Houghton on the Hill Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON
THE HILL, ON THURSDAY 8th MAY 2025, AT 7.00 PM.

PRESENT:

Members: CllIr. I. Hill (Chairman), Clir. R. Hamilton, Clir. A. Sleath, ClIr. R. Roberts, ClIr. S.
Pegg, Clir. D. Tull.

Clerk: S. Derry

Members of the Public: Seven members of the public were in attendance at the
commencement of the meeting.

01-05/25 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 2025/26
Chairman, Clir. I. Hill, called for nominations for the election of Chairman
2025/26.

Having been proposed and seconded:

It was resolved that Clir. |. Hill be elected Chairman for 2025/26. Clir. Hill
signed his Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman. He explained that
it was his intention to step down both as Chairman and as a Parish Councillor
in the coming months but would continue for the time being to continue his
work in connection with the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

02-05/25 APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 2025/26

The Chairman called for nominations for the appointment of Vice-Chairman
2025/26. As there were no nominations, it was resolved to not appoint a Vice-
Chairman.

03-05/25 CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

Chairman, Clir. Hill, welcomed Councillors to the Annual Meeting of the Parish
Council and thanked them for their contributions during the previous twelve
months.

04-05/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None was received.

05-05/25 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None was received.

06-05/25 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD
ON 10 APRIL 2025
It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed.




07-05/25

08-05/25

09-05/25

10-05/25
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DISPENSATIONS
No requests for dispensations in accordance with paragraph 12 of the Code of
Conduct were received.

APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL BODIES 2025/26
INCLUDING APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND LRALC'’s
AGM

It was resolved to defer consideration to the Parish Council meeting in June
2025 and that, in the interim, existing appointments would continue.

FORMAL NOTICE OF SUBMISSION OF THE HOUGHTON ON THE HILL
NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2025 - 2041 TO
HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL

At its meeting on 10 April 2025, the Parish Council resolved to submit the
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) to Harborough District Council
(HDC). It was reported that the Editorial Group of the Neighbourhood Plan
Working Party had held a series of meetings working through final adjustments
to the NDP and associated documents required to support its submission.
Accompanying the NDP itself and the associated Village Design Guide and
Codes (VDG&C), were two other documents. The Consultation Statement
was a legal document prepared by the Rural Community Council (which
supervised community consultations) fully documenting the consultation
process. The Basic Conditions Statement was the legal document which
attested that the NDP itself conformed to all legal requirements. This was
prepared for the Parish Council by its planning consultancy, Yourlocale.

The NPWP met on 29 April 2025 to review the documents. Although minor
typographical corrections were still in progress, the NPWP recommended the
Parish Council to approve the documents and subsequent submission to HDC
as soon as possible.

It was resolved that the Submission Version of the Houghton Neighbourhood
Development Plan 2025 — 2041 and supporting documents, as presented to
the meeting, be forwarded to Harborough District Council under Regulation 15
of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.

INFORMAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION

A resident commented on the Neighbourhood Development Plan process, the
decision to not appoint a Vice-Chairman and the planning application in
respect of land north of Stretton Lane.

Clirs.,
Clerk

Clerk,
Clir. IH



11-05/25

Houghton on the Hill Parish Council

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a) 24/00359/FUL - Erection of up to 24 dwellings with associated access,
landscaping and open space; provision of a 20-space school overflow car
park (amended plans) (Land north of Stretton Lane, Houghton).

It was resolved to object for the following reasons:-

Parking/Traffic and Road Safety

The Parish Council noted that the developer had no responsibility for existing
problems but should not make them worse.

i)

ii)

v)

General

vi)

vii)

viii)

Stretton Lane was a small rural road approaching the village by way
of a series of sharp bends which were already hazardous.

Stretton Lane was a cut through used by many cars travelling
between the A47 and the A6 by way of Main Street.

Any increased traffic on Main Street was of serious concern.
Regularly the traffic was held up when both public and school buses
could not get through due to parking, vehicle sizes, and the bus
timetable.

Cars were parked, and frequently turned round in Stretton Lane just
where the proposed site access would be.

Traffic problems were exacerbated during school term time when the

problems were considerable.

Building in the countryside was outside the settlement boundary.

The evidence provided in respect of affordable housing was
questionable.

Survey data was based on a small sample and reference to
Harborough Housing Register did not specifically address the
Neighbourhood Plan designated area.

Recent data from the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan
questionnaire attracted 400 replies (a 64% return rate) and did not
agree with the Housing Needs Assessment.

There was a requirement for 13 new dwellings in the existing
Neighbourhood Plan (the developer suggested 20) and this was
expected to be fulfilled by windfall sites up to 2031.
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Xi)

Xii)

xiii)

Xiv)

XV)

There were notable errors in the traffic statement including:-

¢ No continuous footpath on the north side of Stretton Lane
leading into the village.

e Transportation of secondary school children was
predominantly to and from Oadby schools and involved car
journeys along Stretton Lane.

The biodiversity survey by the developer’s own admission was
inadequate and has to be repeated. The Parish Council noted the
proximity of the site to the EC900 nature reserve.

There were strong local objections to the inclusion of a car park which

could encourage anti-social behaviour and would be hazardous for
traffic entering and exiting the car park.

The inclusion of a car park meant that the housing needs of the
community were not being met.

The inclusion of only social affordable housing did not satisfy local
requirements and an improved mix of housing was needed.

New considerations

XVi)

Xvii)

The emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan had an allocated
site for 90 houses with 40% being affordable housing. For an
exception site to be approved there would need to be evidence that
the local area requirement for affordable housing exceeded that on
the allocated site.

The bus service had been reduced making it increasingly difficult to
access the city centre.

b) 25/00527/DDD - Dead silver birch in garden (54 Main Street, Houghton).

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response.

Clerk

Clerk
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c)

d)
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25/00435/VAC — Demolition of existing pavilion and adjacent garage,
erection of a new pavilion and relocation of scout hut with associated
landscaping and hardstanding (Variation of Condition 3 (opening times) of
22/01276/FUL to remove the restriction for opening hours to enable
opening after 17:00 on Saturdays and/or Sundays) (Variation of Condition
2 (Approved Plans) of 23/00299/VAC to reduce the size of the approved
canopy and to amend two window / door openings) (Houghton Playing
Fields Association, Weir Lane, Houghton.

It was resolved to comment that the Parish Council understood that there
was no requirement to change from the existing opening hours approved
with planning application 23/00299/VAC.

25/00487/TPO - Works to tree (Fell) (Eaton House, 57 Main Street,
Houghton)

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response.

25/00543/FUL - Demolition of existing conservatory, erection of a single
storey side extension to rear of garage and erection of a single storey rear
extension (17 North Way, Houghton).

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response.

CORRESPONDENCE
The list of correspondence, as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda, was
received and accepted. The following issue for action was considered.

i) An email had been received from Leicestershire Buses inviting
attendance at Sustainable Travel Roadshows in Market
Harborough.

The events had been advertised on the Parish Council’'s Facebook
page and on notice boards.

It was resolved that Clir. A. Sleath be authorised to attend a
Sustainable Travel Roadshow and would be reimbursed for travel
expenses.

ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

TRAFFIC AND PARKING
Parking in the vicinity of Houghton Primary School
It was reported that no further progress had been made.

Clerk

Clerk
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16-05/25

17-05/25
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D9 FOOTPATH — A47 TO LINWAL AVENUE
Leicestershire County Council had been reminded that a response to enquiries
concerning the footpath was awaited.

LC7 BUS SERVICE

At the Annual Parish meeting held on 24 April 2025, a need to liaise with other
parishes on the A47 corridor was identified and attendees were encouraged to
forward any comments to the Clerk to the Parish Council.

It was resolved:-

e That parishes on the A47 corridor including Uppingham Town Council
would be contacted with a view to encouraging residents to pass on
concerns about service changes to the Clerk to the Parish Council for
submission to Leicestershire County Council.

e To invite Yusuf Isat (Senior Sustainable Travel Co-ordinator,
Leicestershire County Council) to a future meeting of the Parish
Council.

e That ClIrs. R. Hamilton and S. Pegg would design a poster to be posted
on the Parish Council’s Facebook page and on notice boards
encouraging residents to comment on the changes to the bus service.

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE

SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE PROGRAMME

Progress with painting of the bench seat on St. Catharine’s Way close to its
junction with Linwal Avenue had not yet been possible although it was now
being scheduled.

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE — RENOVATION OF VILLAGE HERITAGE
PLAQUES

At its meeting on 10 April 2025, the Parish Council had been notified that an
enquiry had been registered with Leicestershire County Council (LCC)
concerning the licence fee at one location (Old Black Horse public house).
Sue Dann, LCC’s Members and Communities Liaison Manager, had confirmed
that the Queen's Platinum Jubilee Plaque and the Queen Victoria Diamond
Jubilee Plaque could be re-issued with both locations grouped on one licence
with no further payment required. Francesca Wall-Bray, on behalf of HOT
Friends group, had provided a specification for brick plinths and associated
works and a contractor (a retired parishioner) had offered to undertake building
work on the plaques at no charge. The Parish Council was requested to
include the parishioner in its insurance policy. The Parish Council’s Volunteer
Policy stated that:-

Clerk

ClIrs. RH,
SP

Clirs. RR,
SP
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On condlition that volunteers are working at the sole request of and under the
sole control of the Parish Council then they will be insured under the Parish
Council’s Public Liability and Employers’ Liability cover.

Volunteers were required to complete a Volunteer Agreement Form to indicate
that they had read, accepted and would adhere to the policy.

Since the retired parishioner might not be working at the sole request of and
under the sole control of the Parish Council, it was resolved to indicate that
the individual might not be covered by the Parish Council’s insurance policy.

It was resolved that the Clerk to the Parish Council would make enquiries with
a view to reporting to the June meeting of the Parish Council on various
aspects including:-

e Licensing arrangements.
e Risk assessment.
o Working plan.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

COMMUNITY GRANTS

A representative of Houghton Bowls Club had indicated an intention to submit
a Community Grant application to Harborough District Council for replacement
equipment to enable wider participation for the Houghton Community and the
surrounding areas. The enquirer had been advised that it would be necessary
to provide a letter of support from their Parish Council and such a request was
awaited.

A form had been designed to assist in the process and it was resolved to
forward a copy to the Bowls Club.

Clerk

Clerk
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OTHER MATTERS

PARISH COUNCIL EMAIL SERVICE

Culttlefish, the Parish Council’'s website provider, had reported intermittent
email issues and had consequently been considering alternative suppliers to
the one currently being provided.

Cuttlefish had concluded that there were two alternative solutions. Microsoft
365 was a slightly more expensive service, but could include additional
software such as Word, PowerPoint, Teams etc.

Cuttlefish had been developing its own in-house email system at the same
price, but with Cuttlefish's dedicated support.

It was resolved to accept Cuttlefish’s offer to provide its own in-house system.

POLICY REVIEW - EMERGENCY PLAN
It was resolved to defer consideration to the Parish Council meeting in June
2025.

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk’s report was received and accepted.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Invoices received and approval of payments.

It was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Schedule of
Payments as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda and as itemised in the
appendix.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
The following items were agreed:
a) Acquisition of defibrillator pads for Houghton Field.
b) Annual Financial Return 2024/25.
c) Appointment of Representatives on External Bodies.
d) Community events.
e) Emergency plan.
f) Neighbourhood Development Plan.
g) Renovation of Village Heritage Plaques
h) Traffic and Parking (including parking in the vicinity of Houghton
Primary School).
i) Village Maintenance.

Clerk
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DATES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 2025/26
It was resolved to:

a) Hold meetings in the Methodist Church Schoolroom on the second
Thursday of each month at 7.00 p.m. from June 2025 to April 2026.

b) Hold the Annual Parish Council meeting in the Methodist Church
Schoolroom on Thursday 14 May 2026 at 7.00 p.m.

c) Delegate changes to the date, time or venue to the Clerk if necessary.

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2026

It was resolved to hold the Annual Parish meeting on Thursday 23 April 2026
at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall Main Room.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12 June 2025, commencing at 7.00
p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton.

Clerk’s note

In accordance with minute 24-05/25c the date of the above meeting was
changed to Thursday 5 June 2025.

The meeting closed at 8:28 p.m.

lan Hill
Chairman
5 June 2025

Clerk
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Appendix
Schedule of Payments

M

Zurich Municipal plc — Renewal premium 1 June 2025 to 31 May 2026 597.02

Houghton Village Hall Hire — Neighbourhood Plan meeting (6/3/25),

Chairman training (17/3/25) £ 41.25

CliIr. A. Sleath — Refreshments for Annual Parish Meeting £ 16.74

Shed Grounds Maintenance Ltd. - Grounds Maintenance (Houghton Village
Hall and Churchyard), May 2025

™

383.11

10



