Houghton on the Hill Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE
METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON
THE HILL, ON THURSDAY 11th DECEMBER 2025, AT 7.00 PM.

PRESENT:

Members: CllIr. I. Hill (Chairman), Clir. R. Hamilton, Clir. A. Sleath, ClIr. R. Roberts, ClIr. S.
Pegg, Clir. D. Tull, ClIr. A. Bentley (co-opted member 11/12/25).

Clerk: S. Derry

Members of the Public: Eight members of the public were in attendance at the
commencement of the meeting including Melanie Wakley, Vice Chair of Thurnby and
Bushby Parish Council.

01-12/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None was received.

02-12/25 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None was received.

03-12/25 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY PARISH
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 19 NOVEMBER 2025
It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed.

04-12/25 PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

It was resolved that, with immediate effect, Tony Bentley be approved as a co-
opted member of the Parish Council. He signed his ‘Declaration of
Acceptance of Office’ which was witnessed by the Clerk to the Parish Council
and commenced active duty as a co-opted member.

It was resolved that Clir. A. Bentley would attend LRALC’s Councillor Training
Course at a cost of £50 plus reimbursement of travel costs if appropriate.

05-12/25 INFORMAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION
A resident commented on planning application 24/00359/FUL (Erection of up
to 24 dwellings on land north of Stretton Lane).

The Vice Chair of Thurnby and Bushby Parish Council commented on
planning application 25/01587/OUT (outline planning application for up to 900
dwellings on land south of Uppingham Road, Bushby).
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
a) 25/01551/FUL - Erection of a single storey side extension — (5 Firs Road,
Houghton).

It was resolved to OBJECT as there was no vehicular access to the
garage and vehicles would therefore need to park on a narrow strip of
land. It was noted that in response to the question ‘Is a new or altered
vehicle access proposed to or from the public highway’ on the application
form, the applicant had responded negatively which was inaccurate.

It was resolved to COMMENT:-

o The doorway to the disabled bedroom was too narrow to provide
disabled access to/from the remainder of the house.

e There were concerns with the widths of doorways generally within
the house for disabled access.

e There was stepped access to entry doors in the extension.

b) 25/01586/FUL - Erection of a two storey side extension and erection of a
single storey rear extension - (9 Charlottes Walk, Houghton).

It was resolved to COMMENT:-

e There were concerns that the application represented yet
another 3-bedroom to 4-bedroom conversion.

o The proposed extension would overlook the adjoining property
(15 Forsells End).

e There were three existing doorways and the extension would
comprise a total of five doorways which raised concerns as to
thermal efficiency and security.

c) 24/00359/FUL Erection of up to 24 dwellings with associated access,
landscaping and open space (amended plans) - (Land North of Stretton
Lane, Houghton).

It was noted that this was for an exception site on Stretton Lane adjacent
to the existing settlement. The purpose of exception sites was to
facilitate the construction of affordable housing in areas where there was
a proven need for affordable housing which was not satisfied in the
current plan-led development of an area.

Clerk

Clerk



Houghton on the Hill Parish Council

It was resolved to OBJECT for the following reasons:-

e The post-examination Houghton Neighbourhood Development
Plan provided for development on two sites totaling some 160
houses which would produce about 70 affordable houses (using
the Harborough District Council (HDC) norm of 40% affordable
housing). One of these sites already had granted planning
permission and the other was awaiting consideration by HDC
planning committee.

e The Parish Council considered that the criteria for an exception
site were not being met. The Viability Assessment Report also
indicated that an assessment site was not viable.

e The Parish Council also noted objections by Cadent Gas Ltd. as
to the change in ground level within the easement zone for the
gas pipeline.

¢ Due to the lack of facilities in Houghton for retail, health care,
entertainment and employment, coupled with the very poor public
transport, the provision of affordable housing for those who did
not have some existing links to it was problematic.

In addition, the Parish Council wishes to draw attention to its previous
objections to an earlier version of this proposal, as below.

Parking/Traffic and Road Safety

The Parish Council noted that the developer had no responsibility for existing
problems but should not make them worse.

i)

ii)

Stretton Lane was a small rural road approaching the village by way
of a series of sharp bends which were already hazardous.

Stretton Lane was a cut through used by many cars travelling
between the A47 and the A6 by way of Main Street.

Any increased traffic on Main Street was of serious concern.
Regularly the traffic was held up when both public and school buses
could not get through due to parking, vehicle sizes, and the bus
timetable.

Cars were parked, and frequently turned round in Stretton Lane just
where the proposed site access would be.

Traffic problems were exacerbated during school term time when the
problems were considerable.
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General
Vi) Building in the countryside was outside the settlement boundary.

vii) The evidence provided in respect of affordable housing was
questionable.

viii)  Survey data was based on a small sample and reference to
Harborough Housing Register did not specifically address the
Neighbourhood Plan designated area.

iX) Recent data from the Parish Council’s Neighbourhood Plan
questionnaire attracted 400 replies (a 64% return rate) and did not
agree with the Housing Needs Assessment.

X) There was a requirement for 13 new dwellings in the existing
Neighbourhood Plan (the developer suggested 20) and this was
expected to be fulfilled by windfall sites up to 2031.

Xi) There were notable errors in the traffic statement including:-

¢ No continuous footpath on the north side of Stretton Lane
leading into the village.

e Transportation of secondary school children was
predominantly to and from Oadby schools and involved car
journeys along Stretton Lane.

Xii) The biodiversity survey by the developer’s own admission was
inadequate and has to be repeated. The Parish Council noted the
proximity of the site to the EC900 nature reserve.

xiii)  The inclusion of only social affordable housing did not satisfy local
requirements and an improved mix of housing was needed.

xiv)  The emerging Neighbourhood Development Plan had an allocated
site for 90 houses with 40% being affordable housing. For an
exception site to be approved there would need to be evidence that
the local area requirement for affordable housing exceeded that on
the allocated site.

XV) The bus service had been reduced making it increasingly difficult to
access the city centre.
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d) 25/01587/OUT - Outline planning application for up to 900 dwellings, a
primary school, local centre (including sui generis, C3, E, and F2 uses
and a flexible community use building), open space, ancillary
infrastructure and associated works (all matters reserved except for
access) - (Land South of Uppingham Road, Bushby).

It was resolved to OBJECT for the following reasons:-

This application was outside Houghton parish, but adjoined the
parish boundary in the area immediately south of the A47. The
application was equivalent to building a new village similar in size
to Houghton. A large area straddling the A47 within Houghton
Parish and extending to the parish boundary was defined as an
Area of Separation in the post-examination NDP. Material
Planning considerations which might be reviewed included:-

Landscape: This development was sited extending from the
settlement of Bushby eastwards and would cover the west-facing
side of the rising ground which led to the “High Leicestershire”
landscape area. This slope was widely visible from the west and
development covering this would be highly detrimental to the
landscape as viewed from Bushby, Thurnby and further west to
Evington and Leicester.

Transport: The only public transport to this area was the
infrequent LC7 bus service between Uppingham and Leicester.
This was clearly another case of commercial development
“building in” use of the private car while covering greenfield sites.
This may not be considered sustainable development. The
resulting 1800 cars (from 900 houses) would provide new
challenges for existing traffic along the A47.

Social: The proposal had little direct linkage in to the existing
settlement either for services or for social integration.

It should be noted that the Parish Council’s comments were preliminary
and others could follow. The provision of Natural England’s Landscape
Character Area No. 93 in the landscape plan should also be noted.

Light Pollution: There were concerns with potential light
pollution.

GP Health Cover: It should be noted that the 900 dwellings
would fall within the catchment area of the Billesdon GP
practice. A potential additional 2000 or more patients may have a
profound effect on its operations.
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School: A new primary school would not be available to early
occupiers of dwellings, causing disruption to admissions to
existing local schools. The provision for secondary schooling was
unclear.

CORRESPONDENCE
The list of correspondence, as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda, was
received and accepted. The following issues for action were considered.

1.

An invitation had been received from the Police and Crime Commissioner
to participate in the 2026/27 budget survey. No closing date was available.

It was resolved to not respond to the invitation but to post information on
the Parish Council Facebook page.

An email had been received from Cllr. Emma Lee, Chair, Scraptoft Parish
Council, seeking representations from Statutory Consultees and other
Stakeholders and interested parties as part of the process of finalising the
content of the Neighbourhood Plan Review.

It was resolved to request the assistance of the Neighbourhood Plan
Working Party (NPWP) with a view to it formulating draft representations
for consideration at the Parish Council meeting on Thursday 15 January
2026 and subsequent submission to Scraptoft Parish Council. Members
could respond as individuals if they wished.

An email had been received from Carol Thay, Climate Impact Officer,
Harborough District Council, announcing the release of the new Be Flood
Ready information booklet, developed to support parish councils in
strengthening community resilience against flooding.

It was resolved to place the attached document on the Parish Council
website in with general information and in the event that the Parish Council
received a package of equipment as promised, it be included in the
Emergency Plan grab bag.

An email had been received from Houghton Gardeners’ Club (HGC)
offering a replacement for a recently planted Fastigiate Cherry tree in the
lower village on the green next to St Catharine’s Way which had died.

It was resolved to advise HGC to contact Harborough District Council as
the landowner.
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES

TRAFFIC AND PARKING

Funds

As reported at the Parish Council meeting on 13 November 2025, an
Email had been received indirectly from the Office of the Police and Crime
Commissioner concerning the Road Safety Round of the Community Action
Fund (CAF) which would open on 17 November 2025.

It was resolved that Clirs Roberts and Bentley would seek to identify where
minor works might improve road safety and prepare a submission to the CAF
fund.

Clir. R. Roberts had previously reported that an application was being
submitted for an HDC community grant to free up an accessible area at
Houghton Cricket Club to enable teachers and assistants to park and take off a
significant number of cars to enable better traffic management in the village.

Radar sign
It was reported that the radar speed sign at the western portal A47 entrance to
the village was missing.

It was resolved to report this to Leicestershire County Council (LCC).

Pavement post
An uprooted post at the junction of St. Catharine’s Way and Main Street had
been reported to LCC.

It was resolved to enquire as to the progress of the report.

S$106 FUNDING

Houghton Gardeners’ Club (HGC) had considered S106 funding and had
concluded that although funding had been on its agenda, it was ‘very
overstretched at the moment’. It hoped to get more committee members at its
AGM in February 2026 and would be in touch with any progress and hopefully
it could submit an application before the deadline.

It was resolved that:-

e Clirs. I. Hill, R. Hamilton and A. Sleath would co-operate with HGC with
a view to submitting an application as soon as possible.

Clirs. RR,
AB
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ALLOTMENT GARDEN TENANCY AGREEMENT

A representative of Houghton Gardeners’ Club (HGC) had explained that in
2024, a plot holder questioned whether polytunnels were allowed. The Parish
Council consequently added provision in the Allotment Agreement

with the addition of the following:

The following provision applies for a trial period of 12 months from 15
November 2024 to 14 November 2025:-

Growing structures shall be no larger than 2.5m high (8’), 3.05 m (10°) wide
and 4.57m (15’) long, secured with timber posts or ground anchors, specifically
excluding concrete, and covered in netting, mesh, or plastic sheeting.

It was reported there had been no direct requests for a polytunnel from HGC
members. The allotment committee had therefore decided not to seek a
permanent amendment to the Allotment Agreement that would permit
polytunnels. HGC suggested that in future, if a plot holder requested a
polytunnel, HGC would refer them to the Parish Council for consideration as to
the dimensions that would be acceptable.

It was resolved to amend the Allotment Agreement accordingly.

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE

VILLAGE MAINTENANCE
It was resolved to ascertain progress from LCC in respect of potholes on the
A47 between Main Street and Firs Road.

It was resolved to provide information to Clir. A. Bentley in respect of reporting
LCC matters.

NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Following the decision of the Parish Council at the Extraordinary Parish
Council meeting on 19 November 2025 to accept the examiner’s report on the
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and his recommendations, the NDP
and Village Design Guide and Codes (VDG&C) had been edited to comply
with those recommendations and had been circulated to the NPWP for
checking.

It was resolved that the Parish Council inspect the edited texts and any
comments from NPWP members and accepts the Referendum copies of the
NDP and VDG&C, so that copies can be sent to HDC to enable the
referendum arrangements to move forward.
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It was resolved to note:-

e That ClIr. I. Hill had been in contact with HDC although it was not yet in
a position to confirm the referendum date of 26 February 2026, but
expected to be able to do so in the following few days.

e That at the HDC Planning Committee meeting on 2 December 2025,
the application from Parkers Strategic Land (PSL) for permission to
build 90 dwellings on the land north of the A47 east of Houghton had
been permitted.

e The date for the continuation of the inquiry into the appeal by PSL
against the refusal of permission for building 230 dwellings on a larger
site which included all of that for the 90 dwellings mentioned above,
was 3 March 2026.

e Scraptoft Parish Council had entered the Regulation 14 consultation
process on its revision of its NDP and had asked Houghton Parish
Council to comment on this.

e Thurnby and Bushby Parish Council was in the process of starting to
draft a NDP, and had sought advice from Houghton Parish Council. It
was also considering its response to the large planning application by
Mulberry which had been considered on this agenda.

o That ClIr. A. Bentley abstained from voting on this matter since, as an
incoming Parish Councillor, he had not had access to the current
information.

OTHER MATTERS

CLERK’S REPORT
The Clerk’s report was received and accepted.

It was resolved to clarify the Assets of Community Value in respect of the
Rose and Crown Public House and the Crown Curry House.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

a) Invoices received and approval of payments
It was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Schedule of
Payments as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda and as itemised in the
appendix.
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REPORTS FROM VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL BODIES
Clir. I. Hill reported on a Case Management Conference in connection with the
inquiry into the appeal against refusal of planning permission in respect of land
adjacent to Firs Road which he had attended with Clirs. R. Hamilton and A.
Sleath.

Clir. A. Sleath reported on a meeting of Houghton Field Association which she
had attended.

ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA
The following items were agreed:
a) Annual Parish Meeting 2026 detailed arrangements (Note: The meeting
takes place on Thursday 23 April 2026 at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall
Main Room).
b) Appointment of Internal Auditor.
¢) Neighbourhood Development Plan.
d) Precept 2026/27.
e) Planning Appeal 23/01499/0OUT and consideration of moving into
closed session.
f) Quarterly financial check.
g) Quarterly financial progress report.
h) Scraptoft Parish Council representations from Statutory Consultees.
i) Traffic and parking.
j) Village Maintenance.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Thursday 15 January 2026,
commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton
(postponed from original date of Thursday 8 January 2026).

PLANNING APPEAL INQUIRY — APPLICATION 23/01499/0UT

It was resolved to move into closed session in accordance with the Public
Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as amended by Section 100 of the
Local Government Act 1972).

PLANNING APPEAL INQUIRY — APPLICATION 23/01499/0UT
If the appeal proceeded, it was resolved to contact the Parish Council’s
barrister with a view to obtaining a quotation for her services.

The meeting closed at 9:19 p.m.

lan Hill
Chairman

15 January 2026
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Appendix
Schedule of Payments

Shed Grounds Maintenance Ltd. - Grounds Maintenance (Houghton Village
Hall and Churchyard), December 2025

£

383.11

Houghton Village Hall Hire — Remembrance Sunday (9/11/25), Parish Council
meeting (19/11/25)

£

68.00
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