
Background to housing development in Harborough District, and specifically 
Houghton, 2015-2017  

National Targets. 
The government has increased target numbers for new house-building across the whole country and these 
are then divided down to revised targets for each local authority. 

Harborough DC and Local Plans 
Harborough District Council (HDC) has a duty to produce a Local Plan which provides a coherent strategy for 
location and numbers of house-building across its area.  This involves not only house-building, but the 
provision of supporting infrastructure including employment, transport, and a wide variety of services.  This 
Local Plan is required to have an allocation of identified land where the anticipated housing over the next 5 
years can be built.  Before the increased national house-building targets, the HDC Local Plan was based on 
providing about 350 houses per year across the district. 
 
The revised national target increases the HDC target numbers to some 475 houses per year.  Since the 
existing HDC Local Plan cannot meet these figures it is, by national rules, invalidated.  HDC has thus been 
forced to produce a new Local Plan. 
 
The Local Plan is complex document directing the development of housing, employment and a wide range of 
services over a 15-year period.  HDC has produced its overarching guidelines, as a Core Strategy.  It is very 
close to publishing a draft Local Plan (probably September 2015) which will then be open for public 
consultation.  Amongst a lot of other things, this will give guidelines for the numbers of additional housing 
expected in each settlement in Harborough District, including Houghton.  The draft document has a number 
of options which vary the mix of development between specific “Strategic Development Areas” (SDA’s) and 
distributed growth of rural settlements. 
The consultation on this draft will be widely publicised and it is very important that individuals, and 
Houghton PC become involved in this consultation and provide well-argued views back to HDC. 
 
HDC will be assessing the feedback and producing a final document in Spring 2016, which then has to be 
assessed by external reviewers, for accuracy, compatibility with national objectives and compatibility 
neighbouring councils.  The final Local Plan is likely to be produced and in force by early- or mid- 2017. 

The situation until the new Local Plan is activated. 
HDC has no valid Local Plan, against which it can assess planning applications for development and reject 
those which do not fit a larger strategic plan.  HDC is also below its required house-building targets.  In this 
case the national guidelines dictate that there is a presumption that any application for housing 
development in the area will be approved, unless that application contravenes a specific general 
regulation on housing development.  There is no restriction applied by a strategic local plan.  The area has 
been described as a “Wild-West” for developers. 
This is the reason why Houghton is currently targeted by housing developers.  We have a village with 
relatively good services and facilities, surrounded by open land.  For those following the various potential 
development activities, they will be aware of the previous approaches by Andrew Granger, the new housing 
on the previous “Smarts” site, now approved.  The Coop Estates proposal for the “north of Stretton Lane” 
site involves a site which was identified in the old HDC local Plan as available for development.  Other 
proposals will emerge from developers who wish to gain permissions under the more permissive regime 
which will be in force until the new HDC Local Plan is adopted. 

Options for moving forward 
It will be impossible to stop all development.  Even with the new HDC Local Plan Houghton is likely to need 
to take over 100 new houses by 2030.   The challenge is to manage the development as well as possible to 
protect and develop the community of Houghton.   Had it not been for the development of St Catharine’s 
and the Heights in the early 1970’s, Houghton would not be the village we have now which has retained 
many services and facilities.   Development will bring finance for supporting and improving existing and new 
services in a period of substantial cuts in local authority resources. 
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