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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL, 

MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON THE HILL,  

ON THURSDAY 28th APRIL 2016, AT 7.30 PM 

 

PRESENT:   

 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. A. Sleath (in the chair) 

Mr. S. Derry - Clerk to the Parish Council 

45 parishioners including guest speakers County and District Councillor Simon Galton, Ian 

Hill, Chairman – Houghton Neighbourhood Planning Working Party, John Preston. 

Project Delivery Officer – Rural Community Council and Tess Nelson – Harborough 

District Council Principal Planning Officer – Strategic Planning. 

. 

 

 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received from resident Huw Francis.  

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 

ON 30 MAY 2015 

The minutes were confirmed and duly signed by the Chairman.  

3. CHAIRMAN’S OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR 2015/16 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked her fellow 

Councillors for their contributions during the year.  She also thanked Steve 

Derry, Clerk to the Parish Council, for his hard work and unstinting help and 

support.  She expressed particular thanks to Ian Hill without whom she firmly 

believed the parish would not be on the way to having a Neighbourhood Plan.  

He had been ably assisted by residents John Siddons and Mike Hearn and other 

working party members. 

 

The Chairman explained that 2015 had been an election year and the Parish 

Council had lost some notable members.  Chairman Huw Francis, who had 

worked extremely hard throughout his three year period of office as Chairman, 

stood down in addition to Councillors Paul Hart and Hazel McSweeney.  

Councillors Hill, Joyce, Hopkinson and Sharman joined and, for a while, brought 

the number of Councillors up to the full complement of seven.  Councillor 

Sharman later stood down. 

 

The year had been dominated by preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan and 

consideration of several major planning applications.  By May 2015 work had 

already started on the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan including 

negotiations with neighbouring Hungarton Parish Council to change the Parish 

Boundary as land north of the A47 was in Hungarton Parish and, if developed, 

was likely impact on Houghton rather than Hungarton.  Work had continued on 
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the plan during the year and a grant of £4700 had enabled the Rural Community 

Council to be engaged as consultants. 

 

The traditional red telephone box near to the Village Hall in Main Street was 

purchased and decommissioned.  Despite requests to the public for suggestions 

for future uses, none had yet been forthcoming.  

 

Seven potential ‘assets of community value’ were nominated and later agreed.  

These would remain on the community assets register for five years which 

meant that they could not be sold without the owner notifying Harborough 

District Council   at which point a moratorium would be imposed allowing the 

Parish Council six weeks in which to consult and decide whether to proceed to 

purchase.  

 

An Extraordinary Parish Council meeting in August heard residents’ views on a 

proposal by the Co-op group for the erection of up to 32 dwellings on land north 

of Stretton Lane.  The meeting was attended by 50 people and many objections 

to the proposal were made.  In September objections were formulated taking 

residents’ views into account.  Harborough District Council refused permission to 

which the Co-op group appealed.  The Parish Council again appointed a 

consultant to assist with its response to the appeal which was also refused. 

 

In October a Local Plan drop-in session was held and villagers were able to see 

the nine options for varying numbers of new homes in areas across the district. 

Many residents responded to the online consultation. 

 

The Annual Village Walk took place with Councillors looking out for problems 

with roads, pavements, road signs, seating, litter bins etc. with the findings being 

reported to the responsible body. 

 

The Parish Council was approached about a possible development at Winckley 

Close and William Davis held a public exhibition to show residents its proposals.  

This culminated in an outline planning application for a residential development 

of up to 71 dwellings.  In January 57 residents attended an Extraordinary Parish 

Council during which residents were invited to express their views about the 

proposed development.  The Parish Council appointed two planning consultants 

to assist in its consultee response and at February’s meeting the Parish Council 

resolved to object to the proposals. 

 

Setting the annual precept was more difficult than in previous years due to the 

continued competing demands on finances.  A precept of £24,021 was agreed 

although the budget was £36,240 which necessitated over £10,000 being taken 

from reserves.  The unusually high costs were due to the possible need to 

employ consultants, the Neighbourhood plan and environmental maintenance.   

The annual increase to residents was £4.81 for a band D property. 

 

Favourable comments about grass cutting at the Church, Village Hall and 
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Houghton Field had been received and the Parish Council was pleased to be 

able to again appoint Nurture Landscapes to continue in 2016. 

 

Urban grass cutting, which had been carried out by Turney Landscapes as part 

of a consortium arrangement with the neighbouring parishes of Thurnby and 

Bushby, Scraptoft and Stoughton, had also attracted favourable comments.  The 

County Council had decided that the number of cuts was to be increased from 

five to six in 2016. 

 

Councillors had met with Harborough District Council officers to seek clarification 

on section 106 issues particularly relating to the Davidson Development on land 

north of the A47.  Village organisations had been advised to consider possible 

needs for funding. 

4. INVITED SPEAKER: COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR SIMON 

GALTON 

Simon explained that three Local Plan events had taken place at Scraptoft, 

Thurnby and Houghton on the Hill.  Progress towards the adoption of a Local 

Plan was important as, without it, there would be a presumption in favour of 

sustainable development’ for house builders that submit plans to build new 

homes.  He provided the following summary of the nine housing and 

employment options which were consulted on in September and October 2015:- 

 

• Set A: Variations on the current distribution strategy 

 

– OPTION 1: RURAL – An enhanced rural focus. 

– OPTION 2: CORE STRATEGY DISTRIBUTION 

– OPTION 3: URBAN - An enhanced urban focus. 

• Set B: Options with 1 Strategic Development Area 

 

– OPTION 4: SCRAPTOFT / THURNBY SDA 

– OPTION 5: KIBWORTH  

– OPTION 6: LUTTERWORTH SDA  

•  Set C: Options with 2 Strategic Development Areas 

 

– OPTION 7: SCRAPTOFT / THURNBY SDA AND KIBWORTH 

SDA  

– OPTION 8 SCRAPTOFT / THURNBY SDA AND 

LUTTERWORTH SDA  

– OPTION 9: LUTTERWORTH SDA AND KIBWORTH SDA 

 

SDA = Strategic Development Area 

 

Each one, he explained, had a varying impact on Houghton, i.e. number of 

homes being built, although there were other issues to be balanced against 

these.  Consultation, although important, was not the only determinant in 
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deciding options. 

 

 Outline planning permission had been granted in respect of the application by 

Davidsons Developments Ltd. for the erection of up to 70 dwellings on land off 

Uppingham Road.  The applicant would enter into a section 106 agreement 

which would include contributions towards primary and secondary education 

facilities although there would be no need for off-site recreation payments.  The 

proposal also provided for highway improvements along Uppingham Road 

including a signalled crossing near to Deane Gate Drive.  The proposal included 

affordable units. 

 

 A decision on school age ranges was likely to be made around the end of May 

2016 and would require year 6 pupils to remain at Houghton for a further year.  

Changes would affect school transport and would be provided at no charge only 

to the nearest school, i.e. Manor High School. 

 

 From 4 April 2016 Harborough District Council had introduced an annual £40 

subscription fee for using the green bin garden waste collection service.  Over 

13,000 residents had signed up to the new scheme and this would produce an 

income of around £½m.  The new arrangements had become necessary 

following the withdrawal of recycling credits.  It was regrettable that the £40 

standard charge did not take account of household sizes or dwellings occupied 

by OAPs. 

 

 Leicestershire County Council had, from April 2016, introduced charges at its 

household waste sites for such items as hardcore, rubble and soil.  There was 

already evidence that fly-tipping was increasing which would cause additional 

expenditure for the District Council. 

 

5. INVITED SPEAKER: TESS NELSON – HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL 

PRINCIPAL PLANNING OFFICER – STRATEGIC PLANNING 

Tess provided an update on the Harborough Local Plan.  She explained that the 

Local Plan was at the heart of the planning system and would show what was 

intended to happen in Harborough to 2031, where and when this would occur 

and how it would be delivered.  The Local Plan, which would need reviewing at 

approximately five year intervals, would also show, for at least the first 5 years, 

what infrastructure was required and who was going to fund and provide it.  The 

new plan would update the Core Strategy to 2031, be based on up-to-date 

evidence, be compliant with national policy, would demonstrate how Harborough 

District Council had co-operated with others and would partner Neighbourhood 

Plans.  The options consultation had taken place during September and October 

2015 and the resultant report had been made available.  Nine options (including 

Strategic Development Areas) were being assessed and a report recommending 

a reduced number of options for further testing was due to be presented to the 

executive on 9 May 2016 with a preferred option being selected in summer 
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2016. 

 

Houghton’s Landscape Character Assessment had been made available online 

and the Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) would be 

published in the summer of 2016.  There was a need for flexibility in housing 

provision and there were implications for the Local Plan and Neighbourhood 

Plan.  In essence the flexibility was necessary following legal advice and was 

necessary to ensure a ‘buffer’ provision of housing above the levels that would 

otherwise be included in the Local Plan. 

 

Tess outlined the following timetable leading to adoption of the Local Plan: 

 

• November 2015 to September 2016: options assessment and plan 

writing  

• October 2016: Council approval of pre-submission Local Plan  

• November 2016 to December 2016: consultation on publication pre-

submission Local Plan  

• March 2017: submission to Secretary of State for examination    

• June 2017: examination hearing (Dependent on Planning Inspectorate)  

• October 2017: inspector’s report  

• November 2017: adoption 
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6. INVITED SPEAKER: JOHN PRESTON, PROJECT DELIVERY OFFICER – 

RURAL COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

John explained that the Rural Community Council had a key role to play in 

providing support for groups considering adoption of Neighbourhood Plans and 

provided a progress report, the principal features of which were:- 

STEP 1 – Initial Project Publicity 

This stage was now complete. 

 
STEP 2 - Evidence Base 

All existing information relating to the parish had been collated to form a profile 

of the designated area.  New policies would also be taken into account in 

determining the final plan. 

 
STEP 3 – Houghton Questionnaire 

There had been an excellent turnaround of questionnaires and the decision to 

hand deliver them had been fully justified and was better than conducting the 

exercise online. 

 
STEP 4 – Houghton Youth Questionnaire 

These had been useful in considering a different perspective. 

 
STEP 5 - Stakeholder Meeting 

Meetings to inform and consult key stakeholders including service providers, 

businesses and community groups had been important in ensuring the 

involvement of stakeholders in shaping ideas for the future. 

 
STEP 6 – Production of Draft Neighbourhood Plan 

This was a significant undertaking and would ensure that policies were evidence 

based. 

 
STEP 7 – Pre-Submission Consultation 

The six week period would ensure that everyone would be informed of the 

existence of the draft plan and would be afforded the opportunity to respond.  A 

consultation statement would follow which would summarise issues and 

demonstrate how they had been incorporated into policies. 

 
STEP 8 – Harborough District Council 

Similarly, the district council would also have six weeks in which to respond. 
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 STEP 9 – Independent Examination 

Following the examination there would be opportunity to make further changes. 

 
STEP 10 –Referendum 

If there was a successful outcome, the plan would then be ‘made’. 

 

7. INVITED SPEAKER: IAN HILL – CHAIRMAN, HOUGHTON 

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING WORKING PARTY 

Ian summarised some key statistics from the consultation questionnaire, 

namely:- 

• 630 Questionnaires delivered to occupied dwellings within the 
Neighbourhood Plan area 

• 423 completed returns (68%) 

• Plus 59 completed returns of the young persons' questionnaire (also 
consultation via Houghton School) 

• Results represented the views of over 800 people from a population of just 
over 1500 

 

He explained that the stakeholder consultation had taken place in April 2016. 

Graphs had been prepared to illustrate certain aspects of the questionnaires, 

namely:- 

• Anticipated need for type of dwelling 10 years hence  

• Types of new dwellings people feel are needed in Houghton 

• Where people prefer development to take place 

• Road safety – how to improve 

• Green spaces used and valued 

• Adequacy of community facilities for our expanding village 

• Renewable energy 

 

Thanks were expressed to John Siddons and Mike Hearn for their invaluable 

work on the questionnaire. 

 

The first draft plan would be produced in May 2016 and would contain policies 

for land use, building and environment.  Public consultation was timetabled for 

June and July 2016 and in July the plan would be submitted to Harborough 

District Council (HDC).  In August and September HDC would carry out an 

assessment and would provide feedback in October 2016 following which the 

plan would be submitted to the Independent Assessor.  In January 2017 a 

response would be prepared to the assessor’s findings and a referendum, to be 

conducted in February 2017, would be arranged leading to adoption of the plan. 
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8. FUTURE DEVELOPMENTS IN HOUGHTON 

The invited speakers responded to several questions principally concerned with 
the scale of new house building. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.23 p.m. 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Chairman 

25 April 2017 

 

 


