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MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL 

PARISH COUNCIL,HELD IN THE METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM,  

MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL,  

WEDNESDAY 16
th

 APRIL 2008, AT 8:00 P.M. 

 

 

 

PRESENT: 

 

                        Cllr. Mr. M. Stevenson (Chairman) 

                        Cllr. Mrs. A. Sharman (Vice Chairman)  

Cllr. Mrs. E. Bent 

Cllr. Mr. P. Duke 

Cllr. Mr. W. Scott 

Cllr. Mrs. S. Swann 

Ms A. M. Davies (Clerk) 

 

District Cllr. Mrs. Amanda Burrell 

County & District Cllr. Mr. Simon Galton 

                         

1. APOLOGIES 

Cllr. Mrs. Ann Sleath was out of the country when notification of this Extraordinary PC Meeting 

was given, apologies assumed and accepted. 

                   

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Declarations of interest were to be made when agenda items were being discussed and recorded 

accordingly. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THE 2
nd

 APRIL    

2008 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 2
nd

 April 2008 were confirmed and signed. 

 

4. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

Accounts presented for payment: 

James Coles & Sons (Nurseries) Ltd., 9 tree stakes                                                                    £42.30 

F. L. Clark, Volunteer Planting Team travel exps.(Claim form submitted)                                £16.80                                                           

J. D. Edmonds, Volunteer Planting Team travel exps.(Claim form submitted)                          £10.40     

D. T. McSweeney, Volunteer Planting Team travel exps.(Claim form submitted)                    £  4.80        

F. Wall-Bray, Tree Warden travel exps.(Claim form submitted)                                                £16.80 

 

 It was RESOLVED that all accounts presented for payment 16/04/08 be paid in full. 

 

5. CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Letter from Thurnby and Bushby PC asking if Houghton PC wish to join Thurnby and Bushby 

PC, plus any other local PCs that may be interested, in requesting HDC to arrange a parish poll 

asking the electors: 

“Are you in favour of the proposed Eco Town centred on Leicester Airport at Stoughton?” 

Estimated cost per parish is £1,125.00 plus hiring of polling premises if applicable. 

 

Council agreed to decline this invitation and agreed that should a poll be necessary the PC would 

make its own internal arrangements.  

The Clerk was instructed to notify Thurnby and Bushby PC accordingly. 
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6. ECO TOWN 

The Chairman welcomed District Cllr. Mrs. Amanda Burrell and County & District Cllr. Mr. Simon 

Galton and then temporarily adjourned the meeting.  

 

County & District Cllr. Mr. Simon Galton gave a public address of clarification and information in 

reference to Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town having been included in the Government’s first short 

list of proposed Eco Towns. This was followed by answering questions put by members of the 

public and the Council. 

 

Having thanked County & District Cllr. Mr. Simon Galton for his attendance and report, the 

Chairman re-opened the formal PC Meeting.   

 

Cllr. Mrs. Eileen Bent updated the Council on Eco Town events and gave an extensive report on the 

CASCET Committee Meeting of 10
th

 April 2008. (Minutes of the CASCET Committee Meeting 

10/04/08 are filed with Council’s records.) The next CASCET Meetings are 21
st
 April & 28

th
 April 

– Great Glen Parish Office starting at 7.30pm. 

 

The first public consultation phase ends on the 30 June.  The second phase will start shortly after 

and will be on the details of the project, when these are released. “Process for Consultation on Eco 

Town” is on the agenda for the Have Your Say Meeting on 22
nd

 April in Tugby Village Centre. 

Pending the synchronisation of a date for the availability of CASCET Road Show and Houghton 

Village Hall, Council approved a CASCET Road Show event in the Village Hall. Cllr. Mrs. Ann 

Sharman offered to establish which dates are still available for Village Hall bookings. 

  

Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town having been included in the Government’s first shortlist:  

Opposition legal services and specialist consultancy fees are estimated at £50,000.00  

Should the application go to Appeal these fees are estimated at £250,000.00  

CASCET funds currently stand at £2,007.98. 

 

A copy of “Houghton PC Financial Statement 2007/08” and a spreadsheet of “Budget 2008/09” had 

been distributed to all Councillors in the Meeting Pack 16/04/08. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that the resolution recorded in the Minutes 09/01/08, No. 7.Eco Town, 

that future expenditure incurred in connection with the proposed local Eco Town be 

approved in principle, funded from reserves and coded to S.137 be amended to: That future 

expenditure incurred in connection with the proposed local Eco Town be approved in 

principle and coded to S.137. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that Houghton Parish Council is opposed to the proposed 
Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town and fully supportive of CASCET. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that Houghton Parish Council contribution to the CASCET Fighting 

Fund, to be used in the pursuance of opposition to Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town, be 

approved and be coded to S. 137.  

 

 It was RESOLVED that the contingency funds, £1,300.00, of the 2008/09 Budget, be 

transferred to S.137 and be expended as contribution to the CASCET Fighting Fund, to 

be used in the pursuance of opposition to Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town.  

 

 It was RESOLVED that £2,500.00 of the £3,500.00 Parish Plan Budget 2008/09 for the 

Tree planting Scheme be transferred to S.137 and be expended as contribution to 

CASCET Fighting Fund, to be used in the pursuance of opposition to Pennbury/Stoughton 

Eco Town.  
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 It was RESOLVED that £100.00 of the £400.00 PC Grant 2008/09 to Houghton 

Methodist Church Community Room be transferred to S.137 to be expended as 

contribution to CASCET Fighting Fund, to be used in the pursuance of opposition to 

Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town. 
 

 It was RESOLVED that £100.00 of the £115.00, no longer required for the emptying of 

two additional litter bins funded under “Village Maintenance & Services” in the Budget 

2008/09, be transferred to S.137 to be expended as contribution to CASCET  Fighting 

Fund, to be used in the pursuance of opposition to Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town, and that 

the £15.00 balance be transferred to Budget 2008/09 “Contingencies”. 
 

These resolutions make £4,000.00 available for CASCET funding, coded to S.137.  

(Copies of “Revised S.137 2008/09” and “Revised Budget 2008/09” are filed with these Minutes.) 

 

Prior to the release of any contribution to CASCET, the Clerk advised that CASCET be provided 

with a copy of “The Council’s Policy on Grants” and that CASCET be requested to give written 

acknowledgement and confirmation that:  

 

1. CASCET is in receipt of a copy of “Houghton on the Hill Parish Council Policy on Grants”. 

 

2. The Parish Council grant is to be used for the funding of the specific purpose stipulated by 

the Parish Council, i.e. contribution towards the CASCET Fighting Fund, to be used in the 

pursuance of opposition to Pennbury/Stoughton Eco Town. 

 

3. The Parish Council will have sight of fully audited CASCET accounts for 2008/09, giving 

clear documented evidence that the expenditure of the PC grant was made for the funding of 

the specific purpose stipulated by the Parish Council.  

 

4. In the unlikely event that the PC Grant is not needed for the specific purpose stipulated by 

the PC, the grant will be refunded to Houghton Parish Council. 

  

 It was RESOLVED that, pending receipt of written acknowledgement and confirmation 

from CASCET of receipt of “Houghton PC Policy on Grants” and agreed compliance 

with the specific PC stipulated conditions, £4,000.00 coded to S.137 be released to 

CASCET as contribution to CASCET Fighting Fund. 

The Clerk was instructed to notify CASCET accordingly. 

 

Although the submission deadline for the May Edition of the Houghton News has just expired, 

Council agreed that, if still possible, a short statement of Council’s decisions be submitted to 

Houghton News for the May Edition - details to follow in the June Edition. 

 

7. TREE PLANTING SCHEME 

The Chairman temporarily adjourned the meeting enabling Mrs. Francesca Wall-Bray, Houghton’s 

Tree Warden, to give a short verbal report on Village Tree Maintenance. 

 
The Chairman thanked Mrs. Wall-Bray for her report and re-opened the formal meeting. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that Phase 3 of the Village Tree Planting Scheme be put on hold and 

that a Village Tree Maintenance Program, capped at £1,000.00 net of VAT for the 

financial year 2008/09, be approved. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that James Coles & Sons Nurseries Ltd. continues to be approved best 

value supplier of nursery supplies and related materials. 
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 It was RESOLVED that travel expenses incurred, on behalf of the village, by the unpaid 

Volunteer Tree Maintenance Team be approved and reimbursed governed by the same 

criteria as those resolved for the unpaid Volunteer Tree Planting Team. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that daily sustenance for the unpaid Volunteer Tree Maintenance 

Team, be approved and reimbursed governed by the same criteria as those resolved for the 

unpaid Volunteer Tree Planting Team. 

 

 It was RESOLVED that all tree maintenance expenditure, including Volunteer 

Maintenance Team travel expenses and daily sustenance, be included in the £1,000.00 

provided for the Village Tree Maintenance Program 2008/09.  

 

 It was RESOLVED that no tree maintenance work be undertaken without the prior 

approval of the Parish Council. 

 

 

 

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 9:15 pm. 

 

 

 

 

SIGNED………………………………………………………………………. 

CHAIRMAN 

 

DATE………………………………………………………………………….. 


