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ITEM 7/1 – COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW  

Notice of a Community Governance Review 

Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 

Local Government (Parish and Parish Councils) (England) Regulations 2008 

The Council has commenced a Community Governance Review of the civil parishes 

of the Harborough District. The purpose of the review is to enable the Council to 

consider if changes are needed to the parish arrangements within the District. 

The Council is now conducting the first stage of the review process and is inviting 

residents and interested organisations to submit their views on existing 

arrangements together with any proposals for change. 

The Council has published its Terms of Reference for the review and a copy can be 

obtained by contacting the Electoral Services team as shown below or it can be 

viewed at the Council Offices, Adam and Eve Street, Market Harborough, 

Leicestershire, LE16 7AG.  The Terms of Reference can also be viewed and 

downloaded from the Council’s website. 

Should you wish to submit a written representation regarding this review please 

address it to: 

Electoral Services 

Harborough District Council 

Council Offices 

Adam and Eve Street 

Market Harborough 

Leicestershire 

LE16 7AG 

Alternatively your submission may be emailed to: 

cgr@harborough.gov.uk 

The deadline for submissions is 31st January 2020. 

mailto:cgr@harborough.gov.uk
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ITEM 7/2 – LOCAL ELECTRICITY BILL 

Dear Mr Derry 

I am contacting you to ask you to help our campaign for more local, clean energy 

generation that would benefit local communities. 

We are a not-for-profit organisation campaigning for the Local Electricity Bill – that 

we authored – to become law. The Bill is currently supported by a cross-party group 

of 115 MPs. 

The Bill aims to solve the current problem whereby local renewable energy 

generators, such as community energy groups, are unable to sell energy that they 

generate to local people. This is because of the huge setup and running costs 

involved in doing so. 

The Bill would fix this problem by establishing a Right to Local Supply that would 

make the costs of selling locally generated clean energy proportionate to the scale of 

the operation. This would benefit the existing community energy groups across the 

country and, even more excitingly, create the opportunity for huge growth in such 

groups and other local clean energy providers.  

If the Bill became law it would be excellent news for Parish and Town Councils that 

wished to set up their own energy companies to sell locally generated renewable 

energy to local people, as the set up and running costs involved would be 

proportionate and thus a fraction of what they are now. The revenues received by 

such councils could be ploughed back into local emissions reduction schemes and 

other local services and facilities. 

Could you please help by doing the following? 

 

1. Ask Houghton on the Hill Parish Council to pass a motion in support of the 

Local Electricity Bill. A model resolution is below. 

2. Sign up to the campaign which you can do here: 

www.powerforpeople.org.uk/sign-up 

Please reply if you would like to ask anything about our campaign. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Steve Shaw 

Director 

Power for People 

www.powerforpeople.org.uk  

 

  

https://powerforpeople.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Local-Electricity-Bill.pdf
http://www.powerforpeople.org.uk/sign-up
http://www.powerforpeople.org.uk/
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Council Draft Resolution 

 

That [insert council’s name] 

(i) acknowledges the efforts that this council has made to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions and promote renewable energy; 

 

(ii) recognises that councils can play a central role in creating sustainable 
communities, particularly through the provision of locally generated 
renewable electricity; 
 

(iii) further recognises  
 

• that very large financial setup and running costs involved in selling 
locally generated renewable electricity to local customers result in it 
being impossible for local renewable electricity generators to do so, 
 

• that making these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a 
renewable electricity supplier’s operation would create significant 
opportunities for councils to be providers of locally generated 
renewable electricity directly to local people, businesses and 
organisations, and 
 

• that revenues received by councils that became local renewable 
electricity providers could be used to help fund local greenhouse gas 
emissions reduction measures and to help improve local services and 
facilities; 

 

(iv) accordingly resolves to support the Local Electricity Bill, currently 
supported by a cross-party group of 115 MPs, and which, if made law, 
would make the setup and running costs of selling renewable electricity to 
local customers proportionate by establishing a Right to Local Supply; and 
 

(v) further resolves to 
 

• inform the local media of this decision, 
 

• write to local MPs, asking them to support the Bill, and 
 

• write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, Power for People, 
(at 8 Delancey Passage, Camden, London NW1 7NN or 
info@powerforpeole.org.uk) expressing its support. 

mailto:info@powerforpeole.org.uk
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ITEM 7/3 - CONSULTATION ON STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

Dear Parish Clerk, 

Notification of Consultation on Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 

 

I am writing to notify you that the District Council will shortly be carrying out a public 

consultation on a draft Statement of Community Involvement (SCI).  

 

The production of an SCI is a legal requirement under Part 2 of the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act (2004). The SCI outlines how parties with an interest in 

planning issues in the District can engage with the planning system. It sets out who 

we will consult with, when and how. Changes in planning legislation bring into effect 

a requirement to complete a review of the SCI every 5 years, starting from the date 

of adoption, and have led to the need to review the current SCI which was adopted 

in March 2015.  

 

The consultation period is scheduled to begin on 20 November 2019 and close 

on 8 January 2020 (subject to consideration by the authority’s Council meeting on 

18 November 2019).    

 

The views of your Council or Meeting will be important and I trust that this notice 

period will allow you to make necessary arrangements to ensure you are in a 

position to make representations within this period.  

 

If you have further queries please do not hesitate to get in touch with a member of 

the Strategic Planning Team. You can telephone 01858 821160 or e mail 

planningpolicy@harborough.gov.uk 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Tess Nelson 

Strategic & Local Planning Manager 

mailto:planningpolicy@harborough.gov.uk


6 

ITEM 7/4 – NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING NETWORK EVENT 

 

From: Nik Green <Nik.Green@leics.gov.uk> On Behalf Of Neighbourhood Planning 

Sent: 21 October 2019 12:23 

To: undisclosed-recipients: 

Subject: Neighbourhood Planning Network Event - 19-11-19 

Dear All, 

The booking is now open for our next Neighbourhood Planning Network 

Event.  Detail about the event and how to book your place can be found at:- 

https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/np/networking-event.html 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible.  If you have any queries 

beforehand, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

Regards 

 

Neighbourhood Planning 

mailto:Nik.Green@leics.gov.uk
https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/np/networking-event.html
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ITEM 7/5 – 747 BUS SERVICE 

Dear 747 User Group members,   

As you will recall, as part of the implementation of Leicestershire County Council’s 

new Passenger Transport Policy and Strategy (PTPS), all supported services in 

Leicestershire are being reviewed.  The review of service 747 was completed and 

the outcome was favourable based on a joint funding arrangement with Rutland.  At 

the same time as Leicestershire began implementing its PTPS, Rutland was also 

developing a policy for reviewing its local bus services, but was not in a  position to 

confirm its approach to funding the 747 in the future until the review was 

complete.  The contract was extended until 5 Jan 2020 to enable Rutland to 

complete its policy review.  

 In September, Lee Quincey, Yusuf Isat and I met with Rutland County Council to 

discuss the 747 and thoughts regarding future funding of the service.  Rutland 

confirmed that they were now in a position where they could commit to funding the 

service going forward with the existing funding split.  Following this meeting, we 

approached Centrebus to ask them whether they would consider a further contract 

extension.  Centrebus confirmed that they were willing to extend the contract but, 

given the ongoing uncertainty surrounding Brexit, fuel prices, etc., they were only 

willing to commit for a period of 12 months from 5th Jan 2020 to 4th Jan 2021, with a 

3.4% increase on the current contract price.  This means that the new annual price 

for the service will be £53,251.   

We took the proposal to our Lead Member and obtained approval to extend the 

contract for a further year with the 3.4% price increase.  

We will continue to monitor the service during this extension period with a view to 

determining whether a further extension is required from Jan 2021 or whether we 

look for a longer-term solution.   

On this basis, I do not anticipate that a meeting is required to discuss the service.  If, 

however, you decide to arrange a meeting, please let me know and we will either 

have an officer in attendance or provide an update in advance.  

 Kind regards 

Clare Waldron 

Safe and Sustainable Travel Manager 

Leicestershire County Council 
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ITEM 7/6 - CELEBRATING GREAT COMMUNITIES EVENT 

Leicestershire County Council is hosting a 'Celebrating Great Communities' 

showcase event on the evening of Thursday 5th December, at County Hall, from 

4.30pm to 8.30pm. 

LCC is inviting residents, community representatives, VCSE representatives, Parish 

& Town Councils, partners and other stakeholders to attend this exciting evening 

event, where you will have the opportunity to:  

• Hear about different projects, activities and initiatives which are making a 
positive difference in Leicestershire 

• Hear from inspiring community champions, about how they have made an 
impact in local communities 

• Attend workshops around developing community buildings; social prescribing; 
being a resilient community; and how to apply for Lottery funding 

• Network and interact with other like-minded people who share common 
interests related to social action 

 

The event will also include the launch of a new information campaign around 

Tackling Loneliness in Leicestershire. 

Details of the workshops which you will be able to attend can be seen below: 

 

1. From The Ground Up - 
Developing a Community 
Building  

 

Paul Gadd from the Arc Community Hub in 

Shelthorpe will be sharing his inspiring story 

about how a local community came together to 

construct a new community centre in 

Loughborough. 

2. Social Prescribing in 
Leicestershire – 
Supporting people to lead 
fulfilling lives 

Anna Christie and Debbie Preston from 

Leicestershire County Council’s Public Health 

Department will be telling delegates about 

different social prescribing projects and activities 

which are currently operating in Leicestershire. 

3. How to be a Resilient 
Community  

 

 

Andrew Murr, Helen Hardy and Heleena 

Chauhan from the LLR Resilience Partnership will 

be giving examples of how people in local 

communities can be prepared and responsive to 

local situations, including emergencies.  

https://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/csi/celebrating-great-communities-re.html
http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/tackling-loneliness
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4. Applying for Lottery 
funding 

 

 

Oliver Savage from the National Lottery 

Community Fund will be providing details about 

the Lottery’s funding programmes, eligibility 

criteria and how to apply for grants. 

 

You can register to attend the event here and LCC sincerely hope you are able to 

attend. 

 

LCC also hopes that by attending this event, you will be inspired to undertake, 

promote and facilitate social action projects, particularly those which improve the 

lives of vulnerable and disadvantaged people, to help create Great Communities 

across Leicestershire.  For more details about this event, please contact: 

noel.singh@leics.gov.uk, tel: (0116) 3057020. 

http://www.leicestershirecommunities.org.uk/events/2019/12/celebrating-great-communities
mailto:noel.singh@leics.gov.uk


10 

ITEM 7/7 – TREE WARDEN NETWORK 

 Dear Parish/Town Council 

As a Parish/Town Council I am writing to you as part of a review of the Tree Warden 

Network and to understand the Parish Council’s approach to supporting wildlife. We 

would appreciate it if you would please complete the short questionnaire by 19th 

December 2019.  

The survey can be found by clicking on this link  

https://surveys.leics.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=157183690276 

The main benefits to a parish/town council for having a volunteer tree warden are:  

• Be a contact and support for all things tree related in the parish 

• Protect trees by reporting early signs of pests, diseases, damages and 

vandalism 

• Gather information, survey and record information about trees important for 

wildlife and or heritage in the Parish (this can include TPOs on trees, ancient 

hedgerows and or ancient/veteran trees)   

• Help look out for opportunities to plant more trees in the parish; enhancing the 

environment for parishioners 

• Help find the money to fund local tree planting projects for example the Tree 

Council have a community tree planting grant available to Tree Wardens  

• Get involved in campaigns to raise awareness about the importance of trees 

 

Although it should be noted that an individual  Tree Warden is not necessarily 

expected to cover activities that deliver all of these benefits, a Parish may therefore 

appoint more than one volunteer Tree Warden.  

 

Work to support Wildlife could include: 

• Support projects to manage open space for wildlife such as construction of 

bug hotels, woodland management, management of bird & bat boxes.  

• Community gardening 

• Recording of plants and animals within the local area.  

 

What this survey is aiming to do is understand which of the main benefits of a Tree 

Warden having would be most relevant to your Parish/Town Council and any training 

or support you as a Parish/Town Council may require to ensure that you and they 

are getting the most out of the being part of the Tree Warden Network.   

 

We also want to know more about any  work of the Parish around wildlife and wildlife 

volunteering.  

 

https://surveys.leics.gov.uk/snapwebhost/s.asp?k=157183690276
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This information will enable the County Council as Tree Warden Network 

Coordinator and provider of the Shire Environment Grant to assess and explore how 

best to support Parish/Town Councils, to strengthen the benefits that can be gained 

from volunteers in the Tree Warden Network and the use of environmental 

volunteers across the county.   

 

Any questions please don’t hesitate to contact me via email at 

treewardens@leics.gov.uk or by phone 01163057264.  

 

Kind regards  

Samantha Village  
Environmental Partnership Coordinator 
 

 

 

mailto:treewardens@leics.gov.uk
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ITEM 7/8 – ROYAL GARDEN PARTY 

Dear Colleague, 

Leicestershire Lieutenancy Office - Royal Garden Party invitation 

Each year the LRALC is invited by the Leicestershire Lieutenancy Office to nominate 

people to receive an invitation to a Royal Garden Party, (although the invitation to 

nominate is not guaranteed.)  This is separate to the invitations received from NALC 

and, as the request comes from the Leicestershire Lieutenancy Office, is applicable 

only to Leicestershire member councils.  The nomination will be considered by the 

Lord-Lieutenant’s Advisory Panel, whose recommendations will be considered by the 

Lord-Lieutenant personally and we will be advised of the outcome of the nomination 

as soon as possible after the deadline of 31st December 2019. 

At its September 2015 meeting the LRALC Executive Committee agreed that any 

councillor or employee of any Leicestershire member council who deserves 

recognition for specific work undertaken should be afforded the opportunity to send 

through a nomination which will then be considered by the Executive Committee at 

the pre-Christmas Executive Committee meeting each year.  As such, if you would 

like to send through a short written nomination detailing why the nominee 

should be considered please do so before Friday 6th December; the 

Association’s directors will then consider the nominations received at the Board 

Meeting to be held on Monday 9th December.  Please note; the criteria states that 

nominees or their companions should not have attended a Royal Garden Party 

previously. 

LRALC 
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ITEM 7/9 - CHARITABLE TRUSTS TRAINING COURSE 

Charitable Trusts and Parish/Town Councils - Navigating the Minefield 16th 

January 2020, 10am - 3pm 

 

Course overview: 

This one day course explains the law relating to trusts and provides operational 

guidance for the trusteeship of charities. More information is in the attachment. 

Come away with a background of the statutory role, knowledge of roles and 

responsibilities in day to day operation, and a wider understanding of issues 

connected to trusts. 

 

Who is this course for? 

This course is suitable for all Parish Clerks and those involved with or would like to 

know more about Charitable Trusts and Members who might be trustees. 

 

Cost: £45 per delegate (members), £120 per delegate (non-members) including 

buffet lunch. 

 

Date: 16th January 2020, 10am - 3pm 

 

Venue: Jubilee Hall, Anstey 
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ITEM 7/10 - MARIE CURIE NURSES 

From: Clarice Whiteside <Clarice.Whiteside@mariecurie.org.uk>  

Sent: 05 November 2019 15:17 

To: clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk 

Cc: Claire Korsakovs <Claire.Korsakovs@mariecurie.org.uk> 

Subject: Community / donation Marie Curie  

Good afternoon  

 I’m aware that most parish councils have a community / donations fund that I can 

apply  for to  help support  the funding of our Marie Curie nurses that support the 

local community of Houghton on the Hill. 

 Last year, our team of 19 Marie Curie Nurses in Leicestershire & Rutland - provided 

10,108 hours of care to 157 patients across the county. A fantastic thing about Marie 

Curie is that the nurses can administer specialist care to people in the comfort of 

their own homes. Patients have the choice to remain in a familiar setting surrounded 

by the people they love. Just £20 pays for a Marie Curie nurse to look after someone 

in their home for one hour.  

   

Marie Curie is here for people living with any terminal illness, whether it’s cancer or 

any other illness. We offer expert care, guidance and support to help the patients 

and their families get the most from the time they have left.  

   

With a growing and aging population, there’s a greater demand for care and support 

services. As many as 44% of adults in the last year of their life have multiple long-

term conditions. The amount of people living with at least three terminal conditions is 

expected to rise by 1 million in the next 10 years. This is why we are dedicated on 

constantly increasing our service and we hope to have the capacity to help and 

support as many people as possible.  

   

Our nurses work night and day, in people’s homes across the UK, providing hands-

on care and vital emotional support. We also support people throughout their illness 

by giving practical information, support from trained volunteers, and being there 

when someone wants to talk. Our nurses and healthcare assistants provide a full 

overnight nursing shift from 10pm until 7am; helping people to cope with their 

symptoms, offering advice and support, and enabling their carers to get some rest. 

With regular Marie Curie nurse visits, patients are 3x less likely to be admitted to 

hospital in an emergency at the end of their lives.  

   

Over the past year, we have also launched the Marie Curie Support Line – a free 

confidential phone helpline for anyone who has questions about any aspect of 

terminal illness, needs support, or just wants to talk, open Monday – Friday 9am to 

5pm. We have also launched the Marie Curie Community – an online community for 

anyone affected by terminal illness to share experiences and find and give support.  

  

mailto:Clarice.Whiteside@mariecurie.org.uk
mailto:clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk
mailto:Claire.Korsakovs@mariecurie.org.uk
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It would be great if you are able to support us       with a donation or a community 

grant. 

  

Kindest regards  

 Claire 

Claire Korsakovs 

Community Fundraiser- Leicestershire and Rutland 

 Marie Curie 

Care and support through terminal illness 

Reply from Clerk 5 November 2019 

Dear Clarice/Claire, 

The Parish Council operates a grants scheme although applications have to be 

submitted by 1 October each year in respect of the financial year commencing the 

following April.  I can, however, submit your thoughts to our Parish Councillors at 

their next meeting on 14 November 2019.  You will appreciate that I cannot make 

any promises.  There is one aspect which you can perhaps clarify.  You mention 

‘help support the funding of our Marie Curie nurses that support the local community 

of Houghton on the Hill’.  The Parish Council’s grants scheme expressly excludes 

‘Upward Funders’, i.e. local groups whose fund raising is sent to their central 

headquarters for redistribution.  Perhaps you could comment on this.  I look forward 

to hearing from you. 

Reply from Claire Korsakovs 13 November 2019 

Thanks for coming back to us, I can confirm any money we raise will help fund the 

nurses that cover Leicestershire including ‘Houghton on the Hill’  

Best wishes  

Claire Korsakovs 

Community Fundraiser- Leicestershire and Rutland 
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ITEM 12 -  ANNUAL VILLAGE WALK 

LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

Chapel Close 1. Moss-covered footpaths at entrance from St 

Catharine’s Way, and on North side of road for most 

of length.  Tarmac in poor condition and breaking up. 

(Photograph VW19-43 & 44) 

Chapel Close 

(Green) 

2. Enclosed green between Chapel Close and St. 

Catharine’s Way - Footpath surface poor where not 

recently replaced.  Vegetation growing across the 

footpath. 

Chapel Close 

(Green) 

3. Enclosed green between Chapel Close and St. 

Catharine’s Way - Tree within green may need crown 

lift to remove low branches.  (Photograph VW19-

45,46,47) 

Charlotte’s Walk 4. Overgrowth of moss and weeds on footpath to fronts 

of houses.  (Photograph VW19-25) 

Deane Gate Drive 5. Salt bin on the corner of Deane Gate Drive and 

Linwal Avenue is 2/3 full and needs filling. 

Firs Road 6. Firs Road into Home Close Road - Poor footpath. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_50 4 of 4) 

Footpath Linwal 

Avenue to 

Uppingham Road 

7. Footpath:- 

 

•  Weeds adjacent to footpath in the verges. 

•  Overhanging branches from shrubs 

•  At the end of the footpath where it meets 

Uppingham Road (Service road) a bush is 

encroaching on the pathway. 

Footpath Linwal 

Avenue to 

Uppingham Road 

8. Tree branch shading the light from lamp post.  

Forsell’s End 9. Footpaths generally have old tarmac breaking up. 

(Photographs VW19-30&31) 



17 

Freer Close 10. Footpaths:- 

 

•  East side of junction with St. Catharine’s 

Way, Moss growth, slipping hazard. 

(Photograph VW19-27) 

•  Outside nos. 3,4 - Footpath outside these 

houses very moss-covered. 

(Photograph  VW19-29) 

Hollies Close 11. No. 9 - Poor pavement. 

(Photographs 07_10_19_14_32 4 of 4) 

Ingarsby Lane 12. Pavement outside No. 23 & 21 - moss encroaching 

on to pavement will make it slippery. 

(Photographs IMG_8582/8583) 

Ingarsby Lane 13. Dangerous drop off on Ingarsby Lane where stream 

first crosses under the lane. 

(Photograph IMG-8610) 

The gullies along the side of the lane were filled, with 

what was thought to be mill waste, earlier in the year.  

It was known that the next time there were a few 

days of heavy rain it would be washed away.  

Outside of marked area although most likely within 

the parish boundary.  Where foot shown on 

photograph, it is approximately 25 cm drop-off and 

could cause an accident. 

(Photographs IMG-8609/8610) 

Linwal Avenue 14. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

 

•  Outside no 15 the road surface has sunk. 

•  Outside no 28 the footpath has sunk. 90cm 

x 80cm x 2.5cm deep. 

Main Street 15. Entrance to Firs Close poor pavement surface. 

(photograph 3263) 

Main Street 16. Pavement adjacent to lamp post 3 – poor surface. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_22 1 of 5) 

Main Street 17. No. 30 - Poor pavement opposite.  

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_32 2 of 4) 
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Main Street 18. No.16 Main Street (The Rectory) – Pavement poor. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_32 3 of 4) 

Main Street 19. Entrance to Old Black Horse public house car park - 

two loose kerbstones (marked with yellow paint 

crosses). 

(Photograph VW19-02  ) 

Main Street 20. West side, south of Village Hall.  Large tree 

overhanging whole width of Main street.  For safety 

could be trimmed to limit spread. 

(Photograph VW19-08) 

Main Street 21. West side, south of St. Catharine’s Way junction - 

Grass verge.  Consideration to provide hard surface 

for pedestrians going to school and facilitate road 

crossing. 

(Photograph VW 19-12) 

North Way 22. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

 

•  Outside nos. 3,5 - Footpath in poor 

condition with small pothole. 

 (Photograph VW19-40) 

•  Broken kerbstones and a subsided street 

drain grating. 

(Photograph VW19-41) 

St. Catharine’s 

Way 

23. Footpath along east side of street.  Surface breaking 

up along nearly all areas not already renewed.   

St. Catharine’s 

Way 

24. Little St Catharine’s Green (triangular verge on west 

side of St Catharine’s Way) - Large fallen branch left 

adjacent to bench. 

(Photograph VW19-39) 
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Scotland Lane 

 

25. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

 

•  Outside no 3 there is a hole in the middle of 

the road. 

•  Outside no 15A the road surface is broken 

up. 

•  Outside no 18 the road surface is broken 

up. 5cm deep. 

•  Outside no 19 the road surface is broken 

up. 

•  Outside nos 19-27 a number of the large 

raised kerbstones adjacent to the raised footpath 

are loose and/or have fallen over. 

•  Outside the two blocks of St Catharine’s 

Terrace the road surface has broken up. 

•  Outside no 20 and at the top of the 

southern side of Scotland Lane there are a 

number of holes in the road surface. 

Scotland Lane 26. Salt bin is 2/3 full and needs more filling. 

Scotland Lane 27. Outside no 1 - There are weeds growing in the gutter. 

Stretton Lane 28. Street Furniture:- 

•  Traffic barrier on footpath at edge of road is 

bent. 

 (Photograph VW19-14) 

•  Footpath at west boundary of school - 

Wooden footpath sign illegible and rotting. 

(Photograph VW19-15) 

•  Footpath to cricket field.  Wooden gate 

rotting, hinges loose, possibly gatepost loose but 

obscured by ivy growth.  (Photograph VW19-16) 

•  At 20 mph limit, west side - Street light pole 

leaning, but not loose. 

(Photograph VW19-22) 

•  At same corner, FP sign to Freer Close 

overgrown and dirty. 

(Photograph VW19-24) 

Stretton Lane 29. 20mph limit sign on east side of road obscured by 

vegetation. 

(Photograph VW19-21) 
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Stretton Lane 30. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

•  Loose kerbstone and adjacent sunken drain 

cover. 

(Photograph VW19-18) 

•  South of 20mph limit, east side.  Verge 

subsiding. 

(Photograph VW19-20) 

The Rise 31. Near no. 1 - There are weeds growing over the 

pavement and steps.  This appears to be part of the 

public footpath. 

The Rise 32. Brick walls either side of The Rise (where it adjoins 

the north side of Scotland Lane) have severe frost 

damage to their tops and the bricks are crumbling.  

Some repairs have taken place (random blue bricks 

added) but more is needed to halt damage. 

Thomas Close 33. Weeds growing in road gutters. 

Thomas Close 34. Outside no 3 - Weeds and small sapling growing in 

the middle of the pavement. 

Uppingham Road 35. Outside no 3 - The road sign wood frame is rotten 

and the road sign with the road name (Uppingham 

Road) is loose. 

Uppingham Road 36. Outside no 3 - The pavement has raised areas and 

loose gravel. 

Uppingham Road 37. Beginning outside no 41A and extending up past nos. 

49 and 51 to the car sales (west of the Rose and 

Crown PH) - there is a storm drainage channel 

adjacent to the public footpath which appears to be 

part of the public highway.  The drain outside no 41A 

is blocked with soil and gravel and there is vegetation 

growing which blocks the channel outside nos. 49 

and 51.  The channel is blocked by pebbles and 

gravel adjacent to the car sales. 



21 

Uppingham Road 38. The (new) bus stop outside the Rose and Crown PH 

is covered in ivy and has vegetation growing behind 

from adjacent scrub land.  It does not appear to be 

land owned by the Rose and Crown PH.  Immediate 

attention is needed to remove the ivy before it 

becomes a real issue and the shelter cannot be used. 

Uppingham Road 39. Traffic lights still not commissioned and in use. 

Uppingham Road 40. Pedestrian crossing refuge (not the refuge with the 

new, not commissioned traffic lights, further east of 

this) keep left bollard has been knocked/fallen over. 

Uppingham Road 41. RHS of road heading towards Billesdon.  Bad area of 

pavement opposite lamp post 50. 

(photograph 3256) 

Uppingham Road 42. LHS heading to Billesdon.  Pavement and hedgerow 

very overgrown around bus stop opposite 87 

Uppingham Road. 

(photograph 3257) 

Uppingham Road 43. LHS heading to Billesdon.  By the large green road 

sign, opposite to lamp post 38 there are three holes 

in the verge, some sort of iron works which should 

have had tops on but now don’t. 

(photographs 3258, 3259. 3260) 

Uppingham Road 44. By lamp post 35.  Hole in road with missing iron top. 

(reported previously). 

Uppingham Road 45. Verge between Main Street and Firs Road bushes 

obscuring Road signs. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_50 3 of 4) 

Uppingham Road 46. North Side from No. 8 to No. 22 - Grass on verges 

has overgrown its edging and encroaching on to the 

path. 

(Photographs IMG_8590-4) 

Uppingham Road 47. North Side No. 12 - Low hedge encroaching onto 

path. (Photograph IMG_8596) 
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Uppingham Road 48. North side outside Davidson’s site:- 

•  Metal frame in verge 

(Photographs IMG_8597/8) 

•  Barrier and cone left in verge 

(Photographs IMG_8600/8602-3) 

•  Verges churned up  

(Photographs IMG-8604-5) 

Weir Lane 49. No. 8 - Poor footpath. 

(Photographs 07_10_19_14_35 1 of 2, 

07_10_19_14_35 2 of 2) 

Winckley Close 50. Footpath on South side of road.  Excessive moss on 

footpath.  Old tarmac in poor condition and breaking 

up. 

(Photograph VW19-42 ) 

 

 

WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION 

Linwal Avenue 

(where it meets with 

Scotland Lane, next 

to the footpath 

leading to 

Uppingham Road) 

51. This still has temporary wire fencing alongside the 

footpath and there are visible exposed pipes in the 

area which are both unsightly and could be a 

temptation to children to try to get in. 
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PARISH COUNCIL 

Main Street 52. Bench at bus stop - OK but will need recoating in 

2020 

(Photograph VW19-09) 

St Catharine’s Way 

(north) 

53. Wooden seat (near Post Office) needs some 

varnish/oil treatment. 

St Catharine’s Way 54. Little St Catharine’s Green (triangular verge on west 

side of St Catharine’s. Way).  Bench OK but will 

need recoating in 2020. 

Uppingham Road 55. Village seats could all do with a clean and wood 

preservative application. 

(photograph 3261) 

 

SEVERN TRENT WATER 

Two blocks of St. 

Catharine’s Terrace 

56. Between the two blocks of St Catharine’s Terrace 

and adjacent to the old village pump, there is still 

some collected water.  This became deep a few 

weeks ago after heavy rain and surface water drain 

was blocked and might then have been cleared.  

There is still standing water which runs downhill and 

there does not seem to be a drain at the bottom of 

the hill to remove it.  The drain is halfway up the hill 

so does not remove the water until it has reached a 

depth.  Many residents complained in early 2019 

when the whole road was under water. 

 

WATERLOO HOUSING 

St Catharine’s 

Terrace 

57. Outside nos. 1-6 and no 9 St Catharine’s Terrace 

(bottom of Scotland Lane, west side, where the road 

forms a U shape) bushes from the garden land are 

encroaching over the pavement. 
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Email from Clerk to Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

Dear Mary, 

At the recent Annual Village Walk, it was noted that the sign at the entrance to the 

footpath on Charlotte’s Walk had faded and Councillors wondered whether this and 

any other signs needed replacing.  If so, can you please let me know how many you 

would need?  Also, if the Parish Council provided them, would you be able to 

arrange for them to be put up?  I have to emphasise that I am only making an 

enquiry and I cannot guarantee that the Parish Council would fund the purchase.  If 

you do feel that you need more signs, could you drop me an email to make a request 

for the funding?  Do you also know what the cost would be and who the supplier is? 

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Regards 

Steve Derry 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

Email from Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator 

Hi Steve 

Please find attached price list etc from the official NHW sign supplier (NSP). 
Minimum number is 25. 

I have also contacted Hickman Signs, Rookery Lane, Thurmaston who have 
supplied them in the past (but are not offical NHW sign providers) and they have 
personalised them to include "Houghton on the Hill "  

These are £8.50 plus VAT and ties. We can order as many as we like ie 10. 

Please let me know what the Parish Council decide. 

Mary 
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ITEM 15 – DAMAGE TO GRASS VERGE AND HEDGE - CHARLOTTE’S WALK 

Charlotte’s Walk - Damage to hedge and grass 

Thursday 24 October 2019 

A resident reported damage which had allegedly been caused by the Parish 

Council’s grass cutting contractor (Turney Landscapes).  The operator is allegedly to 

have lost control of the mower which became embedded in the hedge between 

Charlotte’s Walk and the grass verge.  The complainant did not know who owned the 

hedge although they had, along with all other residents of Charlottes Walk 

maintained the sections outside their properties.  It understood that prior to the 

present residents living there, several residents had sections of the hedge laid to 

look after it. 

Numerous stakes had been damaged along with the damage to the hedge itself. 

The complainant commented ‘whilst the grass might recover the hedge will need 

work to repair the damaged stakes. 

The complainant sought confirmation that ‘this will be taken up with the contractors 

and that any work required to repair the damage will be carried out’.  

Friday 25 October 2019 

Observations invited from Contractor. 

Monday 28 October 2019 

My Operatives said they had got the mower stuck, which had caused some damage 

to the ground and the hedge.  They showed some pictures of what had happened 

and how they had tried to repair it as best as they could.  They have reformed the 

hedge as best as possible, and with the type of hedge it is this, it will regrow and 

recover quite quickly in the spring when it starts to grow again.  As for the stakes, I 

don’t believe these are required any more, as the hedge is well developed and I 

believe they were only put in to support the hedge whilst it was young and 

developing.  The grass, this will recover and come back in time.  We did hold off 

cutting the grass on the pieces next to this area as they were short, and also had the 

incline towards the road around the trees; so they thought it was safer to leave rather 

than cause any more damage. They have walked the areas and strimmed off the 

longer bits to keep it the same height and tidy. 

Monday 28 October 2019 

Clerk notified Leicestershire County Council (LCC) of the incident and, since the 

grass was cut on behalf of the County Council, it was suggested that it was for LCC 

to determine whether the explanation provided by the contractor was satisfactory 

and the end of the matter. 



27 

Monday 4 November 2019 

LCC replied:- 

This isn’t an LCC owned hedge.  As for the verge itself if it needs any grass seed 

going down I can arrange this in the spring but it will likely have grown back by then. 

Clerk’s summary 

• It has not been possible to determine ownership of the hedge. 

• Assessments of work (if any) required to the hedge vary. 

• The owner of the grass (LCC) area considers that no remedial work is 

necessary. 



28 

ITEM 16 – PARKING ON FIELD CLOSE 

From: Andrew Idiabana <Andrew.Idiabana@Platformhg.com>  
Sent: 06 November 2019 17:08 
To: clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk 
Subject: Re: Parking on Field Close, Houghton on the Hill 

Dear Mr Derry, 

Further to your email below regarding parking on Field Close, I am writing to you with 
an update on the position of this matter. 

Following on from your email to Judith Wise, she instructed our architects to look into 
the matter of improving the current parking arrangement on Field Close. 

Our architects carried out some initial studies and looked at what improvements 
would be possible within the constraints of the area and within the remit of Waterloo 
Housing Group. 

Having carried out this exercise our architects have concluded that although it would 
be technically possible to squeeze in a few more parking spaces with a re-design of 
what is currently in place, any such re-design would have to be agreed and 
instructed by the Council's Highways Team. 

This is because having carried out the appropriate checks it has been confirmed that 
the area of land occupied by the Field Close parking space is land adopted by the 
Council and maintained by the Council's Highways Team at public expense. 

As a result of this, Waterloo Housing Group cannot legally carry out any repair or 
alteration works on this land.  

Please find attached a drawing from the Council highlighting (in brown) the area 
under the management of the Council's Highways Team. The only area excluded 
from this is the grassed area on the right side of the approach road to Houghton 
Fields, as mentioned in your email below.  

Waterloo Housing Group would be happy to submit proposals to the Council's 
Planning Department for the provision of a hard standing area to provide parking for 
at least two cars in this area. 

I appreciate that this is far from the outcome the Parish Council was hoping for, but 
under the current circumstances this is the only additional parking that we can offer 
(Please note that Waterloo Housing Group would still have to make an application to 
the Council's Planning Department for permission to make the above changes). 

Please let me have your thoughts on this matter and let me know if the Parish 
Council would still like us to submit an application to provide parking as mentioned 
above. 

 Kind regards Andrew 

mailto:Andrew.Idiabana@Platformhg.com
mailto:clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk
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From: Stephen Derry <clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk>  
Sent: 15 February 2019 14:46 
To: Judith Wise <Judith.Wise@waterloo.org.uk> 
Subject: Parking on Field Close, Houghton on the Hill 

 Dear Judith, 

Your email to our chairman, Ann Sleath, dated 15 January 2019 was considered by 
the Parish Council at its meeting last night and I have been asked to respond 
accordingly. 

 The Parish Council expressed its appreciation for your consultation 
invitation.  Councillors decided to bring the following points to your attention:- 

 It was resolved to:- 

• Express concerns as to the adequacy of the proposed parking provision given 
the number of parking spaces that will be lost when the garages at Weir Lane 
are demolished. 

• Indicate that marked bays were likely to improve parking density (i.e. 
maximise the number of spaces in Freer Close). 

• Comment that the whole of the grassed area on the right side of the approach 
road to Houghton Field (shown on the plan as ‘additional perpendicular car 
parking spaces for 2 no. cars to side of existing road’) should have a 
tarmac/hard surface to provide more parking. 

• Comment that works should be prioritised to be undertaken in advance of the 
demolition of the existing garages. 

 I shall pass on any comments to our Parish Councillors.  The next meeting of the 
Parish Council is on Thursday 14 March 2019. 

  

Regards 
Steve Derry 
Clerk to the Parish Council 
 

mailto:clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk
mailto:Judith.Wise@waterloo.org.uk
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ITEM 17 - MULTI-SPORTS SCHEME 

Email from Jack Hubbard, Director, Finding Fitness Ltd. 

Dear Steve, 

Thank you for your email.  

Thank you also for supporting the project, which as you've seen from the 

documentation, was well received by residents and beyond!  

I understand why the Parish Council will be reluctant to fund non-resident 

participants. I think the nature of the school having a lot of 'out of village' pupils will 

always lead to us having a large proportion of non village children attending.  

I would like to put forward the idea of helping the Parish Council to achieve a grant 

from Sport England. They run a small grants programme for projects under £10K, 

similar to the Awards for All one that you were awarded earlier this year. More 

information can be found at https://www.sportengland.org/funding/small-grants/ . 

They have recently changed their funding criteria and have opened the funding up to 

benefit children from 5 years old to 13 years old. I haven't done one of these 

applications before, but having read the guidance notes, they're looking to fund just 

the sort of project that we'd like to do.  

I'd be happy to work with Ian, or another member of the Parish Council, to complete 

this form. Hopefully we could do this before Christmas to allow plenty of time to get a 

decision, and, if necessary, come up with an alternative.  

Perhaps you can put this to the Parish Council on my behalf? 

You also have £500 of funding leftover from the Awards for All grant I believe. 

Perhaps that can be put into the pot to fund further clubs too? 

Please let me know if you'd like anymore information from me.  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Jack 

https://www.sportengland.org/funding/small-grants/
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Report from Cllr. I. Hill 

Proposal for Summer Sports sessions for Houghton Children during Summer 

2020. 

This arises from the success of the Summer Sports scheme run for two separate 

weeks in 2019, which received very positive feedback from parents, and was fully 

subscribed. Parents commented on the advantages of keeping children in touch with 

school-friends during the summer. It was funded by a lottery grant and had no cost to 

the PC. 

It is proposed to run the scheme in a similar way in 2020. It will not be eligible for a 

new lottery grant as  these schemes are expected to gradually revert to self-funding 

once established. The ideal venue for this event is the Village Hall, with the 

combination of facility for outdoor/indoor play depending on weather. The village hall 

is already getting bookings for Summer 2020 so there needs to be a decision about 

running this scheme and its funding in 2020. The details below have been discussed 

and agreed in consultation with the leader of Finding Fitness ltd, Jack Hubbard. 

Weeks of operation: 

2 separate weeks, w/c 27th July and w/c 17th August. This gives families two weeks 

to go away after school breaking up and gives a two-week gap in between clubs. 

Costs: 

• Finding Fitness charge £3000 +VAT for supplying leaders and management. 

• Hire charges for the Village Hall would be approx.. £450 as last year. 

• Equipment was obtained last year and is the property of the PC. Only a small 

replacement budget would be necessary, estimate £100. 

Thus total cost £3,550 +VAT. Funding: 

At 20 children per day, for 10 days, gives 200 children-days, thus cost per child-day 

is just under £18, excluding VAT. Experience at Great Glen and Scraptoft, who have 

run similar schemes with Finding Fitness, and are moving them towards self-funding, 

is that asking parents to pay £ 7.50 or £8 per day does not materially affect take-up 

of the scheme. 

Given a charge of £8 per day per child, this would raise £1600. The PC could then 

underwrite the scheme for the remaining £2000. To recover all or part of this cost 

there are at least 2 options: 

a) There is a residual sum approaching £600 unspent in the Lottery grant for the 

scheme in 

2019. It is proposed that the lottery be approached by the clerk with a request to hold 

this over to subsides the scheme for 2020. 

b) The scheme is eligible to apply for funding from either or both of Sport England 

and Harborough community grants. 
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Formal proposal to Council: 

Houghton PC agrees to support the running of a Summer Sports scheme for 

Summer 2020 on the dates specified above. The PC will underwrite the costs of the 

scheme up to £2000, while also applying for grants to offset this cost as appropriate. 
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ITEM 20D – VILLAGE HALL GRANT APPLICATION 

 

Extract from minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10 October 2019 

It was resolved that Houghton Village Hall be requested to provide a breakdown of 

costs in respect of the replacement of kitchen work surfaces between the ‘island’ and 

other work surfaces. 

Matt Scase (Treasurer, Houghton Village Hall) has provided the following 

information:- 

Quotation 
Stainless steel worktops, longer sections no joins. 
 
336mm Long x 600mm wide x 38mm thick, with the front and both ends folded and 
finished. 
No cut outs required.  
Cost - £265.20 including vat. 
  
3036mm Long x 600mm wide x 38mm thick, with the front and both ends folded and 
finished. 
No cut outs required. 
Cost - £1,044 including vat. 
  
3154mm Long x 600mm wide x 38mm thick, with the front and one end folded and 
finished. 
No cut outs required. 
Cost - £1,074 including vat. 
  
1600mm Long x 1600mm wide x 38mm thick, with all four sides folded and finished. 
No cut outs required. 
Cost - £1,267.20 including vat. 
  
Templating and installation - £600 including vat. 
  
Sub total project cost - £4,250 including vat. 
 

I hope this is sufficient for your breakdown.  

 


