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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON 

THE HILL, ON THURSDAY 13th NOVEMBER 2025, AT 7.00 PM. 

 

PRESENT: 

Members: Cllr. I. Hill (Chairman), Cllr. R. Hamilton, Cllr. A. Sleath, Cllr. R. Roberts, Cllr. S. 

Pegg, Cllr. D. Tull. 

Clerk: S. Derry 

Members of the Public: Five members of the public were in attendance at the 

commencement of the meeting. 

 
01-11/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from County/District Councillor Simon Galton.  

02-11/25 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

None was received.  

03-11/25 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

ON 9 OCTOBER 2025 

It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed.  

04-11/25 PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

It was resolved to consider applications to fill the vacancy at the Parish 

Council meeting on 11 December 2025. 

Clerk, All 

Cllrs. 

05-11/25 INFORMAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

A resident commented on the Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

06-11/25 a) PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

a) 25/01362/ADV - Installation of 5x non-illuminated fascia signs 

(Retrospective) – (Sunnybrae Garage, 67 Uppingham Road, Houghton). 

 

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response. Clerk 

 b) 25/01410/FUL - Erection of a single storey rear/side extension, creation 

of a raised patio and erection of a detached garage to the front (22 

Ingarsby Lane, Houghton). 

 

It was resolved to comment that:- 

• The proposed garage was close to the front boundary adversely 

affecting the street scene and the effect could be reduced if it was 

built further back. 

• There did not appear to be access to the rear garden. 

• The provision of a flat roof was contrary to paragraph 1.6.1c of 

the current Neighbourhood Development Plan. Clerk 
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 c) 25/01424/FUL - Erection of a single storey rear extension, conversion of 

garage to habitable accommodation, and erection of a porch with pitched 

roof over existing front window (9 Uppingham Road, Houghton). 

 

It was resolved to comment that:- 

• A garage space was being lost and there was inadequate parking 

provision for the size of dwelling. 

• There was provision for a large flat roof which was contrary to 

paragraph 1.6.1c of the current Neighbourhood Development 

Plan. Clerk 

 d) 25/01445/PCD - Discharge of condition 11 (Drainage) of 25/00542/FUL 

(Sunnybrae Garage, 67 Uppingham Road, Houghton). 

 

It was resolved to support the comments made by Leicestershire County 

Council highways. Clerk 

 e) 25/01487/FUL - Recladding of existing agricultural barn (including 

retention of existing steel frame) (part retrospective) (Hollies Farm, 

Tilton Lane, Billesdon). 

 

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response. Clerk 

07-11/25 CORRESPONDENCE 

The list of correspondence, as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda, was 

received and accepted.  The following issues for action were considered.  

 I. An Email had been received indirectly from the Office of the Police and 

Crime Commissioner concerning the Road Safety Round of the 

Community Action Fund (CAF) which would be opened on 17 November 

2025. 

 

It was resolved that Cllr. R. Roberts would chair a group and recruit 

volunteers to assist.  Resident Dr. Bentley agreed to assist. Cllr. RR 

 II. At its meeting on 9 October 2025, the Parish Council had considered 

Emails received from a resident who was objecting to the use of Parish 

Council funds to appoint a barrister in connection with the appeal 

following the refusal of planning permission for planning application 

23/01499/OUT and the knock-on effect with the development on the 

Southern side of the A47 at Gaulby Lane. 

 

The resolution of the Parish Council had been forwarded to the 

complainant who had made further representation considering that a 

referendum of residents should have taken place. 
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It was resolved to reply to the enquirer as follows:- 

 The correspondent was inaccurate in his facts concerning ‘no costs 

were discussed’ and attention was drawn to the following:- 

 

1. The Public Meeting and the options considered costs. 

2. The Extraordinary Parish Council meeting also validated costs.  

3. Ongoing Parish Council meetings discussed costs.   

 The Parish Council was elected and empowered to make decisions on 

behalf of the community.  While it was desirable for the Parish Council 

to make decisions which reflected the views of the majority of residents, 

it was not possible to hold referenda on a regular basis.  Referenda are 

organised by the electoral office at Harborough District Council, take two 

months or more to organise and carry out, and costs run into thousands 

of pounds for each one.  In the particular case of hiring the barrister, the 

action needed to be taken, at relatively short notice.   

 

Broadcasting of Parish Council Meetings. 

This was controlled by the Government regulation which broadly sought 

to ensure that all Parish Council meetings were held with open access 

to the public, who had the opportunity to see and hear the proceedings, 

and to speak at the ‘Public Participation’ session.  This was relaxed 

during the Covid emergency to allow all participants to attend the 

meeting virtually, using Zoom, Teams, or similar systems, although 

when the emergency was over, the previous rules were resumed. 

 

In a momentous decision, the government had announced plans to 

amend legislation, allowing local authorities (including parish and town 

councils) to hold remote and hybrid meetings. This move was a powerful 

victory for parish and town councils. 

 

There was a major problem in providing and operating cameras, 

microphones and loudspeakers as well as the necessary computer and 

internet link.  These were not available in any venues in the village 

where a Parish Council meeting could be held.  It was likely that 

developing technology would make virtual attendance at meetings 

simpler in future and consequently less expensive.  Such facilities could 

then be provided in one of the community buildings in the village for 

general use. Clerk 

 III. An Email had been received from the National Association of Local 

Councils inviting attendance at ‘Planning for the Future: Navigating the 

new planning framework’ event. 

 

It was resolved to retrospectively approve Cllr. I. Hill’s attendance. 

Cllr. I. Hill, 

Clerk 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-authority-meetings/outcome/remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-in-local-authorities-consultation-results-and-government-response#ministerial-foreword
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 IV. Cuttlefish (the Parish Council’s website provider) had been dissatisfied 

with Rackspace's ongoing issues and level of service over the previous 

year and it was consequently inviting the Parish Council to change its 

email service from Rackspace to Cf Mail at an annual cost of £35 + VAT 

(same as the existing price) or £60 + VAT if the mailbox was almost full.  

The indications were that the mailbox was not almost full. 

 

It was resolved to accept the invitation. Clerk 

 V. An Email had been received from Sue Dann on behalf of ETD Special 

Projects, Leicestershire County Council, inviting the Parish Council to 

participate in the annual National Highways and Transport (NHT) Public 

Satisfaction survey. 

 

It was resolved that Cllr. R. Hamilton or A. Sleath would complete the 

survey. 

Cllrs. 

RH/AS, 

Clerk 

 VI. An email had been received from Diane Peacock, Community Safety 

Officer, Harborough District Council, on behalf of Leye Price – 

Community Safety Manager, inviting attendance at a Stakeholders 

Event. 

 

It was resolved that nobody would attend.  

 VII. An email had been received from Carol Thay, Climate Impact Officer, 

Harborough District Council, inviting Parish Council representatives to 

an introductory meeting. 

 

It was resolved to invite Ms. Thay to the meeting of the Parish Council 

to be held on Thursday 12 February 2026. Clerk 

 VIII. An email had been received from a resident bringing to the attention of 

the Parish Council an Approved Planning Application in Keyham 

Parish which could potentially have an impact of Ingarsby Lane traffic. 

 

It was resolved to thank the resident for the information, invite Parish 

Councillors to respond as individuals if they so wished and to indicate to 

the resident that there was no other way in which the Parish Council 

could assist. Clerk 

 IX. An email had been received from Wing Sum To, Environmental Adviser, 

Planning Inspectorate, inviting a consultation response in respect of the 

proposed Weston Marsh to East Leicestershire Electricity High-Voltage 

Power line. 

 

It was resolved to confirm that the Parish Council did not have any 

comments. Clerk 
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 X. An email had been received from a resident inviting the Parish Council 

to raise concerns and issues with Leicestershire Aero Club. 

 

It was resolved to respond to the resident as follows:- 

 

A meeting was held with Matthew Wennington, Chair of Leicester Aero 

Club at Leicester Airport in September.  Villagers’ concerns about 

aircraft over the village were discussed and as previously agreed, when 

possible, Houghton News would be advised when future events were 

taking place.  Parish Councillors were notified about various initiatives at 

the airport such as the Memorial Garden and also that a successful craft 

week had been held for children during the summer holidays and it was 

intended to hold a similar week at half term. 

 

Parish Council minutes were principally to record decisions, and the 

only decision taken during the meeting at the airport was that a further 

meeting would be organised next April when no doubt Parish 

Councillors will continue to raise your concerns. Clerk 

 XI. An email had been received from Jade Fowell, Community Payback 

Supervisor/Placement Co-Ordinator, Leicestershire Probation Service 

enquiring as to whether there were any works in which it could assist. 

 

It was resolved to circulate the information to persons responsible for:_ 

• Allotments (for outdoor work from spring 2026). 

• Community buildings. 

• Cricket Club. 

• Methodist Church. 

• St. Catharine’s Church. 

• Village Hall. Clerk 

 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  

08-11/25 TRAFFIC AND PARKING 

It was reported that information was awaited from County/District Councillor 

Simon Galton.  
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09-11/25 S106 FUNDING 

S106 funding was available as follows:-  

 Spending Criteria as per S106 

Agreement 
Spend by Date Available funding  

 

 To provide additional or upgraded 

facilities within the accessibility 

threshold for the typologies at 

Houghton Allotments 

No Spend by 

Date 
£1,206.88 

 

 For the purpose of providing or 

enhancing allotments within the 

Parish of Houghton on the Hill 

11/07/2026 £4,047.59 

 

 It was resolved to write to Danny McSweeney of Houghton Gardeners’ Club to 

ascertain interest in the available funding. Clerk 

10-11/25 ALLOTMENT GARDEN TENANCY AGREEMENT 

At its meeting on 14 November 2024, the Parish Council had agreed to a 12 

month trial period in respect of growing structures.  A review was now due 

although the Gardeners’ Club had not yet provided its response to the 

consultation. 

 

It was resolved to enquire as to whether Mr. McSweeney was yet in a position 

to reply. Clerk 

 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE  

11-11/25 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

The planning inquiry concerning the appeal by Parkers Strategic Land against 

the refusal of their application to develop 230 dwellings on land east of 

Houghton had been suspended pending publication of the NDP Examiner’s 

report. 

 

It was resolved to hold an Extraordinary Parish Council meeting on 

Wednesday 19 November 2025 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall Meeting Room 

to consider the Parish Council’s response. 

Clerk, 

Cllrs. 

 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  

12-11/25 REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Cllr. R. Hamilton reported that with the exception of a safety issue, the event 

had been successful and attendance was good.  
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 OTHER MATTERS  

13-11/25 CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk’s report was received and accepted.  

14-11/25 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Invoices received and approval of payments 

 It was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Schedule of 

Payments as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda and as itemised in the 

appendix.  This included sundry costs of £1500 (net) in respect of 

necessary additional professional support in relation to the Planning Inquiry 

concerning Planning Application 23/01499/OUT. Clerk 

 b) Items to be included in the 2026/27 precept 

 

It was resolved to:- 

• Hold a Zoom workshop on Thursday 8 January 2026 at 7.00 p.m. to 

consider detailed aspects. All Cllrs. 

 • Postpone January’s Parish Council meeting by one week to Thursday 

15 January 2026 at 7.00 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom. 

Clerk, All 

Cllrs. 

 c) 2026/27 Grant Applications – residual matters 

At its meeting on 9 October 2025, the Parish Council had resolved to 

request Houghton Field Association to provide a list of items included in the 

funding request for the Children’s Play Area. 

 

Cllr. I. Hill had liaised with Sue Sutton, a trustee of Houghton Field 

Association, and the required information had been provided and it was 

resolved to notify the representative accordingly. Clerk 
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15-11/25 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL BODIES 

Cllr. I. Hill reported on an event:- ‘Planning for the Future – Navigating the New 

Planning Framework’ which he had attended.  

 There were presentations by four speakers involved in planning who generally 

agreed on a few topics, principally:- 

 

Local Government Reorganisation 

• Wide ranging and fast moving reforms. 

• Making things more remote, more pressure falls on town and parish 

councils. 

 

Planning laws and regulations revisions 

• Driving democracy out of local planning. 

• System surrendering to volume housebuilders. 

• Neighbourhood Planning remains mostly untouched by planning 

reform.  Seize opportunities where you do have powers. 

 

Planning and provision of houses. 

• Market dominated by large operators. 

• Volume housebuilders, lock in to car dependency.  

• Key issues in rural areas are poor quality building and car-dependency. 

• Enforcement not resourced. 

 

Is it worth having a NDP? 

• Is it worth doing?  Absolutely. 

• Parish Councils viewed as opposing development rather than shaping 

it. 

• 2/3 of country unparished.  Parished areas better able to influence 

developments.  

16-11/25 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA (SCHEDULED MEETING) 

The following items were agreed: 

a) Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

b) Planning Appeal 23/01499/OUT and consideration of moving into 

closed session. 

c) Traffic and parking. 

d) Village Maintenance.  

17-11/25 DATE OF NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on Thursday 11 December 2025, 

commencing at 7.00 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton. Clerk 



Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 

9 

18-11/25 PLANNING APPEAL INQUIRY – APPLICATION 23/01499/OUT 

It was resolved to move into closed session in accordance with the Public 

Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as amended by Section 100 of the 

Local Government Act 1972).  

19-11/25 PLANNING APPEAL INQUIRY – APPLICATION 23/01499/OUT 

Cllr. I. Hill provided an update report on events concerning the appeal. 

 

Celia Reynolds, the Parish Council’s barrister, would need to carry out 

additional preparation in advance of the Case Management Conference as 

well as attend it.  

 

It was resolved:- 

• To approve her fee of £650 plus vat. 

• To delegate to the Clerk to the Parish Council expenditure of up to 

£1500 (excluding VAT) in respect of additional fees for the barrister.  

For the avoidance of doubt, this would not include fees for YourLocale. Clerk 

 

The meeting closed at 9:34 p.m. 

............................................................................. 

Ian Hill 

Chairman 

19 November 2025 
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Appendix 

Schedule of Payments 

 
 

Royal Mail Group Ltd. – Stamp to send Consents to Leicestershire County 
Council 
 
Pockit Card Payment made 10/10/25 

£ 2.75 

Harborough District Council - Emptying dog bins and replacing liners, July 
2025 to September 2025 

£ 101.04 

Shed Grounds Maintenance Ltd. - Grounds Maintenance (Houghton Village 
Hall and Churchyard), November 2025 

£ 383.11 

Yourlocale – Professional support in relation to the Planning Inquiry 
concerning Parker Strategic Land 

£ 4200.00 

Three Swans Hotel - Subsistence costs for Barrister in connection with Public 
Enquiry (Cllr. R. Hamilton reimbursed) 

£ 11.00 

Wesses Bakery Ltd. - Subsistence costs for Barrister in connection with 
Public Enquiry (Cllr. R. Hamilton reimbursed) 

£ 25.50 

Wesses Bakery Ltd. - Subsistence costs for Barrister in connection with 
Public Enquiry (Cllr. R. Hamilton reimbursed) 

£ 31.30 

Parking Ticket - In connection with Public Enquiry (Cllr. R. Hamilton 
reimbursed) 

£ 5.00 

Insomnia Coffee Company - Subsistence costs for Barrister in connection 
with Public Enquiry (Cllr. R. Hamilton reimbursed) 

£ 3.60 

Cllr. A. Sleath – Remembrance Day Flowers £ 29.00 

Planning Appeal Inquiry invoice of Miss Celia Reynolds – Costs including 
travelling, subsistence and sundry costs 

£ 913.74 

 


