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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL PARISH COUNCIL  

HELD IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM,  

VILLAGE HALL, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL, 

 MONDAY 19th MARCH 2007, AT 7.30 P.M. 

 
PRESENT: 

Cllr. Mr. M. Stevenson (Chairman) 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Nunan 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Sharman 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Sleath 

Ms A. M. Davies (Clerk) 

 
1. APOLOGIES 

The Clerk had not received any apologies from any Councillor.  

Cllr. Mr. S. Blackwell and Cllr. Mr. R. Davis were not in attendance. 

 

2. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 

Declarations of interest were to be made when agenda items were being discussed and recorded 

accordingly. 

 

3. MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THE 7
th

 MARCH 

2007 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the 7
th

 March 2007 were confirmed and signed. 

 
4. TREE PLANTING SCHEME 

The Chairman informed the Council that, as requested at the last PC Meeting, Houghton’s Tree 

Warden, Mrs. Francesca Wall-Bray, has presented the Council with detailed proposals for two 

further planting sites which could be undertaken before the end of the planting season. All 

Councillors and the Clerk have had sight of these proposals. The Clerk was asked to confirm the 

situation. 

 

The Clerk reported that all necessary written permissions and utility clearances have been received 

for the additional proposed sites to be considered as part of the Supplement to Phase1 of the Village 

Tree Planting Scheme.   

These proposed planting sites are the LCC verges on the A47 slip road either side of Dean Gate (in 

front of Nos.1-17 Uppingham Road) and the edging of the allotment gardens along the inside of the 

hedge adjacent to theA47. Residents in the immediate vicinity of the proposed sites are supportive 

of the planting. Verbal notification to residents was given not as a necessity but as a matter of 

public relations protocol. Houghton’s Gardeners’ Club is also supportive of the proposed planting 

on the allotment side of the hedge adjacent to the A47. The Council is in possession of the number, 

species and cost of trees proposed for each proposed planting site.  

The clerk also reported that, should the Council decide to approve the proposed sites, expenditure 

on these sites would still remain well within the current financial year’s Tree Planting Scheme 

budget. Expenditure against the budget is calculated NET of VAT not plus VAT. Consequently the 

Council are within the current financial year’s budget for the Tree planting Scheme by more than 

£900.00.  

 

The Chairman temporarily closed the meeting so that Mrs. Francesca Wall-Bray, Houghton’s Tree 

Warden, could give her verbal report in support of the written report which she had already 

submitted on the proposed sites. This was to ensure that the Council would be well informed and 

totally up to date with the planting proposals. 

  

Mrs. Francesca Wall-Bray gave her report and answered any questions put by the Council. 
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The Chairman thanked Mrs. Wall-Bray for her very helpful report and then re-opened the Meeting. 

 

After some discussion, taking into account both the Clerk’s and the tree Warden’s reports:   

 

 It was RESOLVED that the proposed planting site on the LCC verge on the A47 slip road 

in front of Nos.1& 3 Uppingham Road be approved as part of the Supplement to Phase 1 

of the Village Tree Planting Scheme. 

(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 

 

 It was RESOLVED that the proposed planting site on the LCC verge on the A47 slip road 

behind the bus shelter and in front of Nos. 5 -17 Uppingham Road be approved as part of 

the Supplement to Phase 1 of the Village Tree Planting Scheme. 

(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 

 

 It was RESOLVED that the proposed planting site edging the allotment gardens along the 

inside of the hedge adjacent to theA47 be approved as part of the Supplement to Phase 1 

of the Village Tree Planting Scheme. 

(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 

 

The Tree Warden had advised the Council that there may be slight fluctuation in any estimates 

depending on circumstances presented on the planting days. Having approved James Coles & Sons 

Nurseries Ltd. as best value suppliers for Phase1 of the Tree Planting Scheme and being completely 

satisfied with the service provided (free delivery and, being local, the facility to effect last minute 

changes including replacement trees on the day of planting and/or last minute changes necessitated 

by the nature of tree planting work) based on the estimates submitted in EXHIBIT B giving an 

estimated total expenditure of £520.00 NET of VAT / £611 including VAT:   

 

 It was RESOLVED that the estimates submitted by James Coles & Sons Nurseries Ltd. 

continue to be approved as best value for the Supplement to Phase 1 of the Village Tree 

Planting Scheme. 

(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 

 

 It was RESOLVED that the expenditure for the planting sites comprising the Supplement 

to Phase1 of the Tree Planting Scheme be included in the 2006/07 accounts. 

(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 
Clerk’s note: This resolution was passed so that two Councillors, as per Standing Orders, will be able to sign the 

cheque for the invoice to be presented by James Coles & Sons Nurseries before the next PC Meeting 4
th

 April 2007. The 

expenditure can then be recorded in the current financial year’s accounts. The cheque will be approved by resolution at 

the 4
th

 April PC Meeting. 

 

The Clerk was instructed to order the approved nursery supplies from James Coles and Sons 

Nurseries Ltd. 

 

The Chairman suggested that the Council might wish to provide food and refreshments for the 

volunteer labour team, comprised completely of Houghton villagers who have willingly and free of 

charge given their time and effort on behalf of the village throughout the tree planting schedule. The 

planting on the newly approved sites is scheduled to be completed by this same labour team who 

will be giving the village two more days of free labour. 

 

After some discussion:           

 It was RESOLVED that invoices (capped at a total of £80.00 per day) to be presented for 

the payment of sustenance and refreshments during the two days work by the free 

volunteer tree planting team, comprised totally of parishioners willing to plant trees 

which are part of the Village Tree Planting Scheme, be settled in full. 
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(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 

 

5. CONTRACT MOWING 

The Clerk reported that the mowing contractors, Serviceteam, who have been engaged to do the 

Council’s mowing for several years have confirmed that they will freeze their prices to the Council 

for one year. 

 It was RESOLVED that the contract with Serviceteam, contract mowing, be renewed for 

one year. 

(The vote was unanimous from all those present) 

 

6. PARKING OUTSIDE THE CO – OP 

The Chairman, Cllr. M. Stevenson, had received a letter from a parishioner whose coat had been 

torn as a result of having to navigate the restricted space between a car parked partially on the 

pavement and the holly hedge of the property fronting this space. The hedge is well kept and the 

problem is the result of cars parking on the pavement when other acceptable parking locations are 

not available outside the Village Co-op in Main Street. Pavement parking in this area was 

acknowledged by the Council as being a recognised and ongoing problem. 

The Clerk was instructed to contact Highways in the hope that the installation of wooden guard 

posts, which have proved to be effective in similarly affected areas in Main Street, might also be 

considered as a possible solution to the problem in this area.  

 

7. CORRESPONDENCE 

The Clerk reported: 

A letter had been received highlighting the untidy state of some hedging along Main Street from the 

Village Hall leading to St. Catharine’s Way. The untidy state of the area between St. Catharine’s 

Way and Charlottes Walk was also mentioned. The parishioner feels this is not the sign of a well- 

kept village. The Clerk has notified the Tree Warden who is aware of the situation and has already 

brought the matter to the attention of LCC and Highways. The Tree Warden has also noted this area 

for attention in the near future. 

 

The Clerk was asked to reply to the concerned parishioner thanking him for his interest in the 

village and assuring him that his concerns would be addressed. 

 

The Clerk also informed the Council that there had been extensive email communication between 

the Clerk, on behalf of the Council, the Council’s Internal Auditor and the treasurer of the HFA.  

The treasurer of the HFA has now confirmed in writing that a cheque for the 2004/5 grant to the 

HFA was in fact issued by the Council, presented at the Council’s bank and subsequently recorded 

in the HFA’s accounts.  

 

8. VILLAGE SEATING 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Sleath reported that the entire village had been circulated with information leaflets 

giving the Council’s proposals for both the location of village seating and any potential future tree 

planting sites, this leaflet also included the list of planting sites completed in Phase1 of the Village 

Tree Planting Scheme.   

Over 600 leaflets had been distributed and one reply comment has been received. This was from a 

parishioner who approved the village tree planting scheme, expressed his dissatisfaction with the 

existing seat on St. Catharine’s Way (a seat which had been located by the work team from HDC in 

2004 at a location other than that which had been specified by the Council) but mainly offering 

comprehensive suggestions on the re-routing roads around the village. 

 

This was the only letter received in response to the 600 + which had been distributed by the Council 

 

After some discussion: 
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 It was RESOLVED that the standard disclaimer form, required by LCC prior to the 

granting of license to install the proposed village seats on LCC verges, be submitted.  

(Carried by majority vote) 

 

 

9. PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
A revised planning application had been received for 1, Forsells End. This is a revision of Planning 

Application 06/01534/FUL.  

Permission was granted for the original application, 06/01534/FUL, on 14
th

 Dec. 2006.  This was 

for the erection of a single storey front and side extension 

The present application, 07/00253/FUL is for the erection of a single storey front and side extension 

and chimney to end gable.  

 

The Council was already familiar with this site, having conducted a site visit in respect of the 

original application last year. After some discussion the Council decided to record “no comment” in 

respect of this revised application.  

 

The Clerk was instructed to notify HDC Development Control Team of the Council’s decision. 

  

 

 

There being no further business to transact the meeting was closed at 20:50 pm. 

 

 

SIGNED………………………………………………………………………. 

CHAIRMAN 

 

 

DATE…………………………………………………………. 

 


