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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING OF HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL  

HELD IN THE METHODIST CHURCH SCHOOLROOM,  

MAIN STREET, HOUGHTON-ON-THE-HILL,  

WEDNESDAY 11
th

 MAY 2011, AT 7:00 P.M. 

 

 

PRESENT:     

                        PC Chairman Cllr. Mr. Mort Stevenson (In the Chair) 

                         

18 members of the public including Guest Speaker: County Councillor Mr. Simon Galton 

 

1. APOLOGIES 

None received 

 

2. CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 05/05/10 

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting of the 5
th

 May 2010 were confirmed and signed. 

 

3. CHAIRMAN’S OVERVIEW OF THE YEAR  2010/11 

The Chairman addressed the public as follows: 

Can I first welcome you all to this the Annual Parish Meeting. I would particularly like to welcome 

Mr. Simon Galton our County Councillor who will speak about local issues and answer your 

questions after he has finished.  

As well as offering our congratulations for once again achieving success in the recent election 

campaign, I am grateful to Simon for giving up his valuable time to be here tonight.  

 

I will begin by giving a short overview of this last year, and then present a summary of the previous 

years’ activities since the last elections 2007. As this is not a Parish Council Meeting, any questions 

for the Council will be noted by the clerk for consideration at a future Council Meeting.  

 

The undoubted highlight of the year was receiving the gold award on behalf of the village as the 

overall winner of the "Cleaner and Greener" category in the Leicestershire and Rutland Village 

Achievements Awards 2010.  

 

On behalf of the Parish Council, Vice Chairman Councillor Mrs Ann Sharman and Mrs Francesca 

Wall-Bray received a framed certificate and cheque for £150.00. The certificate is on display in the 

village hall. The prize money has financed the purchase of 2 oak trees and 2 bird nesting boxes. 

There is an active programme of securing additional nesting boxes for a variety of wild birds. These 

boxes should be in place around the village for next year’s nesting season. My thanks to the 

working party who secured the award in impressive style against over 30 villages in Leicestershire 

and Rutland.  

 

Everyone will have noticed the restoration work that has been done on the War Memorial. This 

important focal point of the village has once again been returned to pristine condition, thanks to the 

superb efforts of Harborough Stone. The cost to the village for this project was shared by ourselves 

and a 50% grant from Leicestershire County Council War Memorial Project. We are grateful for 

their support in this respect.  

 

Other activities undertaken have included the cleaning of the seats around the village, the updating 

of the Village Directory, and the ongoing tree maintenance programme. Once again I would like to 

thank our Tree Warden, Francesca Wall-Bray, and her team of volunteers who have saved this 

Council some considerable expenditure.  

 

I would like to pay tribute to the team of dedicated people who have raised a phenomenal amount of 

money in order to rebuild the play area on the Playing Fields. Through the efforts of the group 
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known as "Park Life" and with the support of the Field Association they have secured sufficient 

funds for work to commence on this ambitious project. I know the Parish Council has supported 

their efforts and has been able release a grant of £1,500.00 towards future maintenance. I would 

hope the incoming Council will give favourable consideration to continuing this monetary support 

over the following years.  

 

After several years of pressure, LCC Highways are taking action to relieve the danger to pedestrians 

outside the Rose and Crown public house and work has started to make this area safer.  

 

In addition, further prominent road signs and markings in Stretton Lane have been installed in an 

effort to slow down traffic entering the village.  

 

Finally I would like to thank all Councillors for their dedication and hard work on behalf of the 

village over the past year. As Chairman I have very much appreciated your support.  

 

4. CHAIRMAN’S OVERVIEW OF 2007/11 

The Chairman addressed the public as follows: 

When the last local elections were held in 2007, it was a considerable surprise to find only 3 

parishioners prepared to stand for Parish Council, particularly since a large group of villagers had 

put together a very exhaustive and excellent Parish Plan designed to improve the Houghton on the 

Hill environment. I was expecting a number of those individuals to be anxious to influence the 

implantation of the recommendations. 

  

It was not easy to run a Council with only three members, but we were very fortunate to persuade 

sufficient villagers to join us and to represent the Parish Council for the benefit of the village.  

I have to congratulate all of them for taking on these responsibilities and making such a professional 

and serious contribution to the village. I am very grateful to them for their support over the last 4 

years. Through their efforts and dedication I believe the village is in good shape.  

 

We have tried and succeeded to implement many improvements not only through our own 

initiatives but also by using the Parish Plan as a blueprint. So, although we were unable to persuade 

members of that group to join the Council, many of their recommendations have been put into 

practice and congratulations go to them for providing the focus to enable this Council to fulfil their 

ambitions.  

 

By far and away, the most noticeable achievements have been the introduction of the tree and bulb 

planting scheme, initiated by Francesca Wall-Bray our volunteer Tree Warden but wholly supported 

by the Council who have provided funding for this most ambitious project spread over 4 years. The 

spectacular results are there for all to see and will bring continued pleasure to future generations.  

Francesca and her team of dedicated volunteers can be very satisfied not only for the obvious 

improvements to the village environment but by freely giving their time and efforts have also saved 

the Council and village expensive planting costs. We are very grateful to them.  

 

In an ongoing programme of improvements initiated by the Council, seats were installed around the 

village, extra village litter bins provided and recycling bins and dog waste bins sited on the Playing 

Field. Additional lighting has also been positioned by the tennis courts.  

 

We have seen the introduction of the Parish Council website, and I thank Councillor Ann Sleath for 

continuing to conduct the administration. The website continues to provide an important public 

function.  

 

However overshadowing this last Parish Council term has been the threat of the Co-op Eco Town 

Development. The Council has been vigorous in supporting CASCET in their opposition to this 

huge development and backed this support with a donation of £4,000 in order to defeat the project. 
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Thanks to CASCET the immediate threat of such a development has receded. My thanks to 

Councillor Eileen Bent who, as a member of the CASCET Committee, was able to keep the Council 

fully informed on developments.  

 

On the subject of financial matters the Parish Council has always been able to operate within the 

Precept without jeopardizing support to village organisations, a feat we should be proud of.  

 

At this stage I would like to pay tribute to our clerk who is also the Responsible Financial Officer.  

 

Throughout my term as Chairman, I have come to rely on Anita to ensure the Council operates 

efficiently and within the law. Her dedication and efficiency in all areas leaves me confident that 

the Council will continue to thrive with her acting as clerk. I thank her and am very grateful for all 

her efforts.  

 

The new Parish Council will look very different to the last. A number of Councillors have stood 

down and some have been replaced. I would like to take this opportunity to say a very sincere thank 

you to all Councillors for their support of me as Chairman, a position I have not always been 

comfortable with. It is thanks to you all that I believe I leave with the village in good shape and I'm 

sure the next Parish Council will not only continue the good work but introduce many new 

initiatives.  

 

As I have said on various occasions, my role over the years as Chairman has been made 

considerably easier by having a Vice-Chairman of the calibre of Ann Sharman. Last time, I 

managed to persuade Ann to stand once more and I am grateful she agreed. She has been of 

enormous help to me over the years, but has now decided to retire from all local council activities.  

 

Ann has held many senior positions in local government over many years and her experience is 

second to none. Her contribution to this Council will be sorely missed.  

 

I would just like to acknowledge her contribution with a small token of appreciation from the 

Council and wish her a very happy and stress free retirement.  

 

Two bouquets and a card warmly expressing the Parish Councils thanks and best wishes for the 

future were presented by Chairman Cllr. Mr. Mort Stevenson, on behalf of the PC, to Vice 

Chairman Cllr. Mrs. Ann Sharman. 

Vice Chairman Cllr. Mrs. Ann Sharman thanked the parishioners of Houghton on the Hill for the 

opportunity of representing them at both District and Parish Council level over the last 38 years. 

Vice Chairman Cllr. Mrs. Ann Sharman added that during these years she had thoroughly enjoyed 

representing Houghton and had been able to meet many interesting people and make some very 

good friends. 

 

Finally I would like to return to the War Memorial. 

As we left in November after paying our respects to those who died for us, a long term resident who 

has, over the years, been involved in many organisations in the village and who takes a keen interest 

in village affairs including the activities of the Parish Council stopped me and said;  

"The War memorial looks terrific and it sends a clear message to everyone that this is a village that 

cares."  

This comment sums up for me what this last Parish Council has been about. We are all residents 

who care for the village and, although we may not have got everything right all the time, this 

comment is a fitting tribute to all Council Members and the clerk.  

 

 

Having concluded his address, the Chairman introduced guest speaker, County Councillor Mr. 

Simon Galton. 
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5. INVITED SPEAKER:  COUNTY COUNCILLOR MR. SIMON GALTON 

County Councillor Mr. Simon Galton addressed the public on relevant national, district and local 

issues. Included in his address was an indication that a consequence of cuts to District Council 

budgets and the Coalition Government’s concept of “the Big Society” is likely to be that a number 

of services would devolve down to Parish Councils. 

 

6. ANY QUESTIONS 

Members of the attending public were invited to ask questions. 

County Councillor Mr. Simon Galton comprehensively answered questions asked by the attending 

public. 

 

Chairman Cllr. Mr. Mort Stevenson concluded the meeting by thanking all present for their 

attendance. 

 

The meeting was closed at 7:58pm 

         

 

 

 

SIGNED………………………………………………………………………. 

CHAIRMAN 

 

 

DATE………………………………………………………………………….. 

 


