=TrU2P8Yl4V5cL%2FBtDNYr9eKCeXGSr91AfTVs2MrvGYg%3D&reserved=0
mailto:planningpolicy@harborough.gov.uk
mailto:j.white@harborough.gov.uk
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ITEM 10/2 – LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S BUDGET PLAN 

 

Have your say on Leicestershire County Councils Budget Plan 

A new consultation has launched giving people the opportunity to have their say on 

Leicestershire County Council’s budget plan. 

 

From 16 December, we’re encouraging residents, businesses, parish councils and 

partner organisations to give their views by completing a short survey available at: 

www.leicestershire.gov.uk/budget   

 

The council’s latest four-year proposals show the difference between income and 

expenditure will reach £92m in 2025 meaning that significant savings will be 

required.  

 

Investment in services including children and family services, adult social care and 

environment in transport is proposed as well as a £450m capital pot to spend on 

infrastructure and a 1.99 per cent rise in Council Tax. 

 

The consultation runs until 17 January – please cascade to your Parishes. You can 
find out more and have your say by visiting: www.leicestershire.gov.uk/budget 
  

http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/budget
http://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/budget
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ITEM 11 – ALLOTMENTS (REMOVAL OF TREE BOUGH) 

Email from Danny McSweeney, Chairman, Houghton Gardeners’ Club 

 

Hi Steve, 

Mr XXXXX has politely asked if he can have the bow of the tree that overlaps his 

garden cut down. 

The gardeners club have no objection but he accepts he must wait for the PC's 

decision. 

Could you please put this on the agenda of the next PC meeting. 

Regards, 

Danny McSweeney 

Chairman. 
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ITEM 13 – UPPINGHAM ROAD TREES AND ITEM 14 – SILVER BIRCH TREE 

Email from Stewart Marshall, Team Leader, Forestry & Arboriculture Officer, 

Countryside Services, Leicestershire County Council 

Dear Steve, 

  

Please thank Ann and Ian for their time last week, it was greatly appreciated and 

immensely helpful. 

  

We discussed a few tree related items around the village. I have summarised the 

general content and trust that Houghton PC are in agreement. 

  

Queen Victoria memorial tree:  

- Houghton PC, HotH Friends and LCC looked at the current situation and site 

potential.  

- The tree stump is heavily decayed, with an unidentifiable fungal body present 

around it. The pictures on Ann’s phone suggest a honey fungus like 

mushroom but I couldn’t confirm without further investigation. 

- I will investigate the adopted highway layout around the triangular bed and 

vehicle access points before discussing with colleagues in Environment & 

Transport. I will update Houghton PC and HotH Friends accordingly. 

- It was decided and agreed to postpone replacing the tree until next 

autumn/winter (2021/22). 

  

May I politely request that Houghton PC investigate local records regarding the 

planted area and any known history of the property and access?  

  

Tree Preservation Orders, green infrastructure and Houghton on the Hill local plan: 

- Ann, Ian and myself discussed possibilities around how the PC could look to 

influence the area through a Local Action Plan. 

-  Tree preservation orders (TPO) are part of the Town & Country Planning Act.  
o Orders are created, modified, removed and managed by HDC.  
o Any tree may be considered for a TPO, an order should be expedient 

in terms of amenity.  
o Orders can be placed on single trees, woodlands or areas. 
o A commonly accepted method of assessing whether a tree is ‘worthy’ 

of an order is Tree Evaluation Method for Preservation Orders 
(TEMPO). A TEMPO appraisal should be carried out by a specialist. 
However, the method is reasonably easy to use and basic appraisals 
could be carried out by anyone. 



11 

- Anyone may request that a TPO is created; HDC are required to consider the 
request but not obliged to create a TPO  

o From our conversation on site I suspect HDC require an arboricultural 
and TEMPO assessment to consider creating a TPO.     

 

Unfortunately this is a little outside of my specialist area, however; 21 years in 

arboriculture/16 years at LCC has given me a good insight into trees and local plans. 

I would suggest that Houghton PC might be better placed engaging an external 

consultant – landscape planning or town planning specialist – to help draw up a local 

plan. I’d be happy to ask if LCC can assist but would encourage Houghton PC to put 

a request through CSC Parishes. 

  

Items to consider: 

- It should be noted that Leicestershire’s tree cover is very sparse, the county 

ranks as one of the lowest in the UK.  

- Trees can provide a multitude of functions and benefits. Studies show the 

direct relationship between trees and the environment; storm water 

attenuation; physical and mental health; social cohesion and place setting; 

education; farm management; pollution control…etc.  

- More trees of a larger size will, obviously, deliver a more significant 

contribution.  

o LCC recently undertook an i-tree study of Council tree stock looking at 

environmental services provided by trees.  

o LCC stock (83,000 trees) has a replacement value of £99 million and 

annually delivers benefits worth around £340,000. A further study into 

amenity value was carried out, this showed LCC stock to be worth 

around £440 million.  

o The link below is for the Forestry Commission website and a dedicated 

program assessing tree canopy cover. Much of Leicestershire has yet 

to be completed (including Houghton) but in time the site may be of 

assistance to you. I would envisage that Houghton, as with much of 

Leicestershire, will fall below the national average of 18% canopy 

cover. 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/i-tree-eco/urbancanopycover/ 

 To understand if, where and how improvements are to be made would require an 

understanding of the current state of green infrastructure in Houghton. 

o An appraisal, study or survey of some form may be required.  

o I would be happy to provide analysis of LCC trees if required. 

- Understanding the environmental, planning and infrastructure policies of 

central government, HDC and LCC would ensure Houghton PC plans are 

effective and achievable. 

https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/i-tree-eco/urbancanopycover/
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o Environmental management is a key driver at central government. 

There are likely to be changes in the current grant systems and drivers 

for environmental resilience. 

o The government’s 25 year Environment Plan and supporting document 

‘Build better, build beautiful’ look at development and improving the 

environment.  

o HDC have a good local plan in terms of planning policy.  

o LCC’s Tree Management Strategy and Planting Action Plan 2020-25 

were approved are cabinet in March 2020. The strategy looks at LCC’s 

existing stock and management, the plan looks at increasing tree 

planting over the coming years. 

o LCC currently run a Free Tree Scheme for landowners. We are looking 

at significant improvements to the scheme for 2021, this may be of use 

to local residents and the PC. 

 

- Whatever decisions Houghton PC make there will need to be mechanisms to 

enable they are effective. Trees take a long time to live, thrive and die. 

Planting a tree is only the starting point in a potential 200-1000 year lifespan. 

Managing existing and veteran trees brings its own challenges and difference 

of opinion. Retaining trees in the face of development is even more difficult 

but not unrealistic - I find the biggest obstacles are bad design and developer 

apathy and ignorance.  

  

Please do let me know if you need anything further. 

  

Kind regards 

  

Stewart 
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ITEM 16 – WEIR LANE FOOTPATH DIVERSION 

Email from Andrew Idiabana, Project Manager, Platform Housing Group  
 
Dear Mr Derry, 

 

I write to give you an update on the delays we are experiencing getting the Council 

to sign-off the permanent footpath diversion running through our recently completed 

site adjacent to Field Close. 

 

The Order to permanently divert the footpath has finally been approved by the 

County and signed and sealed by HDC. The Order needs to be advertised for a 

month and served on consultees for any comments. The advert was placed in the 

Leicester Mercury on 10th December 2020 and letters also went out to consultees 

the same week. The Council advised that if no objections are received by 11th 

January 2021 regarding the Public Order, then Harborough District Council can 

confirm the Order as an unopposed Order, and this will conclude the matter officially. 

Once this happens, we would then be able to open the footpath. 

 

However, we have unfortunately now been advised by the Council that on 17th 

December 2020 they received representations from the Open Spaces Society 

objecting to the application to amend the Public Right of Way, which means that the 

application would have to be referred to the Secretary of State for determination. 

This will mean further delays to getting the footpath opened. I am not sure what the 

objector's connection is with Weir Lane as the address he has given suggests he 

lives in Market Harborough while the address for Open Spaces Society is given as 

25a Bell Street, Henley-on-Thames RG9 2BA. I am not sure what their local 

connection is or whether they have been speaking to any local residents about this 

matter, but this objection is causing further delays to an already critical situation. 

 

In order to avoid this lengthy process and help to expedite matters we were hoping 

to arrange a site visit in the new year and have a representative of the Open Spaces 

Society present along with representatives from the Council, Platform Housing 

Limited, etc. to discuss this matter further with a view to addressing the concerns of 

the objectors and getting them to withdraw their objection so that this matter can be 

concluded, and the footpath opened as soon as possible. To this end I was hoping 

that if a date can be agreed and a representative from the Parish Council was able to 

attend this meeting then hopefully, they could lend some weight to the importance of 

getting this public footpath open. If this is not possible then a letter of support from 

the Parish Council regarding the importance of approving the permanent footpath 

diversion would go a long way to help expedite matters. 

 

Please let me have your thoughts on this matter. 

Kind regards 

Andrew 
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Letter from Peter Pollak, Open Spaces Society 
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ITEM 18 – VILLAGE MAINTENANCE - DEFIBRILLATOR 

Email from Houghton Field Association 

I have copied you into a second email I have sent to the defib cabinet supplier. There 
are two outstanding issues (in addition to the installation of the light):- 

1. Battery. The AED battery seemed to be running low and the company who 
supplied this have sent a replacement AED and the original has gone back for them 
to inspect 
 
2. Misaligned door. Unresolved and supplier not being very helpful. 
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ITEM 22D – 2021/22 PRECEPT – GRANT REQUEST – HOUGHTON FIELD 

ASSOCIATION 

Email from Nicola Hobbs, Chair HFA 
 
Please can you let the Committee know of the answer to questions posed to HFA 

from the PC.  

 

HFA are not in a position to offer any permanent parking spaces in the Field car park 

for residents.  We do however think we can accommodate a temporary arrangement 

only where residents are allowed to use the car park whilst the current parking work 

is done.  
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ITEM 22E – ADDITIONAL DEFIBRILLATOR EXPENDITURE 

Councillor A. Sleath’s comments 

Also just a query about the £144 bill  from Carl dexter 

September minutes ( see below) The 3rd. point says up to £100 for electrical 

installation . I do remember discussing what an easy job it should be knowing 

the location of the defib. and its close proximity to the fuse box in the 

pavilion.  

But then the first point says £425 for the acquisition donation and electrical 

installation. 

Allocate a budget of £425 to cover the Parish Council’s contribution to the 

acquisition donation and electrical installation. 

• Add the defibrillator to the all risks element of the Parish Council’s insurance 

policy.  

• Indicate to HFA that the Parish Council was willing to contribute up to £100 

towards the cost of the electrical installation. 

Clerk’s summary of the position and actions suggested. 

• The defibrillator was supposed to cost £1425 of which the Parish Council 

agreed contribution was £425 comprising £325 for the defibrillator and £100 

for installation. 

 

• The defibrillator actually cost £1441 and installation was £120 which makes 

the Parish Council contribution £461 (£16 extra for the appliance and £20 

extra for installation). 

 

As far as the installation costs are concerned, it appears that there was a 

communication breakdown in seeking a quotation, formally accepting it and 

authorising works.  These are the relevant events. 

13 November 2020 

Graham Warwick (Houghton Field Association) wrote ‘Still waiting for Carl Dexter to 

install - he has said it will be £120 + vat (=£144) which is a bit more than we had 

budgeted but I hope that is ok’. 

Clerk replied to Graham Warwick (copied to Cllr I. Hill) ‘Unfortunately, I cannot 

promise that the extra expenditure of £20 will be OK although I like to think that it will 

be.  When I receive the invoice, I shall present it for consideration at December’s 

Parish Council meeting (10th).’ 

Week commencing Monday 14 December 2020 
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Invoice received from Carl Dexter (dated 30 November) – too late for reporting to 

December Parish Council meeting. 

In hindsight, the reply to Graham Warwick should have indicated that the quotation 

would have to be approved at a Parish Council meeting.  No express authorisation 

was given although it was no doubt surmised. 

 


