
 

 

Parish Council News 

An Extraordinary Parish Council meeting took place at 7.15 p.m. on Wednesday 19 

November 2025.  At the start all six Parish Councillors were present in addition to ten 

members of the public.  The meeting was convened especially to consider the Parish 

Council’s response to the examiner’s report on the Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

You are perhaps by now aware of the outcome although it is perhaps worthwhile explaining 

some of the background which Parish Councillors had to consider. 

Following Harborough District Council’s inspection and resultant editing of the report, the 

following options were apparent.  The Parish Council could:- 

1. Resolve to advise Harborough District Council (HDC) that the Parish Council 

accepted all of the examiner’s recommendations and to request HDC to set up the 

referendum as soon as possible. 

 

2. Resolve to advise HDC that the Parish Council was not prepared to accept the 

examiner’s recommendations.  From advice received from HDC’s Neighbourhood 

and Green Spaces Officer, Gary Kirk – Planning Consultant and Celia Reynolds – 

Parish Council’s Barrister, HDC could ignore the Parish Council’s comments and 

accept the examiner’s version of the NDP (which it now 'owned’) and proceed.  HDC 

was generally reluctant to follow this option as it still had to hold a community 

referendum and support for the plan in this situation would be questionable. 

 
3. Resolve to launch a 'legal challenge' to the examiner’s report on the NDP (a Judicial 

Review).  Strict time limits, which could be past or close, applied and the process 

was also likely to be expensive. 

 
4. Resolve to withdraw the NDP.  In this case the parish would not have any of the 

protection of a NDP. 

 
The Parish Council chose option 1. 

The Parish Council appreciated that a completed NDP offered other important advantages 

apart from allocation of development sites such as: 

• The Area of Separation between Houghton and neighbouring Bushby,  

• Defining the size and type of housing the parish wanted to be built. 

• Strengthening the defence in the ongoing Planning Appeal. 

The confirmed date for the referendum on the new Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) 

is Thursday 26 February 2026 and, provided it passes the referendum, it will have full force 

by 3 March 2026. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The scheduled Parish Council meeting took place at 7.00 p.m. 

on Thursday 11 December.  At the start all six Parish 

Councillors were present in addition to eight members of the 

public.  Parish Councillors were pleased to co-opt Cllr. Tony 

Bentley to the Parish Council to return to the full complement 

of seven for the first time since June 2024.  

Resolutions are contained in the Parish Council minutes which 

are on our website. 

 

 

Village Maintenance 

The Parish Council is aware of some rather large potholes on the A47 between Main Street 

and Firs Road.  These were reported to the County Council a few weeks ago and we have 

now sent a follow-up. 

Thurnby and Bushby Parish Council 

The Parish Council is in the process of starting to draft a Neighbourhood Development Plan 

and is also considering its response to a large planning application by Mulberry in respect of 

900 dwellings.  If approved, Bushby and Houghton will be close together with only a field 

width between the two settlements. 

Road Safety 

Last month I notified readers of the Road Safety Round of the Community Action Fund 

(CAF) which opened on 17 November. This round offers Parish and Town Councils, 

community groups, charities, voluntary organisations etc. grants of up to £10,000 to support 

road safety initiatives.  We continue to look at options and will keep you posted. 

Parish Council Precept 

A parish council precept is the amount of money a parish council requests from local 

taxpayers to fund its budget for the year.  Budgets are now being prepared and the Parish 

Council will determine the precept at the Parish Council meeting on 15 January 2026 

(postponed by one week from the regular date).  If you have any suggestions on what should 

(or should not be) funded, please let me know. 

  

 

 

Cllr. Tony Bentley 



 

 

Planning Applications 

Planning application: 25/01095/FUL 

Decision issued date: 14 November 2025 

Proposal: Proposed subdivision of the existing single dwelling into two separate semi-

detached dwellings 

Ashleigh House 

79A Uppingham Road 

Houghton on the Hill 

Decision: Application Permitted 

Planning application: 25/01153/CLU 

Decision issued date: 17 November 2025 

Proposal: Certificate of lawfulness of proposed development for a loft conversion with a rear 

dormer and rooflights to the front of the property 

4 Forsells End 

Houghton on the Hill 

Decision: Application Permitted 

 

 

*** PLEASE NOTE CHANGE FROM USUAL DATE *** 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the Methodist Church Schoolroom on 

Thursday 15 January 2026 at 7.00 p.m. 

 

 

Steve Derry 

Clerk to the Parish Council 

clerk@houghtononthehillpc.org.uk 
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