Houghton on the Hill Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE EXTRAORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD
IN THE VILLAGE HALL MEETING ROOM, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON
THE HILL, ON WEDNESDAY 19th NOVEMBER 2025, AT 7.15 PM.

PRESENT:

Members: CllIr. I. Hill (Chairman), Clir. R. Hamilton, Clir. A. Sleath, ClIr. R. Roberts, ClIr. S.
Pegg, Clir. D. Tull.

Clerk: S. Derry

Members of the Public: Ten members of the public were in attendance at the
commencement of the meeting including County/District Councillor Simon Galton.

20-11/25 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None was received.

21-11/25 NOTIFICATION OF DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None was received.

22-11/25 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD
ON 13 NOVEMBER 2025
It was resolved that the minutes be confirmed.

23-11/25 NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The inquiry into the appeal against refusal of planning permission in respect of
land adjacent to Firs Road was adjourned on 7 November 2025 on account of
the examiner’s report for the Houghton on the Hill Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) becoming available.

Following Harborough District Council’s inspection and resultant editing of the
report, the final copy had been published and the Parish Council needed to
consider its response. The following options were apparent:-

e Resolve to advise Harborough District Council (HDC) that the Parish
Council accepted all of the examiner's recommendations and to request
HDC to set up the referendum as soon as possible.

¢ Resolve to advise HDC that the Parish Council was not prepared to accept
the examiner’s recommendations. From advice received from HDC’s
Neighbourhood and Green Spaces Officer, Gary Kirk — Planning
Consultant and Celia Reynolds — Parish Council’s Barrister, HDC could
ignore the Parish Council’'s comments and accept the examiner’s version
of the NDP (which it now 'owned’) and proceed. HDC was generally
reluctant to follow this option as it still had to hold a community referendum
and support for the plan in this situation would be questionable.

e Resolve to launch a 'legal challenge' to the examiner’s report on the NDP
(a Judicial Review). Strict time limits, which could be past or closed,
applied and the process was also likely to be expensive.
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o Resolve to withdraw the NDP. In this case the parish would not have any
of the protection of a NDP.

It was noted that HDC could not make arrangements for a referendum on the
plan until any modifications recommended in the examiner’s report had been
agreed. After that, the referendum copy of the NDP would be published,
followed by a clear break of 56 working days during which time the referendum
would be advertised before it took place. The Parish Council awaited further
information from HDC in respect of when this would be.

It was resolved to accept the examiner’s report.

Residents’ comments including those of County/District Councillor Simon
Galton were taken into account during intermittent public participation breaks.

The Parish Council appreciated that a completed NDP offered other important
advantages apart from allocation of development sites such as:

o The Area of Separation between Houghton and neighbouring Bushby,
¢ Defining the size and type of housing the parish wanted to be built.

e Strengthening the defence in the ongoing Planning Appeal.

OTHER MATTERS

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be held on Thursday 11 December 2025, commencing at
7.00 p.m. in the Methodist Church Schoolroom, Houghton.

The meeting closed at 7:55 p.m.
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