
Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 

 

1 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE METHODIST 
CHURCH SCHOOLROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON THE HILL,  

ON THURSDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2013, AT 7.30 PM 
 
PRESENT: 
 
Members: Cllr. Mr. H. Francis (Chairman), Cllr. Mrs. A. Sleath (Vice Chairman), Cllr. Mrs. R. 
Hamilton, Cllr. Mrs. H. McSweeney, Cllr. Mr. S. Sims, Cllr. Paul Hart (co-opted member 
14/11/13). 
Clerk: Mr. S. Derry 
Members of the Public: There were 13 members of the public present at the start including 
district Councillor Peter Elliott. 
  ACTION 

01-11/13 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
None was received.  It was reported that Cllr. Mrs. S. Swann had tendered her 
resignation and this would be addressed under agenda item 4 (Councillor 
Vacancy).  

02-11/13 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Cllr. Francis declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as deputy Parish 
Council representative for Houghton Village Hall and Parklife  in respect of 
agenda item 18b (consideration of items to be included in the 2014/15 precept).  
Cllr. Francis opted to remain in the meeting to speak and vote on the matter as 
his impartiality obligations would not be compromised. 
 
Councillor Sleath, as a committee member of Houghton Field Association, 
declared an interest in respect of agenda item 17 (correspondence) and as a 
committee member of Houghton Field Association, Village Hall and Parklife 
declared an interest in respect of agenda item 18b (consideration of items to be 
included in the 2014/15 precept).  Councillors involved in a position of general 
control or management of organisations but not appointed or nominated by the 
Parish Council have no such disclosure obligation in accordance with the Parish 
Council’s Code of Conduct.  The declarations were made voluntarily. 
 
Cllr. Hamilton declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as Parish Council 
representative for Houghton Village Hall  in respect of agenda item 18b 
(consideration of items to be included in the 2014/15 precept).  Cllr. Hamilton 
opted to remain in the meeting to speak and vote on the matter as her 
impartiality obligations would not be compromised. 
 
Councillor McSweeney, as Acting Chairman of Houghton Field Association, 
declared an interest in respect of agenda item 17 (correspondence) and agenda 
item 18b (consideration of items to be included in the 2014/15 precept and as a 
member of Friends of St Catharine’s declared an interest in respect of agenda 
item 18b (consideration of items to be included in the 2014/15 precept).  
Councillors involved in a position of general control or management of 
organisations but not appointed or nominated by the Parish Council have no 
such disclosure obligation in accordance with the Parish Council’s Code of 
Conduct.  The declarations were made voluntarily.   
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 Cllr. Sims declared a disclosable non-pecuniary interest as Parish Council 

representative for Houghton Field Association and Parklife in respect of agenda 
item 17 (correspondence) and 18b (consideration of items to be included in the 
2014/15 precept).  Cllr. Sims opted to remain in the meeting to speak and vote 
on these matters as his impartiality obligations would not be compromised.  

03-11/13 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON 10 OCTOBER 2013 
It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed.  The minutes were duly signed 
by the Chairman. 

 

04-11/13 COUNCILLOR VACANCIES 
It was resolved that, with immediate effect, Paul Hart be approved as a co-
opted member of the Parish Council.  He signed his ‘Declaration of Acceptance 
of Office’ which was witnessed by the Clerk and commenced active duty as a co-
opted member. 
 
It was resolved that Councillor Hart would attend the LRALC Councillor training 
and development for new Councillors course at a cost of £30 plus travelling 
expenses. 

Cllr. PH, 
Clerk 

 In respect of the remaining vacancy it was reported that no written requests to fill 
it by election had been received and efforts would therefore be made to co-opt to 
fill the position. 

 

05-11/13 INFORMAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 
Representatives/former representatives of Houghton Field Association and 
Parklife expressed their displeasure at the resolutions of the Parish Council at its 
meeting on 10 October 2013 following the requests to release 2012/13 grants. 

 

06-11/13 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a) 13/01354/FUL – Construction of an anaerobic digestion plant comprising 
digester tank/gas holder, fermentation tank, CHP unit with gas engine, feed 
hopper, membrane plant, propane storage tank, network entry facility and 
portacabin office, with associated landscaping, access and hardstanding 
(Houghton Lodge Farm, Houghton Lane, Houghton). 

 
This application had been considered at the meeting of the Parish Council 
on 10 October 2013 following which comments had been submitted to 
Harborough District Council (HDC).  Since then Councillors Francis and 
Sleath had accepted an invitation to visit a similar plant at Stuchbury Manor 
Farm, Greatworth, Oxfordshire and were accordingly in a position to provide 
further information. The Parish Council had been advised that although the 
21 days statutory consultation period had expired, HDC would consider 
comments received after that date providing they reached the case officer 
prior to determination of the application. 
 
Councillors Francis and Sleath reported that the visit had been interesting 
and that the site was tidy and not particularly obtrusive in the countryside.  
There were no concerns arising in respect of smell or noise.  The maize that 
had been harvested and chopped up ready for processing had a slight 
fermentation smell although this was not unpleasant.  
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 It was resolved to submit the following additional comments to Harborough 

District Council: 
 

 A written guarantee should be provided by the applicant to the effect that 
there would not be a change of use of the plant to recycling municipal 
waste.  This should be incorporated into a planning condition. 

 

 Trees should be planted.  These should comprise not only hawthorn and 
holly (understood to have been mentioned by the applicant) but trees that 
would grow to a height to provide some screening and add to a rather 
treeless landscape. 
 

 The applicant should provide an accurate prediction of vehicle 
movements in advance of HDC’s consideration of the application. 
 

 The above comments should be copied to the applicant which should be 
thanked for providing the site visit. Clerk 

 b) 13/01591/FUL – Erection of a two storey front extension (6 Freer Close, 
Houghton) 

 
It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response. Clerk 

07-11/13 CLERK’S REPORT 
The Clerk’s report was received and accepted.  

08-11/13 SALT BINS 
It had been reported that the salt bin in Scotland Lane had been damaged, 
perhaps as a result of a vehicle reversing into it.  Although it was still useable, 
Leicestershire County Council’s Clerk of Works (South East) considered that 
ideally it should be replaced although this would need to be financed by the 
Parish Council.  Enquiries had been made with the Parish Council’s insurers 
which had advised that a £100 excess applied and that a successful claim would 
be unlikely to impact on the renewal premium which was due in June 2014. 
 
It was resolved to: 
 

 Order a replacement salt bin at a cost of £200 to be financed from the 
Car Parking and Traffic Management budget. 
 

 Submit a claim to Zurich Insurance plc for £100 comprising the £200 
replacement cost from which an excess of £100 would be deducted. 
 

 Enquire as to whether Zurich will permit the Parish Council to retain the 
damaged salt bin.   
 

 Subject to Zurich raising no objections, request Leicestershire County 
Council to retain the damaged bin in its existing location in Scotland Lane 
and site the replacement bin at the junction of Chapel Close and St. 
Catharine’s Way. Clerk 



Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 

 

4 

 

 
09-11/13 STANDING ORDERS 

The National Association of Local Councils had published new model Standing 
Orders which had been compared to the Parish Council’s existing ones and had 
resulted in suggested revisions. 
 
It was resolved to adopt revised Standing Orders. Clerk 

10-11/13 VILLAGE WALK 
On 5 October 2013 four Councillors had undertaken the annual Village Walk to 
inspect and assess the condition of street furniture in its ownership and to review 
the general state and condition of roads, paths and hedges.  Although most 
assets were in good condition requiring no action and were unlikely to cause 
accidents, the following suggested remedial actions were considered: 

 
a) A47 - hedgerow from Firs Road towards Main Street is overgrown 

 
 It was resolved to write to Leicestershire County Council to request 
remedial action. Clerk 

 b) Main Street- Flagpole Spinney The hedgerow needs cutting back from 
the telephone box to the brambles at the junction with St Catharine’s 
Way. 

 
 It was resolved to write to Leicestershire County Council to request 
remedial action. Clerk 

 c) Footpath between Chapel Close and Forsells End overgrown with grass 
and weeds. 

 
 It was resolved to write to Leicestershire County Council to request 
remedial action. Clerk 

 d) Hedgerows poorly maintained in Scotland Lane, particularly from the 
Rise down to the flats. 

 
 It was resolved to write to Leicestershire County Council to request 
remedial action. Clerk 
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 e) The garage area between Home Close Road and Weir Lane was in a 

generally poor condition. 
 
It was resolved to write to Seven Locks Housing  to request remedial 
action in respect of the following items and to notify Leicestershire 
County Council accordingly: 
 

 poor paintwork 

 concrete pillars breaking up 
 roofs covered in ivy 

 footpath from Home Close Road to the garages not well lit due to 
trees obscuring the lighting. Clerk 

 f) Footpath from Home Close Road to the garages – Lamp post 1 is lit 
during daylight hours. 

 
 It was resolved to write to Leicestershire County Council to request 
remedial action. Clerk 

 g) Noticeboard outside Co-op store – requires revarnishing. 
 
It was resolved to request Mr. Liquorish to undertake this work. Cllr. HF 

11-11/13 GRASS CUTTING 
The three organisations for which grass cutting had been undertaken in 2013 
had been invited to provide observations which could be taken into account 
when considering the arrangements for 2014. 
 
They had commented: 
 

St. Catharine’s Church 
 
There were concerns about the frequency of cutting.  On a couple of 
occasions, the grass was allowed to get very long (perhaps the churchyard 
had been missed when other parts of the village had been cut), which made 
it look untidy, and had led to complaints being made, particularly from people 
whose relatives were buried in the graveyard.  When the grass was allowed 
to grow long, it didn't cut well, particularly in the tablet area where it was 
flattened over the tablets.  The most important aspect therefore was that the 
grass should be cut regularly throughout the summer.  
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 So far as other possibilities were concerned, to have cuttings taken away on 

a couple of occasions during the season would be excellent.  Spraying 
around the graves would be good in principle although care would need to 
be taken as to the kind of spray that was used as there is a well-used public 
footpath through the churchyard.  It would therefore need to be a spray that 
was not harmful to dogs or children. 

 
Houghton Village Hall 
 
Grass cutting in 2013 had been more successful than in 2012.  Clumps of 
poorly cut grass had not been left on the field although it was conceded that 
this might have been due to more favourable weather conditions.  In 2014 it 
was planned to continue the improved maintenance of the boundaries of the 
field, so the swathe of nettles would be smaller, and the area to be cut 
consequently marginally greater. 
 
The Village Hall would be interested if grass could be collected when long 
and there was an area to leave the cuttings on-site so there would be no 
additional costs incurred for transportation off-site, merely a little time loss in 
emptying the grass hopper. 
 
Houghton Field Association 
 
There was general satisfaction with the grass cutting financed by the Parish 
Council which was to suit general public use.  Footballers sometimes 
commented about grass cutting although they were responsible for carrying 
out further work to enhance the standard.  

 
Nurture Landscapes Ltd. had been invited to submit price options for 2014 
although, despite reminders being sent, this information had not yet been 
provided.  

12-11/13 DOG BIN EMPTYING 
Harborough District Council had provided a provisional quotation for dog bin 
emptying and replacing liners for 2014/15. 
 
It was resolved To accept the quotation conditional on its price not exceeding its 
provisional price by more than 25%. Clerk 

13-11/13 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
Following the Parish Council meeting on 10 October 2013 notices explaining the 
process and inviting expressions of interest had been placed on noticeboards 
and published in Houghton News and on the Parish Council website.  One 
expression of interest had been received. 
 
It was resolved to retain the notices explaining the process and inviting 
expressions of interest on the same basis as that decided at the Parish Council 
meeting on 10 October 2013. 

Cllr. HF, 
Clerk 
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14-11/13 CAR PARKING AND TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT 

Following the Parish Council meeting on 10 October 2013, Greg Payne (Traffic 
and Safety Manager, Leicestershire County Council) had been requested to 
arrange for Junction Protection Markings (JPMs) to be painted on the road at 
three locations. 
 
He had responded by explaining that an obstacle was the fact that a Traffic 
Regulation Order (TRO) was required, possibly for each JPM and they can cost 
between £7,000 and £8,000 each.  There was a possibility that they could be 
contained within one TRO although, under present regulations, this would still 
cost between £8,000 and £10,000 overall.  The cost of actually carrying out the 
work would be considerably less than £2,500.  The Department of Transport was 
looking at a raft of simplification aspects including the possible removal of the 
need to have TROs for this type of work.  This exercise was ongoing although it 
had already been underway for between 2 and 3 years.  Mr. Payne had no 
information as to when it might be complete.  He was organising an assessment 
of the Parish Council’s request and an answer was expected in 3 to 4 weeks.  If 
the assessment was positive the earliest when the Parish Council could expect 
the JPMs to appear was during 2015/16.  This would be funded by 
Leicestershire County Council whose budget had already been allocated for 
2014/15 and any contribution from the Parish Council would not impact on this 
timescale.  If there was a relaxation of the need to have TROs that would 
present a more optimistic scenario and the work could be brought forward and a 
contribution might make a difference.  A consultation exercise would still have to 
be undertaken although this would be on a more local basis and would be less 
expensive. 
 
Parish Councillors were disappointed with Mr. Payne’s response which 
appeared to conflict with their previous understanding. 
 
It was resolved to: 
 

 Purchase 24 no. 500mm high road hazard cones to be placed to prevent 
inconsiderate parking to be delivered to Ian Hill, Chairman, Houghton 
Village Hall. Clerk 

  Purchase 10 signs at a cost not exceeding £100 for placement on grass 
verges when events are taking place to the effect that large vehicles such 
as buses and emergency vehicles required access.  The signs to state 
‘Polite Notice – No Parking – Bus Route’. 

Cllr. SS, 
Clerk 

15-11/13 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL BODIES 
Cllr. McSweeney reported on her attendance at an emergency committee 
meeting of Houghton Field Association.  She informed the meeting that she was 
now the acting Chairman.   
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16-11/13 CORRESPONDENCE 

The list of correspondence, as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda, was 
received and accepted.  The following issues for action were considered: 

 
a) An Email had been received from Amanda Bennett, Houghton Field 

Association (HFA) committee member expressing concern about the 
resignation of four HFA committee members and enquiring as to the 
circumstances which led to the Parish Council’s decisions following the 
request to release the 2012/13 grant. 

 
It was resolved to write to Mrs. Bennett and to include the following: 

 
 Councillors had never questioned Mrs. Bennett’s honesty and integrity 

and were equally disappointed that the former Chair of the Houghton 
Field Association (HFA) and members of the HFA Committee had 
decided to resign. Councillors, however, wished to make it clear that: 

 The Parish Council (PC) was charged with lawfully distributing and 
accounting for grants (public funds) to bodies within the village.  It 
alone could decide to whom it distributed these funds. 

 It had been pleased over the years to provide regular grants to the 
HFA. 

 Councillors present unanimously agreed in principle at their meeting 
in October 2013 to accede to the HFA's request for a grant of 
£2300 (for the year 2012/13) and instructed the clerk to write to the 
chairman of the HFA to this effect. 

 The then HFA Treasurer had, prior to the PC meeting, confirmed in 
writing to the HFA Secretary (whom of course was also Vice Chair of 
the PC) that she had “borrowed” £2,000 from Parklife (a constituent 
but separate part of HFA) because HFA did not have sufficient funds 
in its current account to pay outstanding bills. 

 Members of the Parklife Committee were not consulted about the 
£2,000 being "borrowed" from the Parklife account and were unaware 
that it had happened until after the event. 

 Whilst the HFA would have known that the PC would be considering 
at its October meeting allocating the grant for 2012/13, it could not 
and should not have assumed this to be guaranteed income. 

 The PC therefore instructed the clerk when writing to the HFA to state 
that the PC would release £300 of the £2,300 immediately to the 
HFA and that the remainder of the grant (£2,000) be retained and be 
paid to Parklife upon receipt of evidence of an order(s) being placed 
for approved items. This effectively ring fenced the money and 
allowed the PC to account for the grant it was releasing to the HFA.  

 The PC had at all times acted in a way to meet its legal obligation to 
account for funds it distributed as grants. No more, no less. The PC 
was sorry that the former Chair and various members of the HFA 
Committee, who had worked hard over many years for the good of Clerk 
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the village, felt it necessary to resign.  It nevertheless looked forward 
to working constructively with the new Chair and Committee. 

 b) An Email had been received from Simon Thodey, Houghton Field 
Association (HFA) committee member expressing concern about the 
resignation of four HFA committee members and enquiring as to the 
circumstances which led to the Parish Council’s decisions following the 
request to release the 2012/13 grant. 

 
It was resolved to write to Mr. Thodey and to include the following: 

 
 Councillors refute the assertion that they are not acting for the benefit 

and advancement of the community and wished to make it clear that: 

 The Parish Council (PC) was charged with lawfully distributing and 
accounting for grants (public funds) to bodies within the village.  It 
alone could decide to whom it distributed these funds. 

 It had been pleased over the years to provide regular grants to the 
HFA. 

 Councillors present unanimously agreed in principle at their meeting 
in October 2013 to accede to the HFA's request for a grant of 
£2,300 (for the year 2012/13) and instructed the clerk to write to the 
chairman of the HFA to this effect. 

 The then HFA Treasurer had, prior to the PC meeting, confirmed in 
writing to the HFA Secretary (whom of course was also Vice Chair of 
the PC) that she had “borrowed” £2,000 from Parklife (a constituent 
but separate part of HFA) because HFA did not have sufficient funds 
in its current account to pay outstanding bills. 

 Members of the Parklife Committee were not consulted about the 
£2,000 being "borrowed" from the Parklife account and were unaware 
that it had happened until after the event. 

 Whilst the HFA would have known that the PC would be considering 
at its October meeting allocating the grant for 2012/13, it could not 
and should not have assumed this to be guaranteed income. 

 The PC therefore instructed the clerk when writing to the HFA to state 
that the PC would release £300 of the £2,300 immediately to the 
HFA and that the remainder of the grant (£2,000) be retained and be 
paid to Parklife upon receipt of evidence of an order(s) being placed 
for approved items. This effectively ring fenced the money and 
allowed the PC to account for the grant it was releasing to the HFA. 

 In order to rescind a previous resolution of the PC, as was being 
suggested, a notice of motion would have had to be forthcoming.  
None felt it necessary.  

 The PC had at all times acted in a way to meet its legal obligation to 
account for funds it distributed as grants. No more, no less. The PC 
was sorry that the former Chair and various members of the HFA 
Committee, who had worked hard over many years for the good of Clerk 
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the village, felt it necessary to resign.  It nevertheless looked forward 
to working constructively with the new Chair and Committee. 

 c) An email had been received from Hayley Cawthorne, Parish Liaison 

Officer, Harborough District Council relating to a 2 hour training session 

entitled ‘How to use Planning Online effectively to benefit your Parish 

Council’. 

It was resolved that the Clerk would attend the free event and would be 
reimbursed for travelling expenses. Clerk 

 d) A resident had enquired as to the possibility of erecting a bus shelter 5 or 

6 metres to the side of the bus stop situated on the A47 east of Firs 

Road. 

 

The Parish Council had made enquiries as to the financial and practical 

aspects but regretted that it could not support the suggestion.  It was 

resolved to write to the resident accordingly and to explain the detailed 

reasons for the decision. Clerk 

 e) An Email had been received from Sheena Mortimer, Electoral Services 
Manager, Harborough District Council consulting on a review of polling 
stations to assess their suitability and accessibility for all electors.  The 
Parish Council was invited to make observations or suggestions 
regarding either the suitability of the current polling stations or suggest 
alternative venues. 
 
It was resolved to reply indicating that the Parish Council was satisfied 
with the existing arrangements. Clerk 

 f) An Email had been received from Hayley Cawthorne, Parish Liaison 
Officer, Harborough District Council containing information that the 
Woodland Trust was offering over 3000 packs of free trees to community 
groups, youth groups and schools interested in helping wildlife. 

 
It was resolved to forward the information to Ian Hill (Chairman – 
Houghton Village Hall), Jan Knox (Head Teacher - Houghton on the Hill 
Church of England School) and Hazel McSweeney (Acting Chairman - 
Houghton Field Association). Clerk 
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 g) Emails had been received from Melanie Edgell and Gwenyth Tyler, 

representatives of Houghton News, concerning Houghton Field 
Association (HFA) resignations following the Parish Council’s decisions 
relating to a request to release the 2012/13 HFA grant. 
 
It was resolved to write to them and to include the following: 

 
 Councillors were disappointed that the former Chair of the Houghton 

Field Association (HFA) and members of the HFA Committee had 
decided to resign.  Councillors, however, wish to make it clear that: 

 The Parish Council (PC) was charged with lawfully distributing and 
accounting for grants (public funds) to bodies within the village.  It 
alone could decide to whom it distributed these funds. 

 It had been pleased over the years to provide regular grants to the 
HFA. 

 Councillors present unanimously agreed in principle at their meeting 
in October 2013 to accede to the HFA's request for a grant of 
£2,300 (for the year 2012/13) and instructed the clerk to write to the 
chairman of the HFA to this effect. 

 The then HFA Treasurer had, prior to the PC meeting, confirmed in 
writing to the HFA Secretary (whom of course was also Vice Chair of 
the PC) that she had “borrowed” £2,000 from Parklife (a constituent 
but separate part of HFA) because HFA did not have sufficient funds 
in its current account to pay outstanding bills. 

 Members of the Parklife Committee were not consulted about the 
£2,000 being "borrowed" from the Parklife account and were unaware 
that it had happened until after the event. 

 Whilst the HFA would have known that the PC would be considering 
at its October meeting allocating the grant for 2012/13, it could not 
and should not have assumed this to be guaranteed income. 

 The PC therefore instructed the clerk when writing to the HFA to state 
that the PC would release £300 of the £2,300 immediately to the 
HFA and that the remainder of the grant (£2,000) be retained and be 
paid to Parklife upon receipt of evidence of an order(s) being placed 
for approved items. This effectively ring fenced the money and 
allowed the PC to account for the grant it was releasing to the HFA. 

 The PC had at all times acted in a way to meet its legal obligation to 
account for funds it distributed as grants. No more, no less. The PC 
was sorry that the former Chair and various members of the HFA 
Committee, who had worked hard over many years for the good of 
the village, felt it necessary to resign.  It nevertheless looked forward 
to working constructively with the new Chair and Committee. Clerk 
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 h) Email from Hayley Cawthorne, Parish Liaison Officer, Harborough District 

Council requesting the Parish Council to consider hosting a Slipper 
Exchange event which is an initiative that provides a new pair of properly 
fitting slippers to older people in order to lessen the risk of falls in their 
homes. 

 
It was resolved to forward the request to Geraldine Feehally (Organiser, 
Ministry for Older People in Houghton). Clerk 

 i) Email from Mary Dakin, Finance Assistant, Rural Community Council 
seeking views on the Village Achievement Awards Competition by the 
completion of a survey. 

 
It was resolved to forward the request to Ian Hill (Chairman, Houghton 
Village Hall). Clerk 

 j) Email from Terry Kirby, Chairman of Campaign for Better Transport 
(Leicestershire) notifying the Parish Council of a revised public 
consultation process on the bus services currently supported by 
Leicestershire County Council and inviting completion of a questionnaire. 

 
It was resolved that Cllr. Francis would complete the survey. Cllr. HF 

17-11/13 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Invoices received and approval of payment. 
 

It was resolved to: 
 

 Approve payment for travel in connection with a visit to Stuchbury Manor 
Farm, Greatworth, Oxfordshire in connection with the discharge of a 
function of the Parish Council as a statutory consultee in the planning 
process. 

 

 Approve the payments detailed in the Schedule of Payments as 
circulated by the Clerk with the agenda. Clerk 
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 b) Items to be included in the 2014/15 Precept 

 
 It was resolved to provisionally include the following items:  

 i) Grant: Houghton Field 
Association 
 

ii) Grant: Methodist Church 
 
iii) Grant: Parklife 
 
iv) Grant: St. Catharine’s 

Church 
 
v) Grant: Village Hall 
 
vi) Contingency 
 
vii) Car Parking and Traffic 

Management 

£3000  
 
 
£400 
 
£1500 
 
 
£845 
 
£3600 
 
£1000 
 
 
£3000  

 It was resolved to request St. Catharine’s Church to consider ‘match 
funding’ the grant, i.e. the Parish Council would provide a grant of 50% of 
the cost of the project subject to a ceiling of £845.  The application was for a 
grant of £1690. 
 
The Village Hall’s grant application comprised three elements of £2400, 
£500 and £700.  The first element related to a subsidy for hire of the Village 
Hall by Houghton residents and organisations for which the cost in 2012 
had been £2000.  A similar amount was expected in 2013.  It was resolved 
that in the event of £400 of the £2400 not being required, the grant would 
be reduced accordingly. 
 
It was resolved that an additional meeting of the Parish Council would take 
place on Thursday 9 January 2014 in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, 
Main Street, Houghton at 7.30 p.m. and that the agenda will include setting 
the 2014/15 precept. 

Cllr. HF, 
Clerk 

 c) Bank Account Signatories 
Unity Trust Bank 

 
It was resolved that former Council Swann be removed as a signatory and 
internet banking user. 
 
It was resolved that Cllr. Hart be added as a signatory and internet banking 
user. Clerk 
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18-11/13 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE NEXT AGENDA 

It was resolved to include the following in the agenda for the Parish Council 
meeting to be held on 12 December 2013: 
 

a) Councillor Vacancy 
b) Noticeboards 
c) Cleaning and painting of roadside seats  

19-11/13 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12 December 2013, commencing at 
7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton.  

 
The meeting closed at 10.05 p.m. 
 
 
 
............................................................................. 
Chairman 
12 December 2013 


