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HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL  
 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 



Neighbourhood planning is a new process which was introduced by the 
Government within the Localism Act 2012.  The process has been      
designed to enable the local community to influence the planning and 
development of their area, by helping to identify:  
 

 If any new development is required and the most appropriate locations 
  
 The types and styles of development which will best meet local needs  
 
 The green spaces, buildings and areas that should be protected  
 
 Any improvements, additions or protections needed to local amenities, 

services and recreational facilities  
 
 Improvements or protections required to the public footpath, bus and 

road networks  

For many years planning has been seen as a distant activity, with little 
local influence and everything determined at borough, county, or at a 
national  level. the Localism Act 2012 sought to change this by giving 
communities the chance to develop a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
Although some development may be necessary in communities to meet    
demands for housing, a Neighbourhood Plan allows communities to       
consider all proposals thoroughly and decide which make best sense 
overall.    
                                                                                                
Producing a Neighbourhood Plan will also provide an opportunity to 
consider things such as infrastructure, facilities, heritage, environment, 
protection of green spaces and any other issues which residents        
consider to be important. 
 
Houghton-on-the-Hill Parish Council has prepared the ground for a 
Neighbourhood  Plan, but the most important part is for, the residents of 
the parish and other key stakeholders  to put forward their views, ideas, 
and priorities for the future. This is your chance to make a real difference 
so we ask you to seize the opportunity and have your say. 

Introduction 

What is Neighbourhood Planning? 

The planning system helps decide what gets built, where and when.  
In theory, the planning  process has always been supposed to give local 
communities a say in decisions that affect them.  However, in practice, 
people have often felt it hard to get their voices heard.  
 
The Neighbourhood Planning process will result in the production of a 
legally recognised document which will be used to ensure that the 
needs, views and priorities of the local community are fully considered 
when assessing future planning applications and proposed  
developments within the area.  
 

Over 1700 communities across England have now started the  
Neighbourhood Planning process.   

 
 

Why does it matter?  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


