
Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE METHODIST 

CHURCH SCHOOLROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON THE HILL, ON 

THURSDAY 14th NOVEMBER 2019, AT 7.30 PM 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Members: Cllr. I. Hill (Chairman), Cllr. R. Hamilton (Vice Chairman), Cllr. A. Sleath, Cllr. J. 

Sharman and Cllr. H. Alves. 

Clerk: S. Derry 

Members of the Public: There were five members of the public present at the 

commencement of the meeting including District Councillor Peter Elliott. 

 

REF. MINUTE ACTION 

01-11/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr. R. Roberts and Cllr. N. 

Joyce. No Action 

02-11/19 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor A. Sleath declared a pecuniary interest in respect of agenda 

item 5 (allotments). 

 

Councillors I. Hill, R. Hamilton and A. Sleath declared a disclosable 

interest other than a pecuniary interest in respect of agenda item 13 (grass 

cutting). 

 

Councillors I. Hill and H. Alves declared a disclosable interest other than a 

pecuniary interest in respect of agenda item 20d (items to be included in 

the 2020/21 precept – Houghton Village Hall). No Action 

03-11/19 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON 10 OCTOBER 2019 

It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed.  The Chairman signed the 

minutes. Clerk 

04-11/19 INFORMAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION SESSION 

A resident spoke about street lights which were not working on the south 

side of Uppingham Road between Main Street and Firs Road.  It was 

explained that these had been reported to Leicestershire County Council. 

 

A resident spoke about planning application 19/01593/FUL. No Action 
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05-11/19 ALLOTMENTS 

It was reported that Johnson Astills, solicitors acting for the Parish Council 

concerning the land transfer to Davidsons Developments, had provided 

notification that they had heard from Fishers solicitors, which was acting 

for Davidsons and they had requested an undertaking concerning its costs 

and draft documentation for approval. 

 

Houghton Gardeners’ Club had forwarded quotations to the Clerk who had 

placed an order for the work to be undertaken by Kibworth Fencing Ltd. 

(minute 05-10/19 refers). No Action 

06-11/19 PLANNING APPLICATION 

 

i) 19/01593/FUL - Erection of a single storey rear extension, porch, 

dormer window containing a Juliette balcony and internal alterations 

(9 Weir Lane, Houghton). 

 

It was resolved to submit a ‘has NO COMMENTS’ response. Clerk 

07-11/19 CORRESPONDENCE 

The list of correspondence, as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda, 

was received and accepted.  The following issues for action were 

considered: 

 

 

 a) A letter had been received from Richard Ellis, Harborough District 

Council’s Corporate Services Manager and Electoral Registration 

Officer, providing notification of a Community Governance Review. 

 

It was resolved that Cllr. I. Hill would consider the review and 

report back to the Parish Council meeting on 12 December. 

Clerk, Cllr. 

IH 

 b) An email had been received from Steve Shaw, Director, Power for 

People, encouraging the Parish Council to pass a motion in support 

of the Local Electricity Bill. 

 

It was resolved to thank Mr. Shaw for consulting with the Parish 

Council and to inform him that no further action would be taken. Clerk 

 c) An email had been received from Clare Waldron, Safe and 

Sustainable Travel Manager, Leicestershire County Council, 

providing information on the future of the 747 bus service. 

 

It was resolved to not support a meeting but to include the 

information provided in the Clerk’s monthly Houghton News report. Clerk 
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 d) An email had been received from Samantha Village, Environmental 

Partnership Coordinator, Leicestershire County Council, inviting 

completion of a questionnaire concerning the Tree Warden 

network. 

 

It was resolved that Cllr. R. Hamilton would complete the 

questionnaire. 

Clerk, Cllr. 

RH 

 e) An email had been received from Ross Willmott, Training Support 

Officer, Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local Councils, 

providing information on a ‘Charitable Trusts and Parish/Town 

Councils - Navigating the Minefield’ training course. 

 

It was resolved that Cllrs. I. Hill and A. Sleath would attend and 

would be reimbursed for travelling. 

Clerk, Cllrs. 

IH, AS 

 f) An email had been received from Claire Korsakovs, Community 

Fundraiser- Leicestershire and Rutland Marie Curie Care and 

support through terminal illness, requesting a donation or 

community grant to help support the funding of Marie Curie nurses 

that support the local community of Houghton. 

 

It was resolved to notify Ms. Korsakovs that the Parish Council’s 

policy prevented it from making a contribution. Clerk 

08-11/19 RISK MANAGEMENT 

The Risk Management policy had been adopted in November 2012 

(minute 07-11/12 refers) and was now due to be reviewed. 

 

It was resolved that:- 

i) Cllrs. I. Hill and   A. Sleath would undertake the review and report 

back to the Parish Council meeting on 12 December 2019.  

Cllr. IH, AS, 

Clerk 

 ii) Cllr. J. Sharman would photograph the Commonwealth flag and it 

would be added to the Asset Register. 

Cllr. JS, 

Clerk 

 iii) Cllr. R. Hamilton would photograph road cones and the like used 

for Remembrance Day and they would be added to the Asset 

Register. 

Cllr. RH, 

Clerk 

09-11/19 PARISH FORWARD PLAN 

It was resolved to set up a working party comprising Cllrs. I. Hill, R. 

Hamilton, A. Sleath, J. Sharman and H. Alves and that its initial findings 

would be reported to the Parish Council meeting on 12 December 2019. 

Cllrs. IH, 

RH, AS, JS, 

HA 
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10-11/19 EMERGENCY PLAN 

It had not been possible to arrange the Emergency Plan exercise and it 

was therefore resolved to recirculate interested parties with a view to 

holding the exercise on a Thursday evening or Saturday morning in 

January or February 2020. 

Clerk, Cllr. 

IH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 

11-11/19 VILLAGE WALKS 

Parish Councillors had followed the format of previous years when the 

parish had been divided into areas which had been distributed amongst 

them for inspection.  Detailed findings are shown in the table at appendix 

1. 

 

It was resolved to:- 

• report the identified items listed as numbers 1 to 49, 54, 55 and 73 at 

appendix 1 to the relevant bodies. 

• report issues involving overhanging trees and foliage etc. to the 

responsible residents in the first instance. 

• Invite quotations in April 2020 to sand down the nine bench seats, 

carry out minor repairs as necessary and to coat them with clear 

preservative and finish with two coats of golden cedar (or similar) 

quality stain. 

• Purchase ten Neighbourhood Watch signs and ties at a cost not 

exceeding £120 including VAT. Clerk 

 • Undertake a review of previously omitted sections of Uppingham 

Road with a view to reporting issues involving overhanging trees and 

foliage etc. to the responsible residents in the first instance. Cllr. HA 

12-11/19 GRASS CUTTING 

It was reported that tenders for grass cutting from 1 April 2020 had been 

issued (minute 11-10/19 refers). No Action 

13-11/19 COMMUNITY PROJECTS 

New Golf Course 

It was reported that Parkers’ solicitors had requested copies of 

Modification Order Application Forms which had been sent to 

Leicestershire County Council (LCC).  Piers Lindley, LCC’s Senior Access 

& Development Officer (Rights of Way), had provided these with personal 

information redacted. 

 

It was understood that a planning application would soon be submitted. No Action 
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14-11/19 DAMAGE TO GRASS VERGE AND HEDGE CHARLOTTE’S WALK 

A resident had reported damage which had allegedly been caused by the 

Parish Council’s grass cutting contractor (Turney Landscapes).  The 

operator was alleged to have lost control of the mower which became 

embedded in the hedge between Charlotte’s Walk and the grass verge.  

The complainant did not know who owned the hedge although they had, 

along with all other residents, maintained the sections outside their 

properties.  Numerous stakes had been damaged along with the damage 

to the hedge itself. 

 

The complainant was seeking confirmation that the incident would be 

taken up with the contractor and that any work required to repair the 

damage would be carried out. 

 

The contractor had subsequently confirmed that the mower had ‘got stuck’ 

and that this had caused some damage to the ground and the hedge.  The 

operatives had tried to repair the damage as well as they were able and 

had walked the area and strimmed off the longer bits to maintain a 

consistent height and keep the hedge tidy.  It was considered that the 

stakes were no longer required as the hedge was well developed and they 

were needed to support the hedge only whilst it was young and 

developing.  The contractor felt that the grass would recover in time. 

 

Leicestershire County Council (as the owner of the grassed area) was 

notified of the incident and, since the grass was cut on behalf of the 

County Council, it was suggested that it was for LCC to determine whether 

the explanation provided by the contractor was satisfactory and the end of 

the matter.  LCC would sow grass seed in the spring if it was necessary 

although it was considered likely that the grass would by then have grown 

back.  The County Council had confirmed that it did not own the hedge. 

 

It was resolved that no further action would be taken. No Action 

15-11/19 PARKING ON FIELD CLOSE 

At its meeting in February 2019, the Parish Council considered an 

invitation from Waterloo Housing’s Area Development Manager to provide 

comments on a proposal to provide an additional parking area at Field 

Close (minute 08-02/19 refers). 

 

The Parish Council had resolved to:- 

 

• Express concerns as to the adequacy of the proposed parking 

provision given the number of parking spaces that will be lost when 

the garages at Weir Lane are demolished. 

 

• Indicate that marked bays were likely to improve parking density 

(i.e. maximise the number of spaces in Freer Close).  
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• Comment that the whole of the grassed area on the right side of 

the approach road to Houghton Field (shown on the plan as 

‘additional perpendicular car parking spaces for 2 no. cars to side 

of existing road’) should have a tarmac/hard surface to provide 

more parking. 

 

• Comment that works should be prioritised to be undertaken in 

advance of the demolition of the existing garages. 

 On 6 November 2019, Waterloo Housing provided an update. 

 

Waterloo Housing had instructed its architects to look into the matter of 

improving the current parking arrangement on Field Close. 

 

They had carried out some initial studies and looked at what improvements 

would be possible within the constraints of the area and within the remit of 

Waterloo Housing Group. 

 

Having carried out this exercise, its architects had concluded that although 

it would be technically possible to squeeze in a few more parking spaces 

with a re-design of what was currently in place, any such re-design would 

have to be agreed and instructed by the Leicestershire County Council's 

(LCC) Highways Team. 

 

This was because having carried out the appropriate checks it had been 

confirmed that the area of land occupied by the Field Close parking space 

was land adopted by LCC and maintained by its Highways Team at public 

expense. 

 

As a result of this, Waterloo Housing Group could not legally carry out any 

repair or alteration works on this land.  

 

A drawing had been provided by LCC which indicated the area under the 

management of the Highways Team. The only area excluded from this 

was the grassed area on the right side of the approach road to Houghton 

Field. 

  

Waterloo Housing Group was prepared to submit proposals to Harborough 

District Council for the provision of a hard standing area to provide parking 

for at least two cars in that area.  
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 It was resolved to Encourage Waterloo Housing to:- 

 

• Liaise with Leicestershire County Council with a view to providing 
additional car parking spaces on designated highway land in Field 
Close. 
 

• Provide parking spaces on the slabbed area at the top of Field 
Close which it is understand to be owned by Waterloo Housing. 
 

• Provide two car parking spaces on Weir Lane, on the grassed area 
on the right side of the approach road to Houghton Field.   Clerk 

 COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  

16-11/19 SUMMER SPORTS SCHEME 

The scheme had operated for two separate weeks in 2019, had been fully 

subscribed and had attracted positive feedback. 

 

There had been no cost to the Parish Council as a lottery grant had been 

awarded. 

 

It had been suggested that a similar scheme could operate in 2020 

although it would not be eligible for a new lottery grant as  these schemes 

were expected to gradually revert to self-funding once established.  The 

ideal venue for this event was the Village Hall, with the combination of 

facilities for outdoor/indoor play depending on weather conditions.  The  

village hall was already making bookings for Summer 2020 and there was 

therefore some urgency to determine whether the scheme would continue. 

 

Details had been discussed informally with Jack Hubbard from Finding 

Fitness Ltd. and the two separate weeks commencing on 27 July 2020 and 

17 August 2020 were considered to be suitable.  This provided families 

with a two-week break after the end of the school term and a further two-

week gap between the dates suggested. 

 

Estimated costs excluding VAT were:-  

 Finding Fitness charge – supply of leaders and 

management 

£3000 

 

 Village Hall hire charges £  450  

 Equipment (replacements from 2019) £  100  

 Total £3550  
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 As a lottery grant would not be awarded for 2020, alternatively funding 

sources needed to be explored. 

 

Based on 20 children participating each day for 10 days, the cost per child-

day was just under £18, excluding VAT.  Experience at Great Glen and 

Scraptoft, which had operated similar schemes with Finding Fitness, and 

were moving towards self-funding, was that requesting parents to pay 

£7.50 or £8 per day did not materially affect take-up of the scheme. 

 

A charge of £8 per day per child, would raise £1600. The Parish Council 

could then underwrite the scheme for the remaining £2000. 

  

 To recover all or part of this cost there were at least two options, namely:- 

 

a) There was a residual sum approaching £600 unspent in the Lottery 

grant for the scheme in 2019.  The lottery could be approached to 

hold this over to subsidise the scheme for 2020. 

 

b) The scheme was eligible to apply for funding from either or both of 

Sport England and Harborough community grants.  

 It was resolved:- 

 

• to support the running of a Summer Sports scheme for Summer 

2020 on the dates indicated in the report. 

 

• That the Parish Council would underwrite the scheme to a 

maximum of £2000. 

 

• That enquiries be made as to whether the residue from the 2019 

scheme of £591.78 could be used towards staging the 2020 event. Clerk 

 • To apply for grant-funding from Sport England and Harborough 

Community Grants. 

 

• To book Houghton Village Hall for two separate weeks 

commencing on 27 July 2020 and 17 August 2020. Cllr. IH 

17-11/19 VE DAY 

It was resolved:- 

 

• To agree in principle to hold an event in 2020. 

• That a detailed plan with costings would be submitted to the Parish 

Council meeting on 12 December 2019. Cllr. JS 
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 OTHER MATTERS  

18-11/19 CLERK’S REPORT 

The Clerk’s report was received and accepted. 

 

It was reported that Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local 

Councils (LRALC) had entered into a trial arrangement with Wellers 

Hedley’s solicitors for legal advice for an initial period of 3 months.  

Queries would continue to be placed via LRALC in the first instance and 

officers would then refer as necessary.  An initial telephone conversation 

with a qualified solicitor would then be followed by with an email detailing 

the advice given.  LRALC hoped that the extra layer to existing 

membership (at no extra cost) would be useful and if a success it would 

consider entering into a long-term arrangement.  The service was in 

addition to the existing NALC Legal service. No Action 

19-11/19 FINANCIAL MATTERS 

a) Invoices received and approval of payment. 

It was resolved to approve the payments detailed in the Schedule of 

Payments as circulated by the Clerk with the agenda and as itemised 

in Appendix 2. Clerk 

 b) Checks in accordance with Financial Regulation 2.2 

Cllr. J. Sharman reported that he had carried out the checks in 

accordance with Financial Regulation 2.2 as agreed at the Parish 

Council meeting on 12 September 2019 (minutes 21-09/19 a, c and 

d refer) and that there were no matters which required consideration 

by the Parish Council.  Declarations had been signed to confirm that 

he had checked bank statements for the quarter ended 30 

September 2019 and that they were consistent with the Quarterly 

Financial Check and approval had been provided for all items of 

expenditure. No Action 

 c) Community Grant Fund 

Following its meeting on 10 October 2019, information had been 

forwarded to local organisations (minute 07-10/19c refers) and there 

had been an expectation that feedback would follow.  That had not yet 

occurred and it was resolved to make information approaches to the 

various organisations which could benefit from potential grant funding. Cllr. IH 
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 d) 2020/21 precept 

It was resolved to:- 

 

• Hold a workshop in early January 2020 to consider detailed 

aspects.  

 • Defer consideration to the Parish Council’s meeting on 9 

January 2020. 

 

• Thank Houghton Village Hall for the additional information 

provided (minute 19-10/19d refers) and to indicate that it 

would be taken into consideration when the precept was 

determined at the Parish Council meeting on 9 January 2020. Clerk 

20-11/19 REPORTS FROM VILLAGE REPRESENTATIVES ON EXTERNAL 

BODIES 

It was reported that Cllrs. I. Hill, R. Hamilton, A. Sleath and H. Alves had 

attended the Annual Parish Liaison meeting which had been disappointing 

due to the format of the meeting although Houghton Field representatives 

had found it helpful. 

 

Cllr. A. Sleath reported on a meeting of Houghton Field Association which 

she had attended. 

 

Cllr. I. Hill reported on the Community Fayre which had taken place on 

Saturday 26 October 2019.  The attendance had been poor although those 

present felt that it had been useful and constructive and could be repeated 

in 2020. 

 

It was reported that the Remembrance Day arrangements had been 

satisfactory and Cllr. R. Hamilton was thanked for organising the event.  

Some aspects of the church service had been disappointing as children 

were permitted to play at the rear of the church which detracted from the 

seriousness of the occasion. No Action 
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21-11/19 ITEMS FOR INCLUSION IN THE AGENDA FOR 12 DECEMBER 2019 

The following items were agreed:- 

 

i)  Community Governance Review  

ii)  Community Projects. 

iii)  Grass cutting from April 2020 (press and public to be excluded in 

accordance with Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 

1960). 

iv)  Parish Forward Plan 

v)   Risk Management. 

vi)  Traffic and Parking. 

vii)  VE Day. 

viii)  Village Walk follow up. Clerk 

22-11/19 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting will be held on Thursday 12 December 2019, 

commencing at 7.30 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton. No Action 

The meeting closed at 9:13 p.m. 

 

............................................................................. 

Chairman 

12 December 2019 
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Appendix 1 
VILLAGE WALKS 
LEICESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
 

Chapel Close 1. Moss-covered footpaths at entrance from St 

Catharine’s Way, and on North side of road for most 

of length. Tarmac in poor condition and breaking up. 

(Photograph VW19-43 & 44) 

 

Chapel Close 

(Green) 

2. Enclosed green between Chapel Close and St. 

Catharine’s Way - Footpath surface poor where not 

recently replaced. Vegetation growing across the 

footpath. 

 

Chapel Close 

(Green) 

3. Enclosed green between Chapel Close and St. 

Catharine’s Way - Tree within green may need crown 

lift to remove low branches. (Photograph VW19- 

45,46,47) 

 

Charlotte’s Walk 4. Overgrowth of moss and weeds on footpath to fronts 

of houses. (Photograph VW19-25) 

 

Deane Gate Drive 5. Salt bin on the corner of Deane Gate Drive and 

Linwal Avenue is 2 /3 full and needs filling. 

 

Firs Road 6. Firs Road into Home Close Road - Poor footpath. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_50 4 of 4) 

 

Footpath Linwal 

Avenue to 

Uppingham Road 

7. Footpath:- • Weeds adjacent to footpath in the 

verges. • Overhanging branches from shrubs • At the 

end of the footpath where it meets Uppingham Road 

(Service road) a bush is encroaching on the pathway. 

 

Footpath Linwal 

Avenue to 

Uppingham Road 

8. Tree branch shading the light from lamp post.  

Forsell’s End 9. Footpaths generally have old tarmac breaking up. 

(Photographs VW19-30&31) 
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Freer Close 10. Footpaths:- 

• East side of junction with St. Catharine’s Way, 

Moss growth, slipping hazard. (Photograph 

VW19-27) 

• Outside nos. 3,4 - Footpath outside these houses 

very moss-covered. (Photograph VW19-29) 

 

Hollies Close 11. No. 9 - Poor pavement. (Photographs 

07_10_19_14_32 4 of 4) 

 

Ingarsby Lane 12. Pavement outside No. 23 & 21 - moss encroaching 

on to pavement will make it slippery. (Photographs 

IMG_8582/8583) 

 

Ingarsby Lane 13. Dangerous drop off on Ingarsby Lane where stream 

first crosses under the lane. The gullies along the 

side of the lane were filled, with what was thought to 

be mill waste, earlier in the year. It was known that 

the next time there were a few days of heavy rain it 

would be washed away. Outside of marked area 

although most likely within the parish boundary. 

Where foot shown on photograph, it is approximately 

25 cm drop-off and could cause an accident. 

(Photographs IMG-8609/8610) 

 

Linwal Avenue 14. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

• Outside no. 15 the road surface has sunk. 

• Outside no. 28 the footpath has sunk. 90cm x 

80cm x 2.5cm deep. 

 

Main Street 15. Entrance to Firs Close poor pavement surface. 

(photograph 3263) 

 

Main Street 16. Pavement adjacent to lamp post 3 – poor surface. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_22 1 of 5) 

 

Main Street 17. No. 30 - Poor pavement opposite. (Photograph 

07_10_19_14_32 2 of 4) 

 

Main Street 18. No.16 Main Street (The Rectory) – Pavement poor. 

(Photograph 07_10_19_14_32 3 of 4) 
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Main Street 19. Entrance to Old Black Horse public house car park - 

two loose kerbstones (marked with yellow paint 

crosses). (Photograph VW19-02 ) 

 

North Way 20. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

• Outside nos. 3,5 - Footpath in poor condition with 

small pothole. (Photograph VW19-40) 

• Broken kerbstones and a subsided street drain 

grating. (Photograph VW19-41) 

 

St. Catharine’s 

Way 

21. Footpath along east side of street. Surface breaking 

up along nearly all areas not already renewed. 

 

St. Catharine’s 

Way 

22. Little St Catharine’s Green (triangular verge on west 

side of St Catharine’s Way) - Large fallen branch left 

adjacent to bench. (Photograph VW19-39) 

 

Scotland Lane 23. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

• Outside no. 3 there is a hole in the middle of the 

road. 

• Outside no. 15A the road surface is broken up. 

• Outside no. 18 the road surface is broken up. 5cm 

deep. 

• Outside no. 19 the road surface is broken up. 

• Outside nos. 19-27 a number of the large raised 

kerbstones adjacent to the raised footpath are 

loose and/or have fallen over. 

• Outside the two blocks of St Catharine’s Terrace 

the road surface has broken up. 

• Outside no. 20 and at the top of the southern side 

of Scotland Lane there are a number of holes in 

the road surface. 

 

Scotland Lane 24. Salt bin is 2 /3 full and needs more filling.  

Scotland Lane 25. Outside no. 1 - There are weeds growing in the 

gutter. 
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Stretton Lane 26. Street Furniture:- 

• Traffic barrier on footpath at edge of road is bent. 

(Photograph VW19-14) 

• Footpath at west boundary of school - Wooden 

footpath sign illegible and rotting. (Photograph 

VW19-15) 

• Footpath to cricket field. Wooden gate rotting, 

hinges loose, possibly gatepost loose but 

obscured by ivy growth. (Photograph VW19-16) 

• At 20 mph limit, west side - Street light pole 

leaning, but not loose. (Photograph VW19-22) 

• At same corner, FP sign to Freer Close overgrown 

and dirty. (Photograph VW19-24) 

 

Stretton Lane 27. 20mph limit sign on east side of road obscured by 

vegetation. (Photograph VW19-21) 

 

Stretton Lane 28. Carriageway/Footpath:- 

• Loose kerbstone and adjacent sunken drain cover. 

(Photograph VW19-18) 

• South of 20mph limit, east side. Verge subsiding. 

(Photograph VW19-20) 

 

The Rise 29. Near no. 1 - There are weeds growing over the 

pavement and steps. This appears to be part of the 

public footpath. 

 

The Rise 30. Brick walls either side of The Rise (where it adjoins 

the north side of Scotland Lane) have severe frost 

damage to their tops and the bricks are crumbling. 

Some repairs have taken place (random blue bricks 

added) but more is needed to halt damage. 

 

Thomas Close 31. Weeds growing in road gutters.  

Thomas Close 32. Outside no. 3 - Weeds and small sapling growing in 

the middle of the pavement. 

 

Uppingham Road 33. Outside no. 3 - The road sign wood frame is rotten 

and the road sign with the road name (Uppingham 

Road) is loose. 

 

Uppingham Road 34. Outside no. 3 - The pavement has raised areas and 

loose gravel. 
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Uppingham Road 35. Beginning outside no. 41A and extending up past 

nos. 49 and 51 to the car sales (west of the Rose and 

Crown PH) - there is a storm drainage channel 

adjacent to the public footpath which appears to be 

part of the public highway. The drain outside no. 41A 

is blocked with soil and gravel and there is vegetation 

growing which blocks the channel outside nos. 49 

and 51. The channel is blocked by pebbles and 

gravel adjacent to the car sales. 

 

Uppingham Road 36. The (new) bus stop outside the Rose and Crown PH 

is covered in ivy and has vegetation growing behind 

from adjacent scrub land. It does not appear to be 

land owned by the Rose and Crown PH. Immediate 

attention is needed to remove the ivy before it 

becomes a real issue and the shelter cannot be used. 

 

Uppingham Road 37. Traffic lights still not commissioned and in use.  

Uppingham Road 38. Pedestrian crossing refuge (not the refuge with the 

new, not commissioned traffic lights, further east of 

this) keep left bollard has been knocked/fallen over. 

 

Uppingham Road 39. RHS of road heading towards Billesdon. Bad area of 

pavement opposite lamp post 50. (photograph 3256) 

 

Uppingham Road 40. LHS heading to Billesdon. Pavement and hedgerow 

very overgrown around bus stop opposite 87 

Uppingham Road. (photograph 3257) 

 

Uppingham Road 41. LHS heading to Billesdon. By the large green road 

sign, opposite to lamp post 38 there are three holes 

in the verge, some sort of iron works which should 

have had tops on but now don’t. (photographs 3258, 

3259. 3260) 

 

Uppingham Road 42. By lamp post 35. Hole in road with missing iron top. 

(reported previously). 

 

Uppingham Road 43. Verge between Main Street and Firs Road bushes 

obscuring Road signs. (Photograph 07_10_19_14_50 

3 of 4) 

 

Uppingham Road 44. North Side from No. 8 to No. 22 - Grass on verges 

has overgrown its edging and encroaching on to the 

path. (Photographs IMG_8590-4) 
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Uppingham Road 45. North Side No. 12 - Low hedge encroaching onto 

path. (Photograph IMG_8596) 

 

Uppingham Road 46. North side outside Hazelton’s site:- 

• Metal frame in verge (Photographs IMG_8597/8) 

• Barrier and cone left in verge (Photographs 

IMG_8600/8602-3) 

• Verges churned up (Photographs IMG-8604-5) 

 

Uppingham Road 47. Verge churned up and puddled. (Photograph 

IMG_8608) 

 

Weir Lane 48. No. 8 - Poor footpath. (Photographs 

07_10_19_14_35 1 of 2, 07_10_19_14_35 2 of 2) 

 

Winckley Close 49. Footpath on South side of road. Excessive moss on 

footpath. Old tarmac in poor condition and breaking 

up. (Photograph VW19-42 ) 

 

 
WESTERN POWER DISTRIBUTION 
 

Linwal Avenue 

(where it meets 

with Scotland 

Lane, next to the 

footpath leading to 

Uppingham Road) 

50. This still has temporary wire fencing alongside the 

footpath and there are visible exposed pipes in the 

area which are both unsightly and could be a 

temptation to children to try to get in. 

 

 
PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Main Street 51. Bench at bus stop - OK but will need recoating in 

2020 (Photograph VW19-09) 

 

St Catharine’s Way 

(north) 

52. Wooden seat (near Post Office) needs some 

varnish/oil treatment. 

 

St Catharine’s Way 53. Little St Catharine’s Green (triangular verge on west 

side of St Catharine’s. Way). Bench OK but will need 

recoating in 2020. 
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Uppingham Road 54. Village seats could all do with a clean and wood 

preservative application. (photograph 3261) 

 

 
SEVERN TRENT WATER 

 

Two blocks of St. 

Catharine’s 

Terrace 

55. Between the two blocks of St Catharine’s Terrace and 

adjacent to the old village pump, there is still some 

collected water. This became deep a few weeks ago 

after heavy rain and surface water drain was blocked 

and might then have been cleared. There is still 

standing water which runs downhill and there does 

not seem to be a drain at the bottom of the hill to 

remove it. The drain is halfway up the hill so does not 

remove the water until it has reached a depth. Many 

residents complained in early 2019 when the whole 

road was under water. 

 

 
WATERLOO HOUSING 

 

St Catharine’s 

Terrace 

56. Outside nos. 1-6 and no. 9 St Catharine’s Terrace 

(bottom of Scotland Lane, west side, where the road 

forms a U shape) bushes from the garden land are 

encroaching over the pavement. 

 

 
RESIDENTS’ RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Freer Close 57. No. 15 - Vegetation overhanging footpath. 

(Photograph VW19-28) 

 

Home Close Road 58. No. 4 - Overhanging hedge. (Photograph 

07_10_19_14_50 1 of 4) 

 

Main Street 59. No. 15 – Overhanging branches. (Photograph 

07_10_19_14_22 2 of 5) 

 

Main Street 60. No. 47 - Vegetation partially obstructing footpath. 

(Photograph VW19-03) 

 

Main Street 61. No. 49 - Vegetation partially obstructing footpath. 

(Photograph VW19-04) 

 



Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 
 

 

Main Street 62. Holly hedge outside nos. 10 and 12 Main Street 

protrudes over the property boundaries making it 

difficult for pedestrians to walk on the narrow 

pavement where a bus stop is situated outside no. 

10. (Photographs 07_10_19_14_22 3 of 5, 

07_10_19_14_22 4 of 5, 07_10_19_14_22 5 of 5) 

 

Main Street 63. No. 20 - Laurel obscuring post box. (Photograph 

07_10_19_14_32 1 of 4) 

 

Main Street 64. Old Rectory - Vegetation overgrowing wall and close 

to obscuring Z-bend sign. (Photograph VW19-13) 

 

St. Catharine’s 

Way 

65. No. 43 - Vegetation and tree overgrowing footpath. 

(Photograph VW19-33) 

 

St. Catharine’s 

Way 

66. No. 40 - Overhanging bush on to footpath. 

(Photograph VW19-38) 

 

Stretton Lane 67. No. 1a - At corner, by footpath to Freer Close. Hedge 

overhanging footpath. (Photograph VW19-23) 

 

Main Street 68. No. 57 – Hedges opposite No. 2 Stretton Lane could 

be trimmed back – critical point for traffic approaching 

bend at school. (Photograph VW19-19) 

 

Stretton Lane 69. No. 2 - Vegetation slightly overhanging path, at a 

point heavily used for access to school. (Photograph 

VW19-17) 

 

The Rise 70. Number 5 - Conifers are overhanging the footpath 

between the south side of Scotland Lane and The 

Rise, making it very dark and gloomy, especially in 

bad weather. 

 

Uppingham Road 71. Outside no. 9 (Whiteoaks) - Plants from the garden 

are encroaching on to the pavement. 

 

Uppingham Road 72. Outside no. 32 – Tree overhanging pathway 

(Photograph IMG_8587) 

 

Uppingham Road 73. Verge churned up and puddled. (Photograph 

IMG_8608) 

 

 



Houghton on the Hill Parish Council 
 

 

 
OPENREACH 

 

Main Street 74. No. 51a - BT telephone pole A1024 with broken 

support stay. Frayed end of wire tied back with cable 

ties as temporary. safety measure. Either repair stay 

or remove it. (Photograph VW19-05) 
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Appendix 2 

Schedule of Payments 

 

Nurture Landscapes Ltd. – Grounds Maintenance for October 2019 £ 196.00 

Attendance at LRALC Councillor training course on 16 September 

2019 (Minute 09-05/19 refers) 
£ 40.00 

Village Hall – Hire of club room for Emergency Plan meeting on 1 

August 2019 and Parish Council meeting on 19 September 2019 
£ 24.00 

Village Hall – Hire of Main Hall for Community Fayre on 26 October 

2019 
£ 50.00 

Cllr. R. Hamilton – Travel expenses for attendance at Marshal 

Information Session (minute 15-10/19 refers) 
£ 15.30 

Cllr. E.A. Sleath – Remembrance Day Flowers £ 25.00 

Cllr. I. Hill – Travel expenses for attendance at Annual Parish Event 

(minute 18-07/19b refers) and collecting and returning signs and road 

cones from and to Mountsorrel for Remembrance Day event (minute 

14-08/19c refers) 

£ 30.60 

 


