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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD IN HOUGHTON VILLAGE 

HALL, MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON ON THE HILL, 

ON THURSDAY 28TH APRIL 2022, AT 7.30 PM 

 

PRESENT:   

 

Parish Council Chairman Cllr. I. Hill (in the chair) 

57 parishioners including guest speakers Simon Galton (County and District Councillor), 

Matthew Bills (HDC Neighbourhood and Green Spaces Officer), Helen Chadwick (HDC 

Environment Coordinator), Graham Warwick (Houghton Field Association Trustee) and 

Parish Councillors Kiran Chaggar, Rosemary Hamilton, Simon Page, Simon Pegg and 

Richard Roberts. 

 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllr. Ann Sleath.  

2. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD 

ON 3rd  APRIL 2019 

The minutes were confirmed and signed by the Chairman.  

3. CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME 

The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting including the four guest 

speakers. He noted the cancellation of meetings in 2020 and 2021 due to Covid 

restrictions and expressed satisfaction amongst speakers and audience in 

having a well-attended public meeting. 

 

4. CHAIRMAN’S OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR 2021/22 

The Parish Council normally met on the second Thursday of each month.  In 

addition, Councillors had attended training sessions and meetings at 

Leicestershire County Council (LCC), Harborough District Council (HDC), and 

Leicestershire and Rutland Association of Local Councils (LRALC).  They met 

with officers from these councils and other relevant stakeholders. 

 

There had been a number of significant issues which had affected the parish 

over the previous year, principally:- 

 

 • Covid:  An unsolved problem that everyone was learning to live with.  

Hence having cancelled the Annual Parish Meetings in 2020 and 2021, it 

was felt possible to hold the current one. 

• Housing Developments:  The three development sites were completed 

and mostly occupied.   New members of the community present at this 

meeting were especially welcome. 
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 • Ultrafast Broadband:  The installation was running late due to several 

factors including Covid, uncertainty of Government funding, and physical 

problems of installation.   Openreach had assured the Parish Council that 

the full project would be completed, if a little late. 

• 20 mph Speed limit in the village:  This was proceeding although to a 

timescale determined by LCC Highways and design of the layout of all 

new road signs and street markings was proceeding. 

 

 • Radar Speed Signs:    

o LCC Highways owned and maintained the signs on the A47.  After 

several years of reminders to LCC from the Parish Council, 

functioning signs were now operating at both ends of the village. 

o The Parish Council had acquired its own Radar Sign on posts 

installed by LCC Highways.  The sign was currently in use on St 

Catharine’s Way and counted each vehicle and recorded its 

speed, providing useful traffic data, in addition to signalling to 

speeding cars. 

 

 COMMUNITY TRUSTS 

• Village Hall:  Covid had severely affected the hall and its users 

throughout the epidemic.  The hall had been closed for several months 

and had then gradually re-opened for limited numbers of users.  The hall 

had to meet running costs even when closed, and with limited users still 

ran at a loss.  Government grants for community facilities helped to cover 

the majority of financial problems, although more volunteers were 

needed to assist in running the hall. 

• Houghton Field:  A similar situation to the Village Hall in terms of closure 

and running costs pertained.  The pavilion replacement news would be 

covered by Guest Speaker Graham Warwick. 
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 COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

• Many other facilities had experienced difficulties over the Covid years 

although had survived through their own efforts and the support of the 

community, including:- 

o The Coop store,  Houghton Garage, Petrol station. 

o The Post Office. 

o The Pharmacy. 

o Houghton School. 

o The 747 Bus Service. 

o Many community organisations (sport, social etc.). 

o The many small businesses operating from within the community. 

 

 HOUGHTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

• The plan had been written in 2017 and ‘made’ in March 2018 following 

approval by a community referendum. 

• The village had changed with 160 new houses and around 350 new 

residents. 

• The world was changing, for example in respect of climate change, the 

pandemic and energy supplies. 

• The community needed to update its vision and plan for this decade, to 

prepare it for the next one.  This needed to be an inclusive process 

where all contributed. 

• The majority of the consultation and discussion would happen in the 

coming year.  Contribution of ideas and opinions was welcomed. 

 

 In conclusion Councillor Hill thanked his fellow Parish Councillors, for their 

contributions, help and advice.  He also thanked Steve Derry, Clerk to the Parish 

Council, for his hard work, unstinting help and support. 

 

 Finally, thanks were expressed to the many volunteers who supported the two 

village trusts, Houghton Village Hall and Houghton Field Association for the 

valuable work they did for the community in supporting and maintaining the two 

major community assets. 
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5. INVITED SPEAKER: COUNTY AND DISTRICT COUNCILLOR SIMON 

GALTON 

Simon addressed the broad background to Neighbourhood Plans.  Many 

parishes in Harborough District had now completed Neighbourhood Plans, 

including all the parishes surrounding Houghton.  These plans were being 

referenced by HDC in making planning decisions.  The HDC Local Plan was now 

also ‘made’.  The housing land supply now exceeded the target of five years, so 

that both Local Plan and Neighbourhood Plans carried their full weight in 

determining planning decisions. 

 

However, all such plans needed to be refreshed periodically with a 

recommended period of about five years.  Thus, it was timely to review the 

Houghton Neighbourhood Plan.  Harborough District Council was also 

commencing a review of the Local Plan.  Leicester City Council could not meet 

its own needs for housing space and would therefore be seeking  support from 

surrounding districts to satisfy its own housing needs and that included 

Harborough District.  The Golf Course proposal was still being worked on and 

Leicestershire Highways were asking many questions about the plans.  Thurnby 

and Bushby Parish Council was in the process of forming a Neighbourhood 

Plan.  No levelling-up money had been allocated to Leicestershire, so the 

availability of bus subsidies remained uncertain. 

 

The Government had produced several proposals to radically change the 

planning process, although, after considerable public protests, had set the 

proposals aside for the present.  It was unclear as to what might happen in the 

future although the best line of action was to ensure the current plans, both 

Neighbourhood (parish) and Local (District Council) were up to date. 

 

6. INVITED SPEAKER: NEIGHBOURHOOD AND GREEN SPACES OFFICER, 

HARBOROUGH DISTRICT COUNCIL, MATTHEW BILLS 

Matthew described the process of reviewing Neighbourhood Plans, and the 

necessity for doing so.  He covered the options available for different levels of 

review and the facilities and interaction which Harborough District Council could 

provide to parishes throughout the process.  He stressed that HDC was 

supportive of parishes which undertook the Neighbourhood Planning process, 

and the importance of those Neighbourhood Plans in providing local influence on 

planning decisions, including their use by the Planning Inspectorate when 

considering appeals. 
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7. INVITED SPEAKER: ENVIRONMENTAL CO-ORDINATOR, HARBOROUGH 

DISTRICT COUNCIL, HELEN CHADWICK 

Helen outlined the variety of environmental issues which were within the remit of 

a Neighbourhood Plan.  As an example, she provided estimates of the carbon 

footprint of the Houghton community in general and per household.   

Unsurprisingly, the major carbon emissions for the community arose from 

Housing and Road Transport.  The community had many large family houses, 

and with no rail option and a poor bus service, private cars provided most 

personal transport.  The same factors were important to each individual 

household, where the consumption of goods and services was also a major 

factor.  A reduction in carbon emissions and other factors affecting energy costs 

would have major impacts on all three of these major lifestyle components. 

 

 

8. INVITED SPEAKER: REPRESENTING HOUGHTON FIELD ASSOCIATION 

GRAHAM WARWICK 

Graham summarised the need to replace the current ageing building, and the 

various design constraints which had resulted in the current final design option.  

The cost of such a building was estimated to be in the range of £550,000 to 

£600,000, and written confirmation had been received from HMRC that VAT 

would not be due on rebuilding costs.  HDC had allocated grant funding of 

£350,000 from the ‘S106’ money paid by developers of the recent housing 

expansion in the village, although this would be released only if the remainder of 

the funding was guaranteed.  HFA was now pursuing numerous other grant 

options, principally from the Football Foundation.  An application for planning 

permission for the new pavilion was due to be submitted in the near future. 

 

9. QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM THE MEETING 

Questions were invited from the audience on any topic of interest to the 

community.  A number of questions were asked on issues including housing 

developments, provision for renewable energy generation on houses, traffic 

speed limits, parking, walking and cycling.  Responses were given by 

appropriate combinations of the chair, guest speakers and Parish Councillors.  

 

The Question and Answers session ended at 8.35 p.m.  

 

Light refreshments were served and attenders at the meeting viewed the various 

displays provided relating to the Revision of the Neighbourhood Plan and the 

New Pavilion Project. 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.05 p.m. 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------ 

Chairman 
23 March 2023 

 

 


