Houghton on the Hill Parish Council

Allotment Garden Tenancy Agreement

An agreement made on 9 August 2012 (date).

Between Houghton on the Hill Parish Council (hereinafter called the Council)

and Houghton Gardeners’ Club (hereinafter called the "Tenant" or the “Club”).
Whereby the Council agrees to let, and the tenant agrees to take on a tenancy
commencing 10 August 2012 (date) for the Allotment Garden at Houghton on the Hill
A47 (SK679039) at the annual rental of £200.00 [Two Hundred Pounds]. Both
parties will undertake a review of the terms and conditions of the agreement every
two years to allow adjustments to be made in respect of changing conditions.

Amendments

Date Minute Clause

8 December 2016 14-12/16 12

9 March 2017 09-09/20 8 (new clause)
14 November 2024 08-11/24 10

11 December 2025 12-12/25 10

The council allows the Tenant to sub-let any portion of the allotment garden, within
the rules of the Houghton Gardeners’ Club, to anyone who is resident in the parish of
Houghton on the Hill. Sub-letting to anyone from another parish is allowed providing
that the person is identified as being from outside the parish and his/her originating
parish is identified. The rent per plot for external parish members will be twice that of
the equivalent rent per plot for resident parish members.

The Council reserves the right to alter these conditions and to give the Tenant a
quarter’s notice of any changes. This agreement supersedes the previous Allotment
Garden Tenancy Agreement dated September 2020.

Tenant’s address
Mr. A. Hinshelwood
5 Deane Gate Drive
Houghton on the Hill
Leicestershire

LE7 9HA
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THE TENANCY is subject to the Allotment Acts 1908 to 1950 and to the
following conditions:

1. The Tenant shall pay the annual rent to the Council within 14 days of
receiving an invoice from the Council.

The Tenant shall allow the Allotment Garden to be used as an allotment
garden only (except for the current amenity areas - arboretum and pond),
by its sub-tenants (that is to say wholly or mainly for the production of
garden flowers, vegetable or fruit crops for consumption by the sub-
tenants and their families). It shall be used for no other purpose and the
tenant shall ensure that the soil is kept clean and free from noxious
contaminants, livestock carcasses, and weeds and in a good state of
cultivation and fertility and in good condition.

The Tenant shall not allow sub-tenants to cause any nuisance or
annoyance to the occupier of any other allotment garden or to occupiers
of neighbouring properties, or obstruct any path set out by the Council for
the use of the occupiers of the allotment gardens.

The Tenant shall not underlet, assign, or part with the possession of the
Allotment Garden or any part thereof without the written consent of the
Council apart from that specified in the Tenant’s constitution.

The Tenant shall not allow any sub-tenant, without the consent of the
Council, to cut or prune any timber or other trees, or take, sell or carry
away any mineral, sand or clay.

The Tenant shall not allow any sub-tenants to keep any livestock on the
Allotment Garden.

The Tenant shall keep every hedge that forms part of the boundary of the
Allotment Garden properly cut and trimmed, keep all ditches properly
cleansed and maintained and keep in repair all gates and sheds on the
Allotment Garden. It is recommended that hedges do not exceed a height
of 1.5 metres. Itis also required that there is proper maintenance of the
arboretum.

No direct access to the allotments is permitted from properties sharing a
boundary with the allotments. Gates or other means of access must not
be installed on the boundary.
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The Tenant shall not allow any sub-tenant to use any barbed wire for a
fence adjoining any path set out by the Council for the use of the
occupiers of the Allotment Gardens.

The Tenant shall not allow any sub-tenant, without the written consent of
the Council, erect any building or structure on the Allotment Garden, and
the Tenant shall be responsible for the removal of any building or
structure on or before the termination of any sub-tenancy.

If a plot holder requests a polytunnel, Houghton Gardeners’ Club will refer
them to the Parish Council for consideration as to the dimensions that will
be acceptable.

Any duly authorised representative of the Council shall be entitled at any
time to enter and inspect the Allotment Garden.

The Tenant shall not burn any material or allow any to be burnt on the
Allotment Garden.

It is the Tenant’s responsibility that all shared paths between the Allotment
Garden and any neighbouring Allotment Garden shall be kept cut and
clipped up to half their width unless otherwise expressly provided for by
the Council. All shared paths should be kept clear of obstruction and in
good order and condition and free from weeds.

No trees other than fruit trees shall be grown on the Allotment Garden
(apart from the established trees of the arboretum).

The Tenant shall not deposit, or allow other persons to deposit, on the
Allotment Garden any refuse or any decaying matter except for manure or
compost, or material for the purpose of making compost, in such
quantities as may reasonably be required for use in cultivation.
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16. Itis the Tenant’s responsibility when using any sprays or fertilisers, that: -

All reasonable care is taken to ensure that adjoining hedges, trees
and crops are not adversely affected, and must make good or
replant as necessary should any damage occur and

So far as possible select and use chemicals, whether for spraying,
seed dressing or for any other purpose whatsoever, that will
cause the least harm to members of the public, game birds and
other wildlife, other than vermin or pests, and

Comply at all times with current regulations.

The Tenant shall not allow sub-tenants to use the Allotment Garden for
residential purposes.

It is the Tenant’s responsibility to ensure that there is no erection of any
advertisements on the Allotment Garden.

Should the Tenant wish to terminate this tenancy, then 12 month's written
notice is required.

Any notice required by this agreement to be given to the Council shall be
delivered to or sent by post to the Clerk of the Council and notice to be
given to the Tenant shall be treated as sufficiently served if left at or
posted to the address of the Tenant appearing at the head of this
Agreement (or such new address of the Tenant that has been properly
notified to the Council) or by fixing the same in some conspicuous manner
on the Allotment Garden.

The Tenant agrees to notify the Council in writing immediately of any
change of the Tenant’s address.

The Tenant agrees to supply to the Council a list of names and addresses
of all sub-tenants and to maintain the accuracy of this list.

The Tenant agrees that any dispute between the Tenant and any other

occupier of an allotment garden shall be referred to the Council, whose
decision shall be final.
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The Tenant shall ensure that sub-tenants are only entitled to one
allotment holding. If any allotment plots are in excess of current
requirements then the Tenant may let excess plots to existing sub-
tenants. The terms and conditions for these excess plots will be in
accordance with this agreement and payment will be in accordance with
the Tenant’s scale of charges. The Club shall undertake to ensure that
there is no unreasonable waiting list for allotments, especially from
Houghton residents, and will undertake to eliminate multiple holdings if
this is the cause of any shortage of allotments. Houghton residents on the
allotment waiting list will be placed above non residents and new
applicants from Houghton will assume a position on the waiting list
immediately beneath other residents (i.e. above non-Houghton residents).

In the event of the Gardeners’ Club (the Tenant) becoming defunct
through insolvency, inactivity, not properly constituted or in any other
manner, this agreement shall terminate. In such a case, the Council will
take appropriate steps to ensure continuity of tenancy is maintained for
the sub-tenants and the terms and conditions of this agreement will be
offered as individual agreements between the sub-tenants and the
Council.

This tenancy may be determined by re-entry by the Council at any time

after giving 3 months previous notice in writing to the Tenant on account
of the Allotment Garden being required:

For any purpose, other than use for agriculture, for which it has
been appropriated under any statutory provision, or

For building, mining or any other industrial purpose or for roads or
sewers necessary in connection with any of those purposes.

In order to maintain a good working arrangement between the Tenant and
the Council, a Councillor, who is not a member of the Gardeners’ Club will
be invited to attend Club meetings when matters affecting the Parish
Council are being considered.
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Signed on behalf of the
Council

Position or capacity

Date

Signed on behalf of the
Tenant (Club)

Position or capacity

Date
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