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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE 

METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON 

THE HILL, ON THURSDAY 14th OCTOBER 2021, AT 7.30 PM. 

PRESENT: 

 

Members: Cllr. I. Hill (Chairman), Cllr. R. Hamilton (Vice Chairman), Cllr. A. Sleath, Cllr. R. 

Roberts, Cllr. S. Pegg, Cllr. E. Fernandez. 

Clerk: S. Derry 

Members of the Public:  Four members of the public were in attendance at the 

commencement of the meeting including County/District Councillor Simon Galton and 

District Councillors Amanda Burrell and Peter Elliott. 

 

  ACTION 

01-10/21 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None was received.  

02-10/21 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor R. Hamilton declared a disclosable interest other than a pecuniary 

interest in respect of agenda items 9 (Grant application - Houghton Field 

Association) and 17a (Review of Policy on Grants - Houghton Field 

Association: potential recipient). 

 

Councillor I. Hill declared a disclosable interest other than a pecuniary interest 

in respect of agenda items 9 (Grant application - Houghton Village Hall and 

17a (Review of Policy on Grants - Houghton Village Hall: potential recipient). Clerk 

 It was noted that Councillor R. Roberts had not declared any interests even 

though he had been appointed to be the Houghton Field Association 

representative as he had not yet taken up the position pending a review of the 

Code of Conduct.  

03-10/21 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 

ON 14 SEPTEMBER 2021 

It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed. Clerk 

04-10/21 PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

It was resolved that, with immediate effect, Kiran Chaggar be approved as a 

co-opted member of the Parish Council. He would be invited to sign his 

‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ which would be witnessed by the 

Chairman. 

Cllrs. IH, 

KC 

 It was resolved that Cllr. K. Chaggar would attend the Councillor training 

course being organised by Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local 

Councils at a cost of £45 and that travelling be approved if appropriate. 

Clerk, 

Cllr. KC 
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05-10/21 INFORMAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

A resident commented on the lack of street lighting at the new development of 

three dwellings which had been built on the site of former garages in Weir 

Lane.  

06-10/21 FULL FIBRE BROADBAND 

Openreach had reported that good progress was being made and the survey 

and planning stage was complete.  Openreach was now in the build stage of 

its deployment when installation of the fibre network and associated 

infrastructure would commence.  Residents might see engineers working 

nearby although they could also be working anywhere on the route from their 

community back to the local telephone exchange.   

  

The Parish Council would be regularly updated as the go live date approached 

and the project was on track for completion in March 2022.  

 It was suggested that the Parish Council should:- 
 

• Re-ignite Ultrafast interest. 
 

• Advise all qualifying properties that the project remained on schedule 
(possibly with Neighbourhood Plan). 

 

• Continue to inform residents of impending traffic disruption.  

07-10/21 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

 

i) 21/01684/FUL – Erection of a single storey rear extension (25 Stacey 

Avenue, Houghton). 

 

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response. Clerk 

 ii) 21/01744/FUL - Erection of a two storey side extension and installation 

of a pitch roof over existing front dormer window (5 St Catharine’s Way, 

Houghton) 

 

It was resolved to comment that the Parish Council had concerns that 

there appeared to be inadequate access to the rear of the property from 

St. Catharine’s Way. Clerk 



Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 

3 

08-10/21 GRANT APPLICATIONS 

The following applications had been received by the closing date contained 

within the Policy on Grants:-  

 Houghton Field 

Association 

Replacement of chain 

sets and 2 flat seats to 

the Wicksteed Flexi 

Swing in Parklife play 

area. 

£1300.80 

 

 Houghton Field 

Association 

Installation of an outdoor 

Gym. 

Alternative suppliers:- 

Wicksteed £15,155.92 

Sunshine £11,301.60  

 Houghton Village Hall Subsidy for hire charges 

of hall facilities by 

Houghton organisations 

and residents. 

£2000.00 

 

 It was resolved:- 

 

• That the applications from Houghton Field Association (HFA) in respect 

of the Wicksteed Flexi Swing and the Village Hall were valid and would 

be considered for inclusion in the 2022/23 precept. 

 

• To ask HFA whether additional costs in respect of welfare facilities, 

Heras fencing and a secure storage container on site had been taken 

into account in the Outdoor Gym proposal.  Clerk 

09-10/21 CORRESPONDENCE 

The list of correspondence, as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda, was 

received and accepted.  The following issues for action were considered:  

 a) An email had been received from Leicestershire and Rutland 

Association of Local Councils inviting participation in a consultation 

concerning Community Life Choices (day services) for adults in 

Leicestershire for which the deadline was 26 October 2021. 

 

It was resolved that Cllr. A. Sleath would complete the consultation. 

Clerk, 

Cllr. AS 

 b) An email had been received from Nada Hankin, Parish and Community 

Facilities Officer, Harborough District Council, inviting attendance at the 

Annual Parish Liaison Virtual Event. 

 

It was resolved that all Councillors should attend. 

Clerk, All 

Cllrs. 
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 c) An email had been received from Sarah Lunn (CEE (Climate and 

Ecological Emergency) Bill Alliance: Co-Founder, seeking the Parish 

Council’s support for the Climate and Ecological Emergency Bill. 

 

It was resolved that individual Councillors should respond as they 

wished. 

Clerk, All 

Cllrs. 

 d) At its meeting on 8 July 2021, the Parish Council had considered an 

email received indirectly from Mike Kapur, HM Lord Lieutenant of 

Leicestershire, enquiring as to whether the Parish Council was planning 

any Platinum Jubilee celebrations for Her Majesty the Queen’s 70 years 

of coming to the throne on 6 February 2022 (minute 09-07/21b refers). 

 

The Parish Council resolved to defer further consideration to the current 

Parish Council meeting. 

 

It was resolved to hold an event and to set up a Working Party 

comprising Cllrs. A. Sleath, R. Hamilton and S. Pegg to consider the 

details. 

Clerk, 

Cllrs.  AS, 

RH and 

SP 

 Discussions and email exchanges between Parish Councillors and 

Leicestershire County Council’s Team Leader. Forestry & Arboriculture 

Officer had taken place previously in respect of the replacement for the 

Silver Birch tree in Main Street although an update request email sent 

to the officer in July 2021 had not yet received a response. 

 

It was resolved to request the Team Leader to provide an update, 

particularly in relation to:- 

 

• Tidying the site. 

• Removing existing tree roots. 

• Planting the replacement tree. Clerk 

 It was resolved to remind the Team Leader that the Parish Council 

would be sympathetic to providing funds subject to further discussion 

(minute 16-11/20 refers). Clerk 

 It was resolved to copy correspondence to County Councillor Simon 

Galton. Clerk 
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 e) An email had been received from a resident expressing concerns over 

maintenance arrangement for properties owned by Platform Housing 

Group on Weir Lane. 

 

Platform Housing Group had responded to complaints from various 

residents which the Parish Council had passed on concerning the lack 

of maintenance at the square at the top of Field Close, the state of the 

pockets of land, between Home Close Road and Weir Lane and 

parking problems in the vicinity of Field Close and Weir Lane. 

 

Platform’s Interim Regional Housing Manager had explained that it 

appeared that the area had not been included in the service 

specification and that the grounds maintenance contractor had now 

addressed the poor condition of the area. 

 

He was awaiting a further response from his development team to 

understand the reasons for the delay in changing parking 

arrangements. 

 

 It was resolved to advise complainants accordingly. Clerk 

 f) An email had been received from Leicestershire and Rutland 

Association of Local Councils inviting completion of the Development 

and Member Support Questionnaire 2021. 

 

It was resolved that individual Councillors should respond as they 

wished. 

Clerk, All 

Cllrs 

 g) Emailed letters had been received from Francesca Wall-Bray on behalf 

of Houghton HOT Friends, complaining about alleged harassment by 

the Parish Council and other matters.  

  It was resolved to reply to the effect:- 

 

• That the contents were noted although a considerable number of  

points raised dated back many years. 

 

• In December 2020, the complainant had been invited to join a 

meeting of Parish Councillors concerning replacement of the Silver 

Birch tree, where she took an active part in discussions.  Further 

meetings had not been held. 

 

• The Parish Council had responded to the complainant’s emails of 

August and September 2021 providing only information that was 

available at that point.  
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 • The Parish Council appreciated the work undertaken by Hotfriends 

in the past and understood the interest in the replacement of  the 

Queen Victoria Diamond Jubilee Silver Birch.  However, the Parish 

Council had requested that Leicestershire County Council (LCC) 

planted a Sorbus as a replacement tree.  This species had been 

recommended as a long living tree with many varieties to choose 

from. 

 

• The Parish Council had agreed to fund the replacement tree and 

liaise with LCC concerning the treatment of the land surrounding it.  

Therefore there was no need for Hot Friends to raise funds from 

villagers, businesses or landowners. 

 
The Parish Council would like to see the area well maintained which it had 

not been for a long time and Parish Councillors were willing to meet with 

representatives of Hot Friends on site if they wished. Clerk 

 h) An email had been received from Corporate Communications 

(Communications, Public Engagement, Force HQ), seeking views on 

the Police and Crime Plan 2021. 

 

It was resolved that individual Councillors should respond as they 

wished. 

Clerk, All 

Cllrs 

 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES  

10-10/21 TRAFFIC AND PARKING 

Deployment of Portable Slow Down Indicator Device 

A consultation with residents had been undertaken as required by 

Leicestershire County Council (LCC).  Of nine households, seven did not 

comment, one supported the proposed locations and one objected to the siting 

of the device on St. Catharine’s Way opposite the southerly junction with North 

Way. 

 

It was resolved to:- 

 

• Support the Clerk’s suggestion to LCC that the post which had 

attracted negative comments be situated adjacent to the boundary of 

numbers 30 and 32 St. Catharine’s Way. 

 

• Support the Clerk’s consultation with the occupier(s) of 30 St. 

Catharine’s Way. 

 

• Indicate to the complainant that their objections had been addressed by 

the suggestion to move the position of the device although it would be 

for LCC to determine whether the new position was acceptable. Clerk 
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 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE  

11-10/21 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

Wildflower Verge Scheme 

At its meeting on 14 September 2021, the Parish Council had approved the 

acquisition and sowing of suitable wildflower seeds on the verges on the A47 

(Uppingham Road) at a cost not exceeding £20 (minute 12-09/21 refers). 

 

This would allow for seeds to be sown on only part of the area and it had been 

suggested that sufficient seeds should be purchased to enable further sowing.   

 Cllr. A. Sleath reported that the two areas either side of the entrance to Deane 

Gate Drive had been scarified, raked and the rubbish removed.  Nature Spot 

had recommended that two different mixtures of Emorsgate seeds be planted 

and that additional wildflower seeds would improve the density of wildflowers. 

 

It was resolved to allocate an additional £50 excluding VAT for the acquisition 

of further wildflowers and sharp sand. Clerk 

12-10/21 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

Weir Lane Former Garage Site 

It was reported that no lighting existed at the ‘public right of way’ entrance to 

the three new dwellings although the former garage site had been illuminated 

by floodlighting. 

 

It was resolved to request Platform Housing Group to provide lighting. Clerk 

13-10/21 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

Jitty – Firs Road to Houghton Field 

It was reported that the well-used jitty was poorly lit and needed improving. 

 

It was resolved to request Leicestershire County Council to improve existing 

lighting and to improve the visibility of the post at the Firs Road end of the jitty, 

perhaps by applying reflective paint. Clerk 

14-10/21 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

Houghton Field Defibrillator 

It was reported that the green light on the defibrillator was not working and it 

was resolved to contact Houghton Field Association accordingly. Clerk 

15-10/21 VILLAGE MAINTENANCE 

Ash Tree Close Builders’ Compound 

It was reported that the compound did not have protective fencing which 

exposed potential dangers. 

 

It was resolved to contact Harborough District Council accordingly. Clerk 
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16-10/21 MAIN STREET DEFIBRILLATOR 

At its meeting on 14 September 2021, the Parish Council, in considering 

appointments to external bodies, resolved to enquire as to whether Huw 

Francis wanted to continue to undertake the three-monthly checking of the 

device situated at the Village Hall. 

 

Although Mr. Francis was willing to continue with the task, he felt that it would 

make more sense if someone associated with either the Parish Council or the 

Village Hall were to take it on. 

 

It was resolved that Cllr. R. Roberts would assume responsibility for checking 

the defibrillator. Cllr. RR 

 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  

17-10/21 SUMMER SPORTS EVENT 

It was reported that the net cost for the event was £860 and, although it was 

disappointing that more feedback had not been provided, that which had been 

received both formally and informally, was positive. 

 

It was resolved to request Finding Fitness to provide:- 

 

• A quotation for a similar event in 2022. 

• Statistics indicating the ratio of participating children resident in 

Houghton compared with those from elsewhere. Clerk 

18-10/21 REMEMBRANCE DAY 

Cllr. R. Hamilton reported that arrangements were in hand.  

 OTHER MATTERS  

19-10/21 EMERGENCY PLAN 

Cllr. I. Hill reported that the plan was complete and reference to Houghton 

Helpline had been removed following the demise of the organisation. 

 

It was resolved to approve the plan. 

Cllr. I. Hill, 

Clerk 
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20-10/21 POLICY REVIEW 

Policy on Grants 

The Working Party appointed at the Parish Council meeting on 8 July 2021 

had met and had considered possible amendments to the scheme. 

 

It was resolved to leave the scheme substantially unchanged and to make 

only the following alterations effective from grants payable from April 2023  for 

which the submission deadline was 1 October 2022.:- 

 

• Paragraph 11 beginning ‘the Parish Council will’ to be amended to ‘the 

Parish Council may’. 

• Revise the Grant Aid Application Form to provide increased 

prominence to total project costs. Clerk 

21-10/21 POLICY REVIEW 

Risk Management 

The existing scheme had been examined for its suitability and relevance and 

only minor amendments were being suggested. 

 

Subject to minor alterations, it was resolved to adopt the updated Risk 

Management scheme with immediate effect. Clerk 

22-10/21 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Cllr. I. Hill provided a progress update following the Working Party meeting 

which had been held on Wednesday 13 October 2021.  The plan was taking 

shape and sub groups were forming.  

23-10/21 CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk’s report was received and accepted.  

24-10/21 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Invoices received and approval of payment. 

 It was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Schedule of 

Payments as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda and as itemised in 

the appendix. Clerk 

 b) Checks in accordance with Financial Regulation 2.2 

Cllr. S. Pegg reported that he had carried out the checks in accordance 

with Financial Regulation 2.2 as agreed at the Parish Council meeting on 

12 September 2019 (minutes 21-09/19 a, c and d refer) and that there 

were no matters which required consideration by the Parish Council.  

Declarations had been signed to confirm that he had checked bank 

statements for the quarter ended 30 September 2021 and that they were 

consistent with the Quarterly Financial Check and approval had been 

provided for all items of expenditure.  
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 c) Quarterly Financial Progress Report 

It was resolved that the report comprising details of income and 

expenditure from 1 July to 30 September be accepted.  

 d) Nationwide Business Instant Saver Account 

Nationwide had notified the Parish Council of its intention to launch digital 

banking later in 2021.  This would enable customers to take money out, 

check balances, look at transaction history and access statements.  

Existing signatories had completed a Confirmation of Authorised 

Signatories Form as requested. 

A disadvantage of the new arrangement would be that the Clerk (as 

administrator/contact but not signatory) would be unable to access online 

banking.  Nationwide had indicated that this difficulty could be overcome if 

the Clerk was added as a signatory.  This would require a changed 

signatory requirement to three out of four as opposed to two out of three 

which would not compromise the security of the existing arrangement. 

It was resolved that the suggested arrangement be approved. Clerk 

25-10/21 PARISH COUNCILLORS’ CONDUCT AND INTERESTS 

It was resolved to commission a course to be run by the Leicestershire and 

Rutland Association of Local Councils (LRALC) on a date to be agreed to be 

attended by Parish Councillors and the Clerk at a cost of £90 plus expenses in 

the Methodist Schoolroom or Village Hall Club Room if LRALC required use of 

a projector. 

All Cllrs. 

Clerk 

26-10/21 APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVE ON EXTERNAL BODY 2021/22 – 

HOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL 

At its meeting on 14 September 2021, the Parish Council had provisionally 

appointed representatives to external bodies (minute 05-09/21 refers).  Cllr. S. 

Pegg had subsequently withdrawn his acceptance of the position in relation to 

the Village Hall. 

 

It was resolved to defer consideration of a replacement appointee to the 

Parish Council meeting in November 2021. Clerk 
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27-10/21 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL BODIES 

Cllr. S. Pegg reported on the Annual General Meeting of Leicestershire and 

Rutland Association of Local Councils which he had attended remotely. 

 

Cllrs. A. Sleath, R. Hamilton and S. Pegg reported on the Annual General 

Meeting of Houghton Field Association (HFA) which they had attended. 

 

At its meetings on 11 August 2021 (minute 12-08/21 refers) and 14 September 

2021 (minute 16-09/21 refers) the Parish Council had considered working 

together to consider the development of facilities and activities at the field for 

the benefit of the community. 

 

It was resolved to suggest meeting with HFA on Monday 25 October 2021 

and to send a draft agenda inviting the addition of other items for 

consideration. Clerk 

28-10/21 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN NEXT AGENDA 

The following items were agreed: 

a) Appointment of representatives on external bodies 2021/22 – Houghton 

Field Association and Houghton Village Hall. 

b) Covid-19. 

c) Full fibre broadband. 

d) Houghton Field Association Grass Cutting. 

e) Items to be included in the 2022/23 precept including grants. 

f) Neighbourhood Plan. 

g) Platinum Jubilee celebrations 

h) Remembrance Day. 

i) Traffic and Parking. 

j) Village Maintenance including Silver Birch tree replacement in Main 

Street. Clerk 

29-10/21 2022 ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

It was resolved to hold the meeting on Thursday 28 April 2022 in the Village 

Hall Main Room, Houghton at 7.30 p.m. and to defer consideration of the 

detailed arrangements to a future meeting of the Parish Council. Clerk 
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30-10/21 DATE OF NEXT MEETING AND DETERMINATION OF VENUE 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 11 November 2021, commencing at 

7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton. 

 

It was resolved to delegate changes to the date, time or venue to the Clerk if 

necessary.  

 

The meeting closed at 9:55 p.m. 

 

 

............................................................................. 

Ian Hill 

Chairman 

11 November 2021 
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Appendix 

Schedule of Payments 

 

Mr. S. Derry – Stationery (Stamps) £ 15.84 

H.M.R.C. – Clerk’s PAYE payment and Employer National Insurance 
Contribution for July, August and September 2021 

£ 453.67 

Harborough District Council - Emptying dog bins and replacing liners, July to 
September 2021 

£ 81.46 

Harborough District Council – Grounds Maintenance for July to September 
2021 

£ 472.56 

 


